
 

THE YEAR OF SAINT MARK 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

A CHURCH FOR THE POOR – A CHURCH OF THE POOR 
SUNDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2021  

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Jesus, the Beloved Son of God, does not seek fame and recognition.  He does not want to be the centre of 
attention.  As he travels with His disciples, He wants to avoid notice.  This is especially true when He is teaching 
His disciples about the fate of the new humanity.  It is a difficult teaching.  His disciples are puzzled by it.  But it 
is blunt enough: the Son of Man is guided by the hand of God, but He will be killed by human hands.  They hear 
the words, but can the disciples understand what He is saying? Their minds and hearts are still bound to the 
'Things of the Human' and not the 'Things of God'.  They want to avoid suffering and pursue high status.  As they 
are so deeply self-centred, they are naturally afraid of losing.  They are so afraid; they won't even ask Jesus to 
expand on His theme.  Instead .....  
 
On the way, they were having an argument - the same old 
one that is around today. Who is the greatest?  Jesus, the 
Teacher, sits down and gathers the Twelve, who will guide 
the new humanity (notice there were others there too, since 
a child is at hand as a prop).  For Jesus, the Great are those 
who engage and work with the Fathers Love.  These are not 
interested in their own status.  Rather, the new humanity 
goes out to meet all and to lift their basic humanity to a new 
level.  And so, those who would be first do not seek their own 
glory, but the health and wellbeing (salvation) of others.  How 
it is with God, who is the first and the greatest, should be how 
it is with all who seek to be the first and the greatest. 
 
We have to be careful here that our all too human mindset does not doctor the teaching of Jesus to make it fit 
our own purposes.  We might tell ourselves that we have to endure a period of doing 'lowly stuff' in order to get 
to the higher stuff.  If being a servant is the quickest route to being the greatest, then we will be servants! But all 
the while we will be thinking that we are in reality better than everyone else.  It's hard for disciples to let Jesus 
break open the meaning of 'first' and 'greatest' and fill it with a new meaning.  They sidestep Him and renegotiate 
the terms.  Consider Luke's ironic suggestion, 'When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame 
and the blind.  That they cannot repay you means you are blessed, and you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous’. (Lk 14:13-14) 
 
Jesus places a child in the heart of them.  The child is a tragic and eternal symbol of the powerlessness which 
many will seek to exploit. Jesus, in setting the child before them as their spiritual director, commands a mystical 
transformation to the mindset of his disciples.  It goes something like this ..... 
 
When we begin with the least, we subvert the normal ranks of society.  Those at the top   - the rich - are refusing 
invitations because they receive too many.  Those at the bottom are excluded.  At first glance, it seems they have 
nothing to offer. But, when we say that the path to the Fathers heart goes through the welcome we offer to those 
whom no one else will invite, we undercut the world and turn everything on its head. 
 
Furthermore, the word least has another meaning.  In this meaning it can be applied to the socially least and the 
socially most.  Dag Hammarskjold once said, " People comment of Jesus' lack of moral principles.  He sat at 
table with publicans and sinners and consorted with harlots.  Did He do this to obtain their votes?  Or did He think 
that, perhaps, He could convert them by such appeasement?  Or was His humanity rich and deep enough, to 
make contact, even in them, with what in human nature is common to all people, indestructible beauty, and upon 
which the future has to be built?" (Markings, p.157) 
 
Here is the great breakthrough.  The naked face of our shared humanity reveals the face of God to all.  This is 
what is most beautiful and most valuable.  It is the greatest and the first precisely because it is the least.  When 
we make ourselves the servants of this last, welcoming what is common to all and excluding none of it, we find 
ourselves strangely in pole position. 
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CHAPTER 6 – continued 
204. There is a growing conviction that, together with specialized scientific advances, we are in need of greater 
interdisciplinary communication. Although reality is one, it can be approached from various angles and with 
different methodologies. There is a risk that a single scientific advance will be seen as the only possible lens for 
viewing a particular aspect of life, society and the world. Researchers who are expert in their own field, yet also 
familiar with the findings of other sciences and disciplines, are in a position to discern other aspects of the object 
of their study and thus to become open to a more comprehensive and integral knowledge of reality. 
 

205. In today’s globalized world, “the media can help us to feel closer to one another, creating a sense of the 
unity of the human family which in turn can inspire solidarity and serious efforts to ensure a more dignified life for 
all… The media can help us greatly in this, especially nowadays, when the networks of human communication 
have made unprecedented advances. The internet, in particular, offers immense possibilities for encounter and 
solidarity. This is something truly good, a gift from God”.[199] We need constantly to ensure that present-day 
forms of communication are in fact guiding us to generous encounter with others, to honest pursuit of the whole 
truth, to service, to closeness to the underprivileged and to the promotion of the common good. As the Bishops 
of Australia have pointed out, we cannot accept “a digital world designed to exploit our weaknesses and bring 
out the worst in people”.[200] 
 

The BASIS of Consensus 
206. The solution is not relativism. Under the guise of tolerance, relativism ultimately leaves the interpretation of 
moral values to those in power, to be defined as they see fit. “In the absence of objective truths or sound 
principles other than the satisfaction of our own desires and immediate needs… we should not think that political 
efforts or the force of law will be sufficient… When the culture itself is corrupt, and objective truth and universally 
valid principles are no longer upheld, then laws can only be seen as arbitrary impositions or obstacles to be 
avoided”.[201] 
 

207. Is it possible to be concerned for truth, to seek the truth that responds to life’s deepest meaning? What is 
law without the conviction, born of age-old reflection and great wisdom, that each human being is sacred and 
inviolable? If society is to have a future, it must respect the truth of our human dignity and submit to that truth. 
Murder is not wrong simply because it is socially unacceptable and punished by law, but because of a deeper 
conviction. This is a non-negotiable truth attained by the use of reason and accepted in conscience. A society is 
noble and decent not least for its support of the pursuit of truth and its adherence to the most basic of truths. 
 

