
 

THE YEAR OF SAINT MARK 

EATING WITH THE BRIDEGROOM 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

THE MOST BLESSED OF ALL WOMEN  
 

SUNDAY 15 AUGUST 2021 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth proclaims Mary as 'The most Blessed of all Women'.   Yet while her  first instinct is 
to give thanks to the God for whom 'nothing is impossible', Elizabeth also praises Mary for her faith, her trust in the 
God who speaks and delivers on promises made.  Mary is deeply connected to all who 'hear the Word of God and 
obey it'. (Luke 11:27-28). She is not just the Mother of the Beloved Son of God.  She is a disciple, adorned as the first 
and the best, who shows us how to be intentional disciples in our own days. 
 

This experience of Grace, where the 'Word of God' and 'human listening and obeying' unite,  is key to understanding 
Mary's encounter with Gabriel.  Out of her heart, Grace creates a song whose lyrics celebrate what God is doing, and 
how  Mary is actively cooperating with this Sacred activity.  God moves with love, faithfulness, and mercy to change 
the face of the earth.  Anyone who does not have due reverence for the things of God, and who do not align 
themselves with Gods purpose will be scattered in confusion and loneliness.  Even if now they sit on seats of great 
power and gorge themselves at feasts, they will be overthrown and emptied out.  The injustices of the world are 
coming to an end, and those who align themselves to God's purposes will have their part to play in this ending. 
 

The transformation of the face of the earth is not only inspired and directed by God it will also be completed by 
God.  This is known as the Great Assurance.  Communities and individuals who act against God's purpose are 
doomed to failure, but those who move in harmony with God's purposes are being carried into a destiny whose 
beginning and end is God Himself. 
 

It is worth looking at the values which dance in the heart of the singer of the Song.  She is a person of openness, 
humility, questioning, courageous, consulting, faithful and just.  More to the point, all of these values are cradled in her 
pondering heart.  She does not shrink from the difficult work of discerning what is right.  God speaks, and casts a lure 
which will maximise our commitment to love and justice.  This Divine lure is a call to beauty. But the work of restoring 
the beauty of creation will inevitably bring turmoil and trouble.  When this happens, we can lose our footing and begin 
to doubt the whole enterprise.  And this is where the pondering heart comes into its own.  By placing ourselves in a 
constant state of discerning we are less likely to want to impose our will on others, less likely to fight for our way and 
leave havoc in our wake. We listen with our assumptions (bracketed) for the something more that is on its way.  We 
may not know what it is but we recognise it when it arrives. 
 

Rachael Remen says this beautifully. 
 

I've spent many years learning 
how to fix life, only to discover 
at the end of the day 
that life is not broken. 
 

There is a hidden seed of great wholeness 
in everyone and everything. 
We serve life best 
when we water it 
and befriend it. 
When we listen before we act. 
 

In befriending life 
we do not make things happen 
according to our own design. 
We uncover something that is already happening 
in us and around us 
And create conditions that enable it. 
 

Everything is moving towards its place of wholeness 
always struggling against the odds. 
 

Everything has a deep dream of itself and its fulfilment. 
 

'Finding our Way: Leadership for an Uncertain Time'. Margaret Wheatley, 2007, p.230 
 

With this in mind, listen very carefully to the Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer for today's Feast.  Truly astounding! 
 



 

 
 

 
  

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
FRATELLI TUTTI 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 
FRANCIS 

ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

 

CHAPTER 5 - FORMS OF POPULISM AND LIBERALISM continued 
 

181. Every commitment inspired by the Church’s social doctrine is “derived from charity, which according 
to the teaching of Jesus is the synthesis of the entire Law (cf. Mt 22:36-40)”.[168] This means 
acknowledging that “love, overflowing with small gestures of mutual care, is also civic and political, and it 
makes itself felt in every action that seeks to build a better world”.[169] For this reason, charity finds 
expression not only in close and intimate relationships but also in “macro-relationships: social, economic 
and political”.[170] 
 

