
 

THE YEAR OF SAINT MARK 

EATING WITH THE BRIDEGROOM 
 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

BUT IF SALT BECOMES TASTELESS .......  

SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2021  
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Salt is a symbol of the highest value.  It is a treasure of incalculable worth, so excellent that, if its flavour is lost, 
nothing higher can restore it.  In the Gospel, 'Salt' is the symbol for the works of Peace.  Jesus final exhortation 
for those who desire to be great is, 'Have salt in yourself and be at peace with one another'. (v.50) 
 

Jesus, the Teacher, has told His disciples that their desire to be 'great' will sabotage the work of the Kingdom.  But 
they have not understood, or integrated, this teaching.  In their defence, this is not an easy thing to do. Now they 
are reacting to an exorcist who does not belong to their inner circle.  He is immediately seen as a threat.  They 
guard their turf against anyone who might steal their sense of self-importance.  They are so competitive; they do 
not even see the ones who have been liberated.  The fact that a sister, or a brother, has been freed does not enter 
their minds.  They have become, in their own minds, a tight knit power group.  When good is being done, and they 
do not benefit, they want to stop it. 
 

The fact that they 'tried' to stop it may indicate that they failed.  Now they want Jesus to intervene.  But Jesus, as 
usual, has a different vision of what is happening. His heart is set first on the coming of the Kingdom.  Anyone who 
is helping that happen is a welcome guest.  They are part of the family because they are doing the Fathers will.  He 
urges His disciples to be more generous.  All are for them, unless they prove otherwise.  Until people exhibit 
hostility and hold values that go counter to the new humanity, they should be welcomed as allies.  Disciples must 
not exclude anyone. 
 

'Servants of the Kingdom' includes those who offer welcome, hospitality 
and who perform small acts of kindness.  They should not be 
overlooked.  Those who want to “Lord it” over others sabotage the 
Kingdom and might make those who do the little things question if what 
they do has any value.  For Jesus, the little ones will not lose their 
reward.  Their welcome, their hospitality, their kindness stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the great acts of teaching, preaching and exorcising. 
 

The best way for disciples to avoid causing hurt or scandal is to eliminate the causes in themselves.  The drive to 
be great, to save our self, to have power over others or to harm others in order to save ourselves are the ways of 
the world.  They are second nature.  They are like a hand, an eye or a foot.  If disciples choose to serve, to losing 
their lives for the sake of the Kingdom, being least of all and servant of all and not harming others, there must be 
clarity about what is at stake and a commitment to whatever surgery is needed to remain faithful.  When disciples 
amputate from their hearts whatever is preventing them from entering life, the fire of damnation becomes a 
purifying fire.  The emphasis here is clearly on what is kept and not on what is lost. 
 

The desire to be great is in us all.  We weigh everything, and probably everyone, in terms of whether they promote 
or diminish us.  The craving to be promoted and not diminished might drive and steer the course of our day to day 
lives!  We see examples of this all around us.  Hierarchies are everywhere and become the benchmark of how we 
are doing.  So how can Jesus command us to make ourselves last of all?  He can't.  He has to add one last piece 
to the jigsaw if disciples are not to become resenting servants.  Disciples must come to understand why Service 
is the only true greatness. 
 

Sam Keen (To a Dancing God [New York: Harper & Row,1970]17), was asking the question, 'What can I do to 
give my life meaning, dignity, density?’  In response he wrote, "The answer came suddenly jumping up and down 
in my mind with the force of an obvious fact long denied.  I woke one night in Manhattan with the words, 'Nothing, 
Nothing,' on my lips.  As I started to laugh at the comedy of my seriousness, my vertigo began to subside.  I saw 
that I had been obsessed with the wrong question.  In the face of uncertainty of life and the certainty of death, no 
human act or project could render existence meaningful or secure ... Either dignity and meaningfulness come with 
the territory or they must forever be absent.  Sanctity is given with being.  It is not earned". 
 

This is so true!  And Jesus with absolute clarity teaches this.   He asks us to  imagine the worst possible thing 
that could happen to us.  Then adds that it doesn't come close to the horror of extinguishing the light of love in 
another person’s heart.  The stakes are indeed very high.  Very high indeed! 

 
 



 

 
  

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
FRATELLI TUTTI 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 
FRANCIS 

ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

 

CHAPTER 6 – continued 
 

211. In a pluralistic society, dialogue is the best way to realize what ought always to be affirmed and 
respected apart from any ephemeral consensus. Such dialogue needs to be enriched and illumined by clear 
thinking, rational arguments, a variety of perspectives and the contribution of different fields of knowledge 
and points of view. Nor can it exclude the conviction that it is possible to arrive at certain fundamental truths 
always to be upheld. Acknowledging the existence of certain enduring values, however demanding it may be 
to discern them, makes for a robust and solid social ethics. Once those fundamental values are acknowledged 
and adopted through dialogue and consensus, we realize that they rise above consensus; they transcend our 
concrete situations and remain non-negotiable. Our understanding of their meaning and scope can increase 
– and in that respect, consensus is a dynamic reality – but in themselves, they are held to be enduring by 
virtue of their inherent meaning. 
 

212. If something always serves the good functioning of society, is it not because, lying beyond it, there is 
an enduring truth accessible to the intellect? Inherent in the nature of human beings and society there exist 
certain basic structures to support our development and survival. Certain requirements thus ensue, and these 
can be discovered through dialogue, even though, strictly speaking, they are not created by consensus. The 
fact that certain rules are indispensable for the very life of society is a sign that they are good in and of 
themselves. There is no need, then, to oppose the interests of society, consensus and the reality of objective 
truth. These three realities can be harmonized whenever, through dialogue, people are unafraid to get to 
the heart of an issue. 
 

