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Jesus has finished a long day of teaching. How will His teachings be received? Will his disciples be ready to 
take the next step? This next step is an invitation from Jesus to 'cross over to the other side'. As the story 
unfolds, the disciples will learn what crossing over means.  On the surface events unfold which on the sea, 
but these events take the disciples into the landscape of their own hearts.  The invitation of Jesus is a crossing 
over from being afraid to being filled with Trust. The boat trip suggests that Jesus has not finished teaching 
and needs his disciples to deepen their understanding and integrate this Wisdom into their lives. 
 

At first the disciples do not hesitate.  At Jesus' invitation they welcome him into their 'boat'.  Perhaps they 
think that this will be their adventure (v.36). Also the text says that they take Jesus 'just as he was' (v.36). I 
take this to mean that he is still in teaching mode.  But the point of this teaching will be a transformation of 
fearful disciples to trusting disciples.  They will be the first of many who will be invited to cross over to the 
other side. 
 

The drama unfolds and it becomes clear that the disciples cannot make the crossing.  The storm fills them 
with fear and doubt. They awaken the teacher who shows them how to trust and how to stay rooted in 
love.  But they just cannot get there.  The transformation is beyond them.  The teacher asks then to take a 
good look at themselves but they can't do that either, preferring to focus on the puzzle of his lack of fear.  In 
a world where we are constantly threatened by all kinds of dangers it is hard not to give our fears the 
microphone.  We can become paralysed by the 'wind and the waves'.  In this state, it is very difficult to make 
the Wisdom of Jesus our own. 
 

And while we grapple and wrestle with all the things that frighten us, Jesus sleeps, resting on a cushion no 
less.  A study in Peace in the midst of the storm.  But the disciples cannot calm the storm in their own 
hearts.  All they can think of doing is waking him up with the question we all know and understand, 'Teacher, 
do you not care that we are dying?' Their fear makes them doubt the 
Love which is becoming their life. The storm splits their minds and 
breaks their hearts as they try to hold on to the teaching of Jesus 
and avoid the real waves which are swamping their boat. 
 

The awakened Jesus models the power of the steady heartbeat 
which remains open to God and God's power over the storms. He 
rebukes the pretentious power of fear and commands silence and 
peace.  The storm is no match for the love of God.  His answer to 
their question 'Does God care?' Is a resounding YES! But the truth 
of this can only be received by a mind free of doubt.  It is this 
teaching which must dissolve their fear and lack of trust. 
 

And even as Jesus speaks a new fear takes over.  Now they are 
afraid of Jesus.  They are in awe of him - the kind of awe that makes 
people tremble in the presence of divine power.  But even this kind 
of fear can work against trust because it does not encourage 
imitation.  It pushes the disciples to talk about Jesus and his abilities (v.41). But what Jesus wanted was for 
his disciples to talk about how their fear was still overriding g their faith. Curiosity about Jesus' identity is no 
substitute for the more radical act of crossing over to the other side.  When Jesus the Teacher cannot be 
received, Jesus the saviour is born! 
 

Under Jesus careful guidance we can make great advances.  He tells us that the Love of God is greater than 
the troubles of the world and invites us to cross over from fear to trust.  But when the troubles of the world 
start knocking at our door it is difficult to keep trusting.  The pure in heart always see God.  The fearful of 
heart also see God and the waves, but the waves always win!   Perhaps we should be encouraged by the 
fact that Marks Gospel ends on the same note where the disciples flee the empty tomb in terror (Mk 16:8). 
Perhaps the struggle to be faithful to community in an age of Holocausts is a constant challenge for every 
disciple who wants to inherit the Wisdom of Jesus who, sleeping or awake, knows that Love is always stronger 
than death. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
A HEART OPEN TO THE WHOLE WORLD/continued… 

 

A gratuitousness open to others 
139. Even so, I do not wish to limit this presentation to a kind of utilitarian approach. There is always the factor 
of “gratuitousness”: the ability to do some things simply because they are good in themselves, without concern 
for personal gain or recompense. Gratuitousness makes it possible for us to welcome the stranger, even though 
this brings us no immediate tangible benefit. Some countries, though, presume to accept only scientists or 
investors. 
 