182. This political charity is born of a social awareness that transcends every individualistic mindset: 
“‘Social charity makes us love the common good’, it makes us effectively seek the good of all people, 
considered not only as individuals or private persons, but also in the social dimension that unites 
them”.[171] Each of us is fully a person when we are part of a people; at the same time, there are no 
peoples without respect for the individuality of each person. “People” and “person” are correlative terms. 
Nonetheless, there are attempts nowadays to reduce persons to isolated individuals easily manipulated by 
powers pursuing spurious interests. Good politics will seek ways of building communities at every level of 
social life, in order to recalibrate and reorient globalization and thus avoid its disruptive effects. 
 

Effective love 
183. “Social love”[172] makes it possible to advance towards a civilization of love, to which all of us can 
feel called. Charity, with its impulse to universality, is capable of building a new world.[173] No mere 
sentiment, it is the best means of discovering effective paths of development for everyone. Social love is a 
“force capable of inspiring new ways of approaching the problems of today’s world, of profoundly renewing 
structures, social organizations and legal systems from within”.[174] 
 

184. Charity is at the heart of every healthy and open society, yet today “it is easily dismissed as irrelevant 
for interpreting and giving direction to moral responsibility”.[175] Charity, when accompanied by a 
commitment to the truth, is much more than personal feeling, and consequently need not “fall prey to 
contingent subjective emotions and opinions”.[176] Indeed its close relation to truth fosters its universality 
and preserves it from being “confined to a narrow field devoid of relationships”.[177] Otherwise, it would 
be “excluded from the plans and processes of promoting human development of universal range, in 
dialogue between knowledge and praxis”.[178] Without truth, emotion lacks relational and social content. 
Charity’s openness to truth thus protects it from “a fideism that deprives it of its human and universal 
breadth”.[179] 
 

185. Charity needs the light of the truth that we constantly seek. “That light is both the light of reason and 
the light of faith”,[180] and does not admit any form of relativism. Yet it also respects the development of 
the sciences and their essential contribution to finding the surest and most practical means of achieving the 
desired results. For when the good of others is at stake, good intentions are not enough. Concrete efforts 
must be made to bring about whatever they and their nations need for the sake of their development. 
 

[168] Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 2: AAS 101 (2009), 642. 
[169] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 231: AAS 107 (2015), 937. 
[170] Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 2: AAS 101 (2009), 642. 
[171] Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 207. 
[172] SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Redemptor Hominis (4 March 1979), 15: AAS 71 (1979), 288. 
[173] Cf. SAINT PAUL VI, Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio (26 March 1967), 44: AAS 59 (1967), 279. 
[174] Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 207. 
[175] Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 2: AAS 101 (2009), 642. 
[176] Ibid., 3: AAS 101 (2009), 643. 
[177] Ibid., 4: AAS 101 (2009), 643. 
[178] Ibid. 
[179] Ibid., 3: AAS 101 (2009), 643. 
[180] Ibid.: AAS 101 (2009), 642. 
 
 
 



 

 

Are you struggling with stress and poor sleep? Just about managing but generally feeling low, maybe lonely, 
unfulfilled, not particularly happy?  Maybe you’re in recovery from a diagnosed mental health condition or 
addiction and struggling to find new meaning and purpose in your life?  

 

If you’ve answered YES to any of these questions, then we may have a solution! Stepping Stones recovery college has just opened in 
Bracknell and it offers inspiration, information, education, fun and friendship to anyone struggling with life's challenges or supporting 
someone who is.  
 

We provide a compassionate learning environment where you can relax and flourish and join lots of exciting courses and workshops 
that will help you understand what you’re going through, explore your skills and creativity and bring meaning and happiness back into 
your life. At Stepping Stones, we learn together and from each other and we value all forms of knowledge, especially your own 
experience.  
 

Stepping Stones is like no other college. It’s completely FREE and absolutely anyone aged 18 or older, who lives or works in the 
Bracknell Forest area can join.  
 

