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When asked about the upcoming feast, Jesus sends His disciples, with a very detailed set of directions, 
including who they will meet, what they should say and what they will be shown.  Perhaps He is trying to let 
them see that what is about to unfold has been well prepared for.  At the meal, Jesus both takes and gives 
thanks for the bread and the cup of wine.  He acts and then speaks the words of one who is actively engaged 
in His own destiny.  He connects bread and cup with His broken body and His poured out blood.  He unites 
dining with dying, Eucharist with crucifixion.  Notice too, that even though there are only a few at the table, 
He spreads the cloth to include 'many'.  This is a meal that strengthens the bonds of love between disciples, 
the One who will not be held by death, and their Father in Heaven. 
 

When I turned 60, from this place I notice how younger people, the twenty 
and thirty somethings, struggle with the questions of who to be with and 
what to do with their lives.  They live in a more challenging and complex 
world than I did at their age.  In that world, they journey from mountains 
to valleys with amazing speed! They are thrown from clarity to confusion 
in a heartbeat. I marvel at their faith and how resilient they are. I worry 
too about how vulnerable they are.  They return again and again to the 
challenges of companionship and meaningful work.  Just like us 'oldies', 
they long to find people and places to whom they can give 
themselves.  They want to break their bodies and pour out their life 
blood.  And when this is not happening, they know something is missing. 
 

We might say they are trying, in their own way, to answer the call to sacrifice.  Sacrifice is the work of making 
life better, or holy, by giving something back.  Da Free John, in his "Scientific Proof of the Existence of God 
Will Soon Be Announced by the White House", has written (p.33-34) 'Those who cling to one or other religious 
or spiritual way must realise that the foundation of all such ways is the disposition of sacrifice - not of self-
preservation or of immunity to life.... This must be expressed in a new, free, sober and truly compassionate 
disposition ... which freely anoints the world with help and intelligent consideration.  Therefore ... let us give 
ourselves up so that each temple ... may become a temporary altar of self-giving into the mystery that 
pervades us.' 
 

Catholics, of course, have been promoting this for centuries.  Jesus command to 'Do this in memory of Me', 
is wrapped in a new Wisdom.  Every word and every gesture in the last supper are a clarion call to gather up 
our lives and act with compassion.  Our lives are a gift but they are not our own.  They are given to us by 
God moment by moment.  Holding fast to this truth increases our gratitude. Gratitude fills us up from the 
inside.  Once filled, we overflow.  The life freely given becomes the life we seek to freely give away. 
 

On this great Feast, I encourage a new and deeper consideration of and meditation on the Eucharist.  I 
believe this can make us smarter and more effective at sacrificing, to which we are naturally disposed.  The 
words and the gestures of Jesus invite us to hold together transcendence, gratitude and sacrifice.  We need 
all three for full living.  If we cling only to transcendence we run the risk of becoming aloof and uninvolved in 
the suffering of others.  Never truly 'in' the life we are living.  If gratitude does not move us to sacrifice, we 
might count our blessings in a way that separates us from others.  If we try to sacrifice without gratitude we 
might become resentful.  We pour ourselves out till we are running in empty.  So, we short circuit and stop 
giving ourselves away.  We might tell ourselves that we have finally wised up.  But the only Wisdom worth 
remembering, is the one which invites us to re-enter the company of the One who knows all about breaking 
and pouring.  In gratitude we can return to this place again and again to draw strength for the journey. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

A HEART OPEN TO THE WHOLE WORLD 
 

128. If the conviction that all human beings are brothers and sisters is not to remain an abstract idea but to 
find concrete embodiment, then numerous related issues emerge, forcing us to see things in a new light and 
to develop new responses. 
 

BORDERS AND THEIR LIMITS 
129. Complex challenges arise when our neighbour happens to be an immigrant.[109] Ideally, unnecessary 
migration ought to be avoided; this entails creating in countries of origin the conditions needed for a dignified 
life and integral development. Yet until substantial progress is made in achieving this goal, we are obliged to 
respect the right of all individuals to find a place that meets their basic needs and those of their families, and 
where they can find personal fulfilment. Our response to the arrival of migrating persons can be summarized 
by four words: welcome, protect, promote and integrate. For “it is not a case of implementing welfare 
programmes from the top down, but rather of undertaking a journey together, through these four actions, 
in order to build cities and countries that, while preserving their respective cultural and religious identity, are 
open to differences and know how to promote them in the spirit of human fraternity”.[110] 
 

130. This implies taking certain indispensable steps, especially in response to those who are fleeing grave 
humanitarian crises. As examples, we may cite: increasing and simplifying the granting of visas; adopting 
programmes of individual and community sponsorship; opening humanitarian corridors for the most 
vulnerable refugees; providing suitable and dignified housing; guaranteeing personal security and access to 
basic services; ensuring adequate consular assistance and the right to retain personal identity documents; 
equitable access to the justice system; the possibility of opening bank accounts and the guarantee of the 
minimum needed to survive; freedom of movement and the possibility of employment; protecting minors 
and ensuring their regular access to education; providing for programmes of temporary guardianship or 
shelter; guaranteeing religious freedom; promoting integration into society; supporting the reuniting of 
families; and preparing local communities for the process of integration.[111] 
 