213. The dignity of others is to be respected in all circumstances, not because that dignity is something we 
have invented or imagined, but because human beings possess an intrinsic worth superior to that of material 
objects and contingent situations. This requires that they be treated differently. That every human being 
possesses an inalienable dignity is a truth that corresponds to human nature apart from all cultural change. 
For this reason, human beings have the same inviolable dignity in every age of history and no one can 
consider himself or herself authorized by particular situations to deny this conviction or to act against it. The 
intellect can investigate the reality of things through reflection, experience and dialogue, and come to 
recognize in that reality, which transcends it, the basis of certain universal moral demands. 
 

214. To agnostics, this foundation could prove sufficient to confer a solid and stable universal validity on 
basic and non-negotiable ethical principles that could serve to prevent further catastrophes. As believers, we 
are convinced that human nature, as the source of ethical principles, was created by God, and that ultimately 
it is he who gives those principles their solid foundation.[203] This does not result in an ethical rigidity nor 
does it lead to the imposition of any one moral system, since fundamental and universally valid moral 
principles can be embodied in different practical rules. Thus, room for dialogue will always exist. 
 

A NEW CULTURE 
215. “Life, for all its confrontations, is the art of encounter”.[204] I have frequently called for the growth of 
a culture of encounter capable of transcending our differences and divisions. This means working to create 
a many-faceted polyhedron whose different sides form a variegated unity, in which “the whole is greater 
than the part”.[205] The image of a polyhedron can represent a society where differences coexist, 
complementing, enriching and reciprocally illuminating one another, even amid disagreements and 
reservations. Each of us can learn something from others. No one is useless and no one is expendable. This 
also means finding ways to include those on the peripheries of life. For they have another way of looking at 
things; they see aspects of reality that are invisible to the centres of power where weighty decisions are 
made. 
 

[203] As Christians, we also believe that God grants us his grace to enable us to act as brothers and sisters. 
[204] VINICIUS DE MORAES, Samba da Benção, from the recording Um encontro no Au bon Gourmet, Rio de Janeiro 
(2 August 1962). 
[205] Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 237: AAS 105 (2013), 1116. 



 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of SUSAN THOMSON and MARGARETTE MOORE 
 

Susan’s funeral will take place on  Friday 8th October at 3:30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium 
Margarette’s Requiem Mass is on Friday 15 October 2021 at 11am,Easthampstead Park Crematorium at 1.00pm 

Please also remember Susan and Margarette’s families in your prayers. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  

Amen 
 

PLEASE NOTE: FR DANNY McAVOY WILL BE ON A DIOCESE CLERGY RETREAT AT DOUAI ABBEY  
FROM MONDAY 27th SEPTEMBER TO FRIDAY 1st OCTOBER 2021 INCLUSIVE.   

THEREFORE, NO WEEKDAY MASSES DURING THAT TIME. 
 

It is not too late to join our Alpha Online, Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm on Zoom.  To find out more and to 
register, visit our website https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/alpha We are inviting everyone to take part, 
especially those who are new to the parish, parents seeking sacraments for their children, or adults preparing for 
marriage or seeking the sacrament of Confirmation. Hope to see you there!  

 

SVP Awareness Month 2021 – The parish SVP group is appealing for more members. We need 
your assistance now more than ever as people suffer terrible hardship because of the Covid-19 
pandemic – and worse is to come as many of the government buffers to help people through the 
lockdown are going. Join us and work with us to help in whatever way you can – whether it’s 
delivering food parcels, phoning someone for a chat, or giving someone a lift to the doctor.  While 

we welcome anyone moved by the Holy Spirit to join us, we feel that the work we do would particularly suit those who are newly 
or semi-retired. We’d be grateful also for help with social media to help make more people in need aware of what we can do to 
help them. Please contact us for an informal chat on 07731862349 or email PresidentB170315@svp.org.uk. 
 

 

 

Limited spaces are available at Footsteps Nursery located within St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
school, Gipsy Lane, Bracknell, RG12 9AP. For further information please either: • call 01344 
425246 • email secretary@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk or visit the website: 
http://www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk/about-footsteps/   

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ARE REGISTERED WITH THE PARISH FOR ONE YEAR IF YOU ARE SEEKING THE 
SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE 

https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ – On page 2 we continue the serialisation of 
Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

 
 

SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND: If you or your relative are housebound or because of illness cannot come to Mass 
wish to receive Holy Communion at your home, please inform the parish office (telephone 01344 425729 or 
email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) so that arrangements may be made for you to receive Holy Communion from 
a Minister of the Holy Eucharist. Ministers are now allowed to resume visits and continued safety protocols will be 
adhered to: wearing masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.  
“The Eucharist is essential for us: it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives and fill us with his grace”. Pope Francis 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to limited 
additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, 
Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, 
Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, 

Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, 
Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, 
Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, 

Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Francis Franklin, Ann O’Sullivan. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

Sunday                   26th     8.30am         Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions     
                                         12.00noon     Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST VINCENT de PAUL, Founder 
Monday                  27th    NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Tuesday           28th    NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

THE HOLY ARCHANGELS MICHAEL GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, Feast 
Wednesday            29th    NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST JEROME, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
Thursday                30th    NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST TERESA OF THE CHILD JESUS, Religious, Doctor of the Church 
Friday                       1st    NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS 
Saturday                  2nd   10.00am         Mass                Catherine Grattan, RIP & Patrick Grattan               
                                        11.00am         Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
Saturday                  2nd     6.00pm        Mass                                                     Joy Buchanan, RIP 
 

Sunday                    3rd      8.30am        Mass                                                        Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon     Private Prayer, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
All Masses, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live.  

To Watch Live head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;      DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 


