
 

THE YEAR OF SAINT MARK 

EATING WITH THE BRIDEGROOM 
 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

HAS THE TEACHING OF JESUS EVER CHANGED YOUR MIND ABOUT ANYTHING? 

 

SUNDAY 1 AUGUST 2021 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It looks like the crowd are following Jesus but they are really following miracles.  Jesus sees through their 
immaturity and tries to help them to grow up. They seek Him because he has filled their bellies with bread.  But 
they have still not understood what the bread means.  They are well aware of their physical hunger and are very 
focused on filling it.  But they are less acquainted with their spiritual hunger and are not sure how to fill 
that.  Jesus tells them that He, Himself, is the one who feeds them with 'Bread from Heaven'.  Now He begins 
lesson number two.  They ask him about keeping the law or the works of God.  To be faithful, they must do what 
God does.  He teaches them that they can only do these works (the many) if they are united to the work (the 
One).  They must join the One who has been sent.  For while, "The Law was indeed given through Moses, 
Grace and Truth have come through Jesus Christ." (Jn 1,29) 
 

Now comes lesson number three.  These ‘would be’ disciples need proof.  If Jesus is the work of God, what work 
will He do that will help them to believe in Him?  They know that the Law, the great charter for Justice, is from 
God, because Moses, the lawgiver, provided manna in the desert.  The manna is the only validation Moses 
needs.  But Jesus says, 'Think again!'  The manna was not given as proof that Moses was from God.  It was 
meant to reveal the One who put it there.  The Father is the One who gives Bread from Heaven and He is giving 
it all the time.  Now they must see that the True Bread which comes down from Heaven is given for the whole 
world.  It cannot be contained within the borders of Israel.  It is a gift for the whole of Creation.  The Bread is its 
own reality. It does not point to something else.  If you let Jesus in you will have all the proof you need! 
 

Now, lesson number four!  The crowd need time to take in the full 
impact of what Jesus is teaching them.  For now, all they can hear is 
the promise of manna every day.  Since the 'Bread of Life' is the 
spiritual nourishment that flows from God into Creation, and since 
Jesus is the Beloved Son of God who rebuilds the connection, He 
himself is the Bread of life.  Whoever comes to Him will kiss eternity 
and they will never feel spiritual hunger or thirst ever again.  The 

Teacher invites those who are locked in the prison of the visible, the material and the temporal to embrace the 
freedom of the invisible, the spiritual and the eternal.   Can they do it? 
 

Once upon a time, there was an exhausted mother who stood up at a retreat and announced that she was tired 
of giving.  Her friends were quick to offer solutions and advice; day-care, part time employment, more husband-
father involvement.  Then a voice broke through this conversation, "Honey, you gotta learn how to sing".  She 
told the exhausted mother that she had to change her whole mind, her whole attitude.  Nothing suggested so far 
would provide lasting help.  Tinkering with the edges was no substitute for inner change.  She had to transform 
the moments of giving into moments of meeting. 
 

Spiritual Teachers value interior change as the forerunner to new and decisive action.  They often tweak and 
tease the consciousness of their disciples to see things in a new way.  Like the other day when I was driving 
back from visiting my best friend who is dying,  I saw, on the billboard of a church, 'Tweet others as you yourself 
would like to be tweeted'.  Brilliant!  Or the story Jack Kornfield tells of his spiritual Teacher.  'There is a road I 
know well, but it can be foggy or dark.  When I see someone travelling this road about to fall into a ditch or get 
lost in a side track on the right hand side, I call out 'Go to the left.' So too, if I see someone fall into a ditch or get 
lost in a side track on the left hand side, I call out, 'Go to the right.'   That's all I do when I teach.  Wherever you 
get caught, I say, 'Let go of that too.' (After the Ecstasy, the Laundry: How the Heart Grows Wise on the Spiritual 
Path)[New York: Bantam 2000. Pp268-169] 
 

Jesus, the Teacher, knows the path well and can help others who are in a fog or in darkness.  I like to see Him 
calling out to us, "A little to the left," or "Go to the right".  And I imagine Him saying, "Don't keep hungering after 
wonders or miracles.  Notice the deeper hunger within you for what lasts forever.  Turn your mind from doing 
things and enlarge the inner space from which you are able to do things.  Gods' work is always done with 
God.  Stop asking, 'How will I know if this is true?'  Instead ask, 'Am I in communion with God and receiving His 
gift of life. Manna every morning will not solve your problems.  Give your heart to me and you will be satisfied for 
ever."  This is the deeper level where Love elevates us and things become easier, less trying, happening more 
by themselves.  If you think you need more of this, you are right. 
 