140. Life without fraternal gratuitousness becomes a form of frenetic commerce, in which we are constantly 
weighing up what we give and what we get back in return. God, on the other hand, gives freely, to the point of 
helping even those who are unfaithful; he “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good” (Mt 5:45). There is a 
reason why Jesus told us: “When you give alms, do not let your right hand know what your left hand is doing, so 
that your alms may be in secret” (Mt 6:3-4). We received life freely; we paid nothing for it. Consequently, all of 
us are able to give without expecting anything in return, to do good to others without demanding that they treat 
us well in return. As Jesus told his disciples: “Without cost you have received, without cost you are to give” 
(Mt 10:8). 
 

141. The true worth of the different countries of our world is measured by their ability to think not simply as a 
country but also as part of the larger human family. This is seen especially in times of crisis. Narrow forms of 
nationalism are an extreme expression of an inability to grasp the meaning of this gratuitousness. They err in 
thinking that they can develop on their own, heedless of the ruin of others, that by closing their doors to others 
they will be better protected. Immigrants are seen as usurpers who have nothing to offer. This leads to the 
simplistic belief that the poor are dangerous and useless, while the powerful are generous benefactors. Only a 
social and political culture that readily and “gratuitously” welcomes others will have a future. 
 

LOCAL AND UNIVERSAL 
142. It should be kept in mind that “an innate tension exists between globalization and localization. We need to 
pay attention to the global so as to avoid narrowness and banality. Yet we also need to look to the local, which 
keeps our feet on the ground. Together, the two prevent us from falling into one of two extremes. In the first, 
people get caught up in an abstract, globalized universe… In the other, they turn into a museum of local folklore, 
a world apart, doomed to doing the same things over and over, incapable of being challenged by novelty or 
appreciating the beauty which God bestows beyond their borders”.[124] We need to have a global outlook to save 
ourselves from petty provincialism. When our house stops being a home and starts to become an enclosure, a 
cell, then the global comes to our rescue, like a “final cause” that draws us towards our fulfilment. At the same 
time, though, the local has to be eagerly embraced, for it possesses something that the global does not: it is 
capable of being a leaven, of bringing enrichment, of sparking mechanisms of subsidiarity. Universal fraternity 
and social friendship are thus two inseparable and equally vital poles in every society. To separate them would be 
to disfigure each and to create a dangerous polarization. 
 

Local flavour 
143. The solution is not an openness that spurns its own richness. Just as there can be no dialogue with 
“others” without a sense of our own identity, so there can be no openness between peoples except on the basis 
of love for one’s own land, one’s own people, one’s own cultural roots. I cannot truly encounter another unless I 
stand on firm foundations, for it is on the basis of these that I can accept the gift the other brings and in turn 
offer an authentic gift of my own. I can welcome others who are different, and value the unique contribution 
they have to make, only if I am firmly rooted in my own people and culture. Everyone loves and cares for his or 
her native land and village, just as they love and care for their home and are personally responsible for its 
upkeep. The common good likewise requires that we protect and love our native land. Otherwise, the 
consequences of a disaster in one country will end up affecting the entire planet. All this brings out the positive 
meaning of the right to property: I care for and cultivate something that I possess, in such a way that it can 
contribute to the good of all. 
 

[124] Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 234: AAS 105 (2013), 1115. 



 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF: JOSEPH DEVLIN, RIP who died on Saturday 5 June 2021. 
Joseph’s Requiem Mass will be on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 11.00am at St Joseph & St Margaret Clitherow Church, 
then Easthampstead Park Cemetary at 1.00pm.   