208. We need to learn how to unmask the various ways that the truth is manipulated, distorted and concealed in 
public and private discourse. What we call “truth” is not only the reporting of facts and events, such as we find in 
the daily papers. It is primarily the search for the solid foundations sustaining our decisions and our laws. This 
calls for acknowledging that the human mind is capable of transcending immediate concerns and grasping 
certain truths that are unchanging, as true now as in the past. As it peers into human nature, reason discovers 
universal values derived from that same nature. 
 

209. Otherwise, is it not conceivable that those fundamental human rights which we now consider unassailable 
will be denied by those in power, once they have gained the “consensus” of an apathetic or intimidated 
population? Nor would a mere consensus between different nations, itself equally open to manipulation, suffice 
to protect them. We have ample evidence of the great good of which we are capable, yet we also have to 
acknowledge our inherent destructiveness. Is not the indifference and the heartless individualism into which we 
have fallen also a result of our sloth in pursuing higher values, values that transcend our immediate needs? 
Relativism always brings the risk that some or other alleged truth will be imposed by the powerful or the clever. 
Yet, “when it is a matter of the moral norms prohibiting intrinsic evil, there are no privileges or exceptions for 
anyone. It makes no difference whether one is the master of the world or the ‘poorest of the poor’ on the face of 
the earth. Before the demands of morality we are all absolutely equal”.[202] 
 

210. What is now happening and drawing us into a perverse and barren way of thinking, is the reduction of 
ethics and politics to physics. Good and evil no longer exist in themselves; there is only a calculus of benefits 
and burdens. As a result of the displacement of moral reasoning, the law is no longer seen as reflecting a 
fundamental notion of justice but as mirroring notions currently in vogue. Breakdown ensues: everything is 
“leveled down” by a superficial bartered consensus. In the end, the law of the strongest prevails. 
 

[199] Message for the 2014 World Communications Day (24 January 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 113.  [200] AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ 
CONFERENCE, Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service, Making It Real: Genuine Human Encounter in Our Digital World (November 
2019).  [201] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 123: AAS 107 (2015), 896.  [202] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Veritatis 
Splendor (6 August 1993), 96: AAS 85 (1993), 1209.  



 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of SUSAN THOMSON and MARGARETTE MOORE 
 

Susan’s funeral will take place on  Friday 8th October at 3:30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
Margarette’s funeral details are yet to be finalised. 

Please also remember Susan and Margarette’s families in your prayers. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

 

We are hosting our first Alpha Online beginning on Wednesday 22nd September at 7:30pm and we are inviting 
everyone to take part.  Especially those who are new to the parish, parents seeking sacraments for their children, 
or adults preparing for marriage or seeking the sacrament of Confirmation.   To find out more and to register, visit 
our website https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/alpha  

 
 

SVP Awareness Month 2021 – The parish SVP group is appealing for more members. We 
need your assistance now more than ever as people suffer terrible hardship because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic – and worse is to come as many of the government buffers to help people 
through the lockdown are going. Join us and work with us to help in whatever way you can – 
whether it’s delivering food parcels, phoning someone for a chat, or giving someone a lift to the 

doctor.  While we welcome anyone moved by the Holy Spirit to join us, we feel that the work we do would particularly suit those 
who are newly or semi-retired. We’d be grateful also for help with social media to help make more people in need aware of what 
we can do to help them. Please contact us for an informal chat on 07731862349 or email PresidentB170315@svp.org.uk. 
 

 

 

Limited spaces are available at Footsteps Nursery located within St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
school, Gipsy Lane, Bracknell, RG12 9AP. For further information please either: • call 01344 
425246 • email secretary@stjosephsbracknell.co.uk or visit the website: 
http://www.stjosephsbracknell.co.uk/about-footsteps/   

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ARE REGISTERED WITH THE PARISH FOR ONE YEAR IF YOU ARE SEEKING THE 
SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE 

https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-life/parish-registration 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ – On page 2 we continue the serialisation of 
Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

 

 
 

SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND: If you or your relative are housebound or because of illness cannot come to Mass 
wish to receive Holy Communion at your home, please inform the parish office (telephone 01344 425729 or 
email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) so that arrangements may be made for you to receive Holy Communion from 
a Minister of the Holy Eucharist. Ministers are now allowed to resume visits and continued safety protocols will be 
adhered to: wearing masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.  
“The Eucharist is essential for us: it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives and fill us with his grace”. Pope Francis 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to limited 
additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, 
Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, 
Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, 

Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, 
Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, 
Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, 

Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Francis Franklin, Ann O’Sullivan. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

Sunday                   19th     8.30am         Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions     
                                         12.00noon     Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Monday                  20th     NO MASS 
                                         10.00am          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST. MATTHEW, Apostle, Evangelist, Feast 
Tuesday                 21st    10.00am        Mass                                                  John O’Sullivan, RIP    
                                         11.00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Wednesday            22nd   10.00am        Mass                                                       Mary Grattan, RIP                                               
                                         11:00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 
ST. PIO OF PIETRELCINA, Religious, Memorial 
Thursday                23rd    10.00am        Mass                                                       John Collins, RIP   
                                         11.00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM, Memorial 
Friday                     24th    12.00noon     Mass                                                           Ann O’Sullivan                
                                         1.00pm          Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                 25th   10.00am         Mass                                                Mr & Mrs Abdon, RIP               
                                         11.00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
Saturday                 25th      6.00pm        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                   26th      8.30am        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am        Mass                                                       Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon     Private Prayer, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
All Masses, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live.  

To Watch Live head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;      DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 