 

 
  

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
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OF THE HOLY FATHER 
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ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

 

CHAPTER 5 - FORMS OF POPULISM AND LIBERALISM continued 
 

172. The twenty-first century “is witnessing a weakening of the power of nation states, chiefly because the 
economic and financial sectors, being transnational, tend to prevail over the political. Given this situation, it 
is essential to devise stronger and more efficiently organized international institutions, with functionaries 
who are appointed fairly by agreement among national governments, and empowered to impose 
sanctions”.[149] When we talk about the possibility of some form of world authority regulated by 
law,[150] we need not necessarily think of a personal authority. Still, such an authority ought at least to 
promote more effective world organizations, equipped with the power to provide for the global common 
good, the elimination of hunger and poverty and the sure defence of fundamental human rights. 
 
173. In this regard, I would also note the need for a reform of “the United Nations Organization, and 
likewise of economic institutions and international finance, so that the concept of the family of nations can 
acquire real teeth”.[151] Needless to say, this calls for clear legal limits to avoid power being co-opted only 
by a few countries and to prevent cultural impositions or a restriction of the basic freedoms of weaker 
nations on the basis of ideological differences. For “the international community is a juridical community 
founded on the sovereignty of each member state, without bonds of subordination that deny or limit its 
independence”.[152] At the same time, “the work of the United Nations, according to the principles set 
forth in the Preamble and the first Articles of its founding Charter, can be seen as the development and 
promotion of the rule of law, based on the realization that justice is an essential condition for achieving the 
ideal of universal fraternity… There is a need to ensure the uncontested rule of law and tireless recourse to 
negotiation, mediation and arbitration, as proposed by the Charter of the United Nations, which constitutes 
truly a fundamental juridical norm”.[153] There is need to prevent this Organization from being 
delegitimized, since its problems and shortcomings are capable of being jointly addressed and resolved. 
 
174. Courage and generosity are needed in order freely to establish shared goals and to ensure the 
worldwide observance of certain essential norms. For this to be truly useful, it is essential to uphold “the 
need to be faithful to agreements undertaken (pacta sunt servanda)”,[154] and to avoid the “temptation to 
appeal to the law of force rather than to the force of law”.[155] This means reinforcing the “normative 
instruments for the peaceful resolution of controversies... so as to strengthen their scope and binding 
force”.[156] Among these normative instruments, preference should be given to multilateral agreements 
between states, because, more than bilateral agreements, they guarantee the promotion of a truly 
universal common good and the protection of weaker states. 
 
175. Providentially, many groups and organizations within civil society help to compensate for the 
shortcomings of the international community, its lack of coordination in complex situations, its lack of 
attention to fundamental human rights and to the critical needs of certain groups. Here we can see a 
concrete application of the principle of subsidiarity, which justifies the participation and activity of 
communities and organizations on lower levels as a means of integrating and complementing the activity of 
the state. These groups and organizations often carry out commendable efforts in the service of the 
common good and their members at times show true heroism, revealing something of the grandeur of 
which our humanity is still capable. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, 
Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, 
 Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri 
Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal 

Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt,  
Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Susan Thomson, Vivienne Halfpenny, 

Francis Franklin. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Hi Everyone, 
 

Now that we are past the great 'freedom' day of 19th July, the Bishops’ have written some guidelines to support 
us to take the next steps forward to maintain safety in our churches.  We will, of course, continue to monitor the 
situation as we listen carefully to all advice from 'Sage'.  With all this in mind I would like to announce the 
following changes to our current practice. 
 