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

On Corpus Christi Sunday, Bishop Philip inaugurated for our Diocese a YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST which 
will run until Christmas 2022. We pray that this Year will bring about within us all a deep spiritual renewal, 
a renewal of love for Jesus in the Eucharist and for Jesus in the poor, those spiritually adrift and in creation. 
Let us also continue praying to the Lord for an effective resolution of the pandemic.  May this Year 

strengthen our Diocese, root us more firmly in Christ, and equip us for more effective mission and service. Read the Bishop’s 5 Hopes for 
this Year of the Eucharist here: https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/issue325#My%20Five%20Hopes 
 

CAR PARK SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL – The 2021-2022 car park subscription forms available to website download, 
the porch and church exit. The subscriptions for parishioners only for renewals and new subscriptions.  The new 
subscription period is Thursday 1 July 2021 until Thursday 30 June 2022. Car park charge is £50.00 for 2021/2022.  

Disability Blue Badge holders free of charge, valid Blue Badge details will be required.  Please return completed form with cash/cheque 
to the parish office via Royal Mail or posted through the Presbytery letterbox.  New windscreen sticker is green and can be collected 
from the Presbytery. Please be aware that you will be challenged, outside of Mass times, if you park in the car park without displaying a 
valid sticker. In accordance with GDPR guidelines 2020 subscription forms will be shredded.   
 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 
TREASURER : The Parish has a vacancy for a volunteer Treasurer. The Treasurer works with the Bookkeeper and the Gift Aid Organiser to 
maintain the Parish Accounts and provide regular reports to the Finance Committee. If you would like to volunteer or would like more information, 
please contact the Parish Office.  
  

FINANCE COMMITTEE SECRETARY : The Finance Committee has a vacancy for a volunteer Secretary. The primary tasks are to attend the 
monthly Wednesday evening Finance Committee meetings taking Minutes, record actions and to circulate them after the meeting. If you would 
like to volunteer or would like more information, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

GUIDANCE FOR ATTENDING MASSES: Everyone is very welcome to attend any weekday or Sunday Masses. However, 
attendance is limited and for all Masses you must book seat(s) in advance online via the parish website 
www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org  Bookings are available from 9am, Mondays. Please be aware that arriving without a seat 
reserved risks refusal if no seat(s) available for you if the church has reached its Covid19 secure capacity of 35 seats double 
and single. The church doors open 30 minutes before Mass for the Stewards to process you on Track & Trace, NHS Track & 
Trace, temperature taking, health questions, mobility and Mass procedure, even if Mass has started you will still need to be 
processed by Stewards. Face-coverings (nose and mouth) are still mandatory, except for those with a medical exemption. We 
continue to maintain social distancing within the Church at all times. All Masses are being livestreamed on our parish website.   
 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - His third encyclical inspired by the life and example of St. 
Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we may rediscover a sense of 
common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week we continue with Chapter 4. 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 

 
 

SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND: If you or your relative are housebound or because of illness cannot come to Mass wish to receive 
Holy Communion at your home, please inform the parish office (telephone 01344.425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) so 
that arrangements may be made for you to receive Holy Communion from a Minister of the Holy Eucharist. Ministers are now allowed 

to resume visits and continued safety protocols will be adhered to: wearing masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.  
“The Eucharist is essential for us: it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives and fill us with his grace”. Pope Francis 

 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, 
Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin,  
Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, 

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, 
Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose,  

Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Meg Knowles, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   20th      8.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon  Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                  21st     NO MASS 
                                         10.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Tuesday                 22nd   10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                            Janet Salisbury 
                                         11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
  

Wednesday            23rd    11.00am     Requiem Mass – Joseph Devlin, RIP     
                                           1:00pm     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

Thursday                24th    10.00am     Limited Attendance Mass                               Douglas Hunt 
                                         11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Friday                     25th    12.00noon  Limited Attendance Mass                            Paul Baker, RIP 
                                           1.00pm     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                26th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                    Phyllis D’Souza, RIP 
                                         11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                26th      6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                  27th       8.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon  Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 


