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Jesus uses Parables to teach about the Kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God is being born, is coming to 
be, in and through His disciples.  Their struggle for a new humanity and a new community will drive all 
darkness away.  It is not something we experience only on the other side of the grave.  It is here!  It is now!  It 
is in the very heart of us!  And boy do we know it when it speaks and makes itself known! 
 

Parables are not like other stories.  They are laden with depths of meaning which cannot be accessed by the 
casual listener.  Serious apprentices listen over and over again to the Parable so that it might reveal its 
meaning and offer up its treasure to us.  Ordinary events illuminate spiritual realities.  The Kingdom of God 
is like this, but it isn't not like this either.  The images are deliberately open ended.  They open a territory but 
do not map it.  They discipline the heart to look in certain direction, but they do not tell the heart what it will 
see.  What the teacher is trying to do is to raise awareness, to heighten the consciousness of the disciple. 
 

This Sunday, we are given the gift of two Parables.  The first is about seed and soil and urges us to trust the 
natural growing process.  Once contact has been made between the seed (the word) and the earth (the 
receptive heart) a process of development begins.  This process is more mysterious than we know and we 
should not interfere in it.  We can live our lives and we can sleep easy.  Sower Control is not permitted!  Hence 
the story of the farmer who wanting to see it all, poked around his crop every day and ended up with 
nothing.  For those who lack trust, nothing grows!  But for those who trust, the miracle unfolds.  Step by 
wonderful step we gaze on the ripeness that will be harvested to become bread for the hungry. 
 

The second Parable is very reassuring.  God likes to hide in small things.  The greater is contained in the 
lesser.  What we now know may be as small as a mustard seed.  But once the seed has been sown into 
mystery it will grow.  What will be harvested will be the enhanced ability of disciples to defend, shelter, protect 
and comfort others. 
 

The Gospels make it clear that Jesus does not want casual listeners among His disciples. He wants to give 
His words to serious apprentices. His words are wings.  He sees more in us than we see in ourselves.  It 
takes real humility to know ourselves as mustard seeds and to sit in the presence of the One who sees us as 
the sheltering tree of life. 
 

Paul Murray's poem, 'Know Yourself' captures some of this energy. 
 

There is a world within you no one has ever seen, 
A voice no one has ever heard, not even you. 
As yet unknown, you are your own seer, 
Your own interpreter. 
And so, with eyes and ears 
Grown sharp for voice or sign 
Listen well- 
Not to these words 
But to that inward voice 
That impulse beating in your heart 
Like a far wave. 
Turn to that source, and you 
Will find 
What no one has ever found. 
A ground within you  
None has ever seen. 
A world beyond the limits 
Of your dreams horizon.  
(The Absent Fountain [Dublin:Daedalus Press,1991]12) 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
A HEART OPEN TO THE WHOLE WORLD/continued… 

 

133. The arrival of those who are different, coming from other ways of life and cultures, can be a gift, for “the 
stories of migrants are always stories of an encounter between individuals and between cultures. For the 
communities and societies to which they come, migrants bring an opportunity for enrichment and the integral 
human development of all”.[115] For this reason, “I especially urge young people not to play into the hands of 
those who would set them against other young people, newly arrived in their countries, and who would encourage 
them to view the latter as a threat, and not possessed of the same inalienable dignity as every other human 
being”.[116] 
 

134. Indeed, when we open our hearts to those who are different, this enables them, while continuing to be 
themselves, to develop in new ways. The different cultures that have flourished over the centuries need to be 
preserved, lest our world be impoverished. At the same time, those cultures should be encouraged to be open to 
new experiences through their encounter with other realities, for the risk of succumbing to cultural sclerosis is 
always present. That is why “we need to communicate with each other, to discover the gifts of each person, to 
promote that which unites us, and to regard our differences as an opportunity to grow in mutual respect. Patience 
and trust are called for in such dialogue, permitting individuals, families and communities to hand on the values 
of their own culture and welcome the good that comes from others’ experiences”.[117] 
 

135. Here I would mention some examples that I have used in the past. Latino culture is “a ferment of values 
and possibilities that can greatly enrich the United States”, for “intense immigration always ends up influencing 
and transforming the culture of a place… In Argentina, intense immigration from Italy has left a mark on the 
culture of the society, and the presence of some 200,000 Jews has a great effect on the cultural ‘style’ of Buenos 
Aires. Immigrants, if they are helped to integrate, are a blessing, a source of enrichment and new gift that 
encourages a society to grow”.[118] 
 

136. On an even broader scale, Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb and I have observed that “good relations between 
East and West are indisputably necessary for both. They must not be neglected, so that each can be enriched by 
the other’s culture through fruitful exchange and dialogue. The West can discover in the East remedies for those 
spiritual and religious maladies that are caused by a prevailing materialism. And the East can find in the West 
many elements that can help free it from weakness, division, conflict and scientific, technical and cultural decline. 
It is important to pay attention to religious, cultural and historical differences that are a vital component in shaping 
the character, culture and civilization of the East. It is likewise important to reinforce the bond of fundamental 
human rights in order to help ensure a dignified life for all the men and women of East and West, avoiding the 
politics of double standards”.[119] 
 