We are now open for registration and you don’t need to be referred by anyone or have any formal diagnosis of anything. Just log onto 
our website www.steppingstonesrecovery.co.uk and register online.  Or call us on 01344 300333 and come in and register at our 
premises at:  The Court House, Broadway, Bracknell, RG12 1AE. 
We are just outside the Lexicon, close to Bracknell bus and train stations and open between 9:30am and 4:30pm, Monday to 
Friday. 
 

Courses and Workshops start on 6th September BUT do REGISTER NOW to ensure a place on what you want to attend.  Meet the 
Stepping Stones team in the Lexicon on Saturday 14th August. We’ll be there from 9am till 5pm and we’d love to meet you too! 
 

Stepping Stones is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation: Charity No 1189763 
 
 

 

IF YOU WISH TO APPLY FOR ANY OF THE SACRAMENTS: BAPTISM, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, 
YOU MUST BE REGISTED WITH THE PARISH FOR ONE YEAR. REGISTRATION VIA THE PARISH WEBSITE. 

 

 

10th ANNIVERSARY OF THE SYRIAN CONFLICT – HOW YOUR DONATIONS HAVE HELPED THE SYRIAN PEOPLE - 
Thanks to your donations, CAFOD has been helping people in Syria since the crisis began 10 years ago. Over 12 million 

people have left their homes, 5.6 million are refugees in neighbouring countries and within Syria, 13 million people need help. At the beginning, 
our focus was on delivering food and blankets through our local church partners. Then we started providing education, health and legal 
services, and helping people earn a living. Our latest projects are supporting children, lonely elderly people, helping women learn to read, and 
helping people restart their small businesses. We’ve always planned for the long term, standing alongside people who lost everything. None of 
this work would have been possible without your support of CAFOD. Thank you. 
 

 

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! – We hope to commence our precious Sacramental journeys of Baptism, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation.  We need volunteers to join teams of Catechists who walk with families through these wonderful 
Sacraments.  Full training will be given. Please contact the Parish Office if you are interested in volunteering.  
 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - His third encyclical inspired by the life and example of St. 
Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we may rediscover a sense of 
common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week we continue with Chapter 4 and commence Chapter 5 
“Forms of Populism and Liberalism” /continued. 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND: If you or your relative are housebound or because of illness cannot come to Mass wish to 
receive Holy Communion at your home, please inform the parish office (telephone 01344.425729 or 
email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) so that arrangements may be made for you to receive Holy Communion from a Minister of 
the Holy Eucharist. Ministers are now allowed to resume visits and continued safety protocols will be adhered to: wearing masks, 
social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.  

“The Eucharist is essential for us: it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives and fill us with his grace”. Pope Francis 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, 
Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, 
 Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, 
Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, 

Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt,  
Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Susan Thomson,  

Vivienne Halfpenny, Francis Franklin, Ann O’Sullivan. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Sunday                  15th       8.30am        Mass                                                                     Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am        Mass                                                                      Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon     Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Monday               16th     NO MASS 
                                     10.00am         Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 
Tuesday                17th      10.00am        Mass                                                                       Maria Peter, RIP 
                                          11.00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 

 
Wednesday           18th     10.00am        Mass                                                                   Justin Grattan, RIP 
                                         11:00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

Thursday               19th     10.00am         Mass                                                                      David Ryan, RIP 
                                         11.00am         Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST BERNARD, Abbot, Doctor of the Church 
Friday                    20th     12.00noon      Mass                                                                             Tracy Lenon    
                                           1.00pm         Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

ST PIUS X, Pope 
Saturday               21st      10.00am        Mass                                                                                                          
                                         11.00am        Private Prayer, Porch access only 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday               21st        6.00pm         Mass                                                                    Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                 22nd       8.30am         Mass                                                                     Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am         Mass                                                                     Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon      Private Prayer, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
All Masses, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live.  

To Watch Live head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 