Firstly, we have now removed all of the tape and barriers from the church and have restored full seating 
capacity.  Please continue the practice of staying in family bubbles for now. 
 

Next, after this weekend you will no longer need to book a seat to attend any public mass.  The bishops have 
advised that the return to Sunday Obligation will not be implemented until the first week of Advent.  In the 
meantime, please try to spread your attendance at mass over the eight public masses celebrated each week. 
 

Next, hand sanitiser will be available for use at all entrances and exits to the church building and you are asked 
to make good use of this facility. 
 

Next, it is strongly recommended that we continue to wear some form of face covering, unless there is a valid 
reason not to do so, while we are at mass. 
 

Next, the Holy Water fonts will not be available until the pandemic is ended.  If you want Holy Water, please 
bring water in a sealed container to the church where it can be blessed. 
 

We will not be re-introducing the practice of handing baskets around for the offerings which are so 
necessary for the upkeep of the parish.  Instead, you can make your Offering as you leave the Church in 
baskets provided. 
 

Next, Holy Communion will continue to be distributed without reception from the chalice.  It is strongly 
recommended that communion is received in the hand.  If you wish to receive on the tongue you should 
wait till the end to reduce any risk to others. 
 

I am inviting all those who exercise the ministry of Reader, Eucharistic minister and Altar Server to return to 
this ministry as soon as possible.  At the same time, I do not wish to cause anyone unnecessary anxiety 
and respect your right to return to these ministries when you feel it is safe to do so. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my unbounded gratitude to Liz Fisher for the hours of hard 
work it took to create safe spaces in the church for people to come to mass without being afraid, and for her 
attention to the detail of providing all the necessary equipment which made the church the safest place in 
Bracknell.  Similar gratitude is extended to the wonderful teams of stewards who guided people safely in, 
through and out of the church when we reopened. 
 

In this new situation, the ministry of stewards is no longer necessary and we are asking everyone to ensure 
that the recommended social distancing guidelines are followed at all times. 
 

Finally, I would like to express the thanks of the whole community to everyone who enabled the life of our 
parish community to flourish in very difficult circumstances.  I particularly want to thank everyone who gave 
their precious time to care pastorally since the start of lockdown in March 2020 by phoning the sick, elderly 
and vulnerable of our parish, giving much needed companionship.  Their offers of help, shopping, social 
distance visiting, delivering newsletters and, recently, taking Holy Communion to the housebound while 
observing the guidelines.  All those who were “there at the end of the phone for anyone in need”.  Our 
Flower teams who made our beautiful church look even more beautiful. The Leadership and Finance 
Teams did an amazing job.  I especially wish to thank all those who contributed to the hardship fund and 
the food delivery service which supported many people in the town who were struggling.  More than once I 
was moved to tears by the kindness and generosity of so many in such challenging circumstances.  As we 
make the slow return to the fullness of life it is my dearest wish that everyone in our parish community 
renews their commitment to offering their time and talents each week to building up the community in Love 
and our continued outreach to those who are suffering. 
 

May God continue to bless and watch over us in the days ahead. 
 

With all my Love, 
 
Fr. Danny 
 
 
 

 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   1st       8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon  Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                2nd     NO MASS 
                                     10.00am    Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Tuesday                 3rd     10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                                          David Webb, RIP 
                                        11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
  

ST JOHN VIANNEY, Priest 
Wednesday            4th     10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Angela & Len Jacobs, RIP 
                                        11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 
Thursday                5th     10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                          
                                        11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD, Feast 
Friday                     6th     12.00noon   Limited Attendance Mass                                   Gloria Baclayon, RIP 
                                          1.00pm      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                7th       10.00am     Limited Attendance Mass                                Catherine Grattan, RIP 
                                         11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                7th        6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                                        Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                   8th       8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon  Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:   The Church car park gates and bollards will be closed for 24 hours to maintain the car park's 
permitted access status rather than being a public right of way from 12.30pm on Sunday 8 August 2021 until  

12.30pm on Monday 9 August 2021 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON; DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE IN THE PORCH AND ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 