137. Mutual assistance between countries proves enriching for each. A country that moves forward while 
remaining solidly grounded in its original cultural substratum is a treasure for the whole of humanity. We need to 
develop the awareness that nowadays we are either all saved together or no one is saved. Poverty, decadence 
and suffering in one part of the earth are a silent breeding ground for problems that will end up affecting the 
entire planet. If we are troubled by the extinction of certain species, we should be all the more troubled that in 
some parts of our world individuals or peoples are prevented from developing their potential and beauty by poverty 
or other structural limitations. In the end, this will impoverish us all. 
138. Although this has always been true, never has it been more evident than in our own day, when the world is 
interconnected by globalization. We need to attain a global juridical, political and economic order “which can 
increase and give direction to international cooperation for the development of all peoples in 
solidarity”.[120] Ultimately, this will benefit the entire world, since “development aid for poor countries” implies 
“creating wealth for all”.[121] From the standpoint of integral development, this presupposes “giving poorer 
nations an effective voice in shared decision-making”[122] and the capacity to “facilitate access to the international 
market on the part of countries suffering from poverty and underdevelopment”.[123] 
 

[115] Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit (25 March 2019), 93.  [116] Ibid., 94.  [117] Address to Authorities, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina (6 June 
2015): L’Osservatore Romano, 7 June 2015, p. 7.  [118] Latinoamérica. Conversaciones con Hernán Reyes Alcaide, ed. Planeta, Buenos Aires, 2017, 05.  [119] Document 
on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, Abu Dhabi (4 February 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 4-5 February 2019, p. 7.  [120] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical 
Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 67: AAS 101 (2009), 700.  [121] Ibid., 60: AAS 101 (2009), 695.  [122] Ibid., 67: AAS 101 (2009), 700. 

[123] PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 447. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF: JOSEPH DEVLIN, RIP who died on Saturday 5 June 2021. 

Joseph’s Requiem Mass will be on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 11.00am at St Joseph & St Margaret Clitherow Church, 

then Easthampstead Park Cemetary at 1.00pm.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

CAR PARK SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL – The 2021-2022 car park subscription forms available to website download, 
the porch and church exit. The subscriptions for parishioners only for renewals and new subscriptions.  The new 
subscription period is Thursday 1 July 2021 until Thursday 30 June 2022. Car park charge is £50.00 for 2021/2022.  

Disability Blue Badge holders free of charge, valid Blue Badge details will be required.  Please return completed form with cash/cheque 
to the parish office via Royal Mail or posted through the Presbytery letterbox.  New windscreen sticker is green and can be collected 
from the Presbytery. Please be aware that you will be challenged, outside of Mass times, if you park in the car park without displaying a 
valid sticker. In accordance with GDPR guidelines 2020 subscription forms will be shredded.   
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will have limited support from Friday 11 June until Friday 18 June inclusive, please give 

the office support volunteers respect and patience. 
 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
TREASURER : The Parish has a vacancy for a volunteer Treasurer. The Treasurer works with the Bookkeeper and the Gift Aid Organiser to 
maintain the Parish Accounts and provide regular reports to the Finance Committee. If you would like to volunteer or would like more information, 
please contact the Parish Office.  
  

FINANCE COMMITTEE SECRETARY : The Finance Committee has a vacancy for a volunteer Secretary. The primary tasks are to attend the 
monthly Wednesday evening Finance Committee meetings taking Minutes, record actions and to circulate them after the meeting. If you would 
like to volunteer or would like more information, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

GUIDANCE FOR ATTENDING MASSES: Everyone is very welcome to attend any weekday or Sunday Masses. However, 
attendance is limited and for all Masses you must book seat(s) in advance online via the parish website 
www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org  Bookings are available from 9am, Mondays. Please be aware that arriving without a seat 
reserved risks refusal if no seat(s) available for you if the church has reached its Covid19 secure capacity of 35 seats double 
and single. The church doors open 30 minutes before Mass for the Stewards to process you on Track & Trace, NHS Track & 
Trace, temperature taking, health questions, mobility and Mass procedure, even if Mass has started you will still need to be 
processed by Stewards. Face-coverings (nose and mouth) are still mandatory, except for those with a medical exemption. We 
continue to maintain social distancing within the Church at all times. All Masses are being livestreamed on our parish website.   
 

 
 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly on 
Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  To develop a better understanding of how scripture calls us to a continuing and 
deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these times.   Please email Mary at 
bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - His third encyclical inspired by the life and example of St. 

Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we may rediscover a sense of 

common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: Chapter 4 ‘A Heart Open To The Whole World’ 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 

 

 

SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND: If you or your relative are housebound or because of illness cannot come to Mass wish to receive 
Holy Communion at your home, please inform the parish office (tel 01344.425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) so that 
arrangements may be made for you to receive Holy Communion from a Minister of the Holy Eucharist. Ministers are now allowed to 

resume visits and continued safety protocols will be adhered to: wearing masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.  

“The Eucharist is essential for us: it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives and fill us with his grace”. Pope Francis 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland, Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, 
Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan,  

Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin,  
Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, 

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, 

Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose,  
Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Meg Knowles, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser. 

 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
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PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   13th      8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 

                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 

                                         12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                  14th     NO MASS 
                                         10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Tuesday                 15th     10.00am     Limited Attendance Mass                          Stuart Birley, RIP 

                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

  

Wednesday            16th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                    Esther Peacock, RIP 

                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Thursday                17th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                               Douglas Hunt 

                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Friday                     18th    12.00noon  Limited Attendance Mass                         Paola Moretti, RIP 

                                           1.00pm     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                19th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass        Peter, RIP & Angela Dossett 

                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                                                                                                                                       

TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                19th      6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                   20th      8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 

                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 

                                         12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 

All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

CONFESSIONS by appointment only, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
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