131. For those who are not recent arrivals and already participate in the fabric of society, it is important to 
apply the concept of “citizenship”, which “is based on the equality of rights and duties, under which all enjoy 
justice. It is therefore crucial to establish in our societies the concept of full citizenship and to reject the 
discriminatory use of the term minorities, which engenders feelings of isolation and inferiority. Its misuse 
paves the way for hostility and discord; it undoes any successes and takes away the religious and civil rights 
of some citizens who are thus discriminated against”.[112] 
 

132. Even when they take such essential steps, states are not able, on their own, to implement adequate 
solutions, “since the consequences of the decisions made by each inevitably have repercussions on the entire 
international community”. As a result, “our response can only be the fruit of a common effort”[113] to 
develop a form of global governance with regard to movements of migration. Thus, there is “a need for mid-
term and long-term planning which is not limited to emergency responses. Such planning should include 
effective assistance for integrating migrants in their receiving countries, while also promoting the 
development of their countries of origin through policies inspired by solidarity, yet not linking assistance to 
ideological strategies and practices alien or contrary to the cultures of the peoples being assisted”.[114] 
 

[109] Cf. CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES, A Pastoral Letter Concerning Migration: “Strangers No Longer Together on 
the Journey of Hope” (January 2003).   
[110] General Audience (3 April 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 4 April 2019, p. 8.  
[111] Cf. Message for the 2018 World Day of Migrants and Refugees (14 January 2018): AAS 109 (2017), 918-923. 
[112] Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, Abu Dhabi (4 February 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 4-5 February 
2019, p. 7.   
[113] Address to the Diplomatic Corps Accredited to the Holy See, 11 January 2016: AAS 108 (2016), 124.  [114] Ibid., 122. 
 



 

PLEASE GIVE YOUR MOST WARM WELCOME TO: 
Fr Peter Hart who will be celebrating the 6.00pm Mass on Saturday 5 June and 

Fr Richard Maniak who will be celebrating the 8.30am and 10.30am Masses on Sunday 6 June.   
Fr Danny is home and recovering from surgery and treatment.  Pease keep him in your prayers for a full recovery. 

 

CAR PARK SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL – The 2021-2022 car park subscription forms are available to 
download from the website, copies in the porch and a copy is attached with the emailed newsletter along with 
the Rules of the Car Park. The subscriptions are for parishioners only for renewals and new subscriptions.  The 
new subscription period will be from Thursday 1 July 2021 until Thursday 30 June 2022.   
 

The car park charge is £50.00 for 2021/2022.  Disability Blue Badge holders are free of charge, valid Blue Badge 
details will be required. 
 

Please complete the form and return to the parish office via Royal Mail or posted through the Presbytery 
letterbox, along with your payment, cash or cheque made out to PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph, write “Car Park” 
on the reverse of the cheque.  The new windscreen sticker is green this year and can be collected from the 

Presbytery. Please be aware that you will be challenged, outside of Mass times, if you park in the car park without displaying a 
valid sticker. In accordance with new GDPR guidelines all 2020 subscription forms will be shredded.   
 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will have limited support from Friday 11 June until Friday 18 June inclusive, 
please give the office support volunteers respect and patience. 

 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
TREASURER : The Parish has a vacancy for a treasurer. The Treasurer works with the Bookkeeper and the Gift Aid Organiser to maintain 
the Parish Accounts and provide regular reports to the Finance Committee. It is a part time voluntary post. Hours are flexible but there 
will need to be some coordination with the bookkeeper and the Parish Secretary. If you would like to volunteer or would like more 
information.  
  

FINANCE COMMITTEE SECRETARY : The Finance Committee would like someone to join them in the position of secretary. The primary 
tasks are to attend the monthly Finance Committee meetings to take the minutes, record actions and to circulate them after the meeting. 
The Committee currently meets in the evening on the last Wednesday in the month although this may change in the future. If you would 
like to volunteer or would like more information. 
  

Please apply by email to the Chair of Finance, Tony Gunning, email address accounts@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 

 
 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION 
GROUP weekly on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how 
scripture calls us to a continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our 
world in these times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the 
Zoom link. 
 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life and 
example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we may 
rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: Chapter 4 ‘A Heart Open To The 
Whole World’ and ‘Borders and Their Limits’. 
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t had 
contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham,  
Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode,  

Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  
Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda,  

Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley,  
Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas Hunt,  

Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Joe Devlin, Margaret Finnieston, 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI (The Body and Blood of Christ) – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    6th      8.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                   7th     NO MASS 
                                         10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Tuesday                  8th     10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Barbara McAvoy 
                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
  

Wednesday             9th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass       James William Johnson, RIP 
                                        11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Thursday                10th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass        Patrick Michael Lowes, RIP 
                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
Friday                     11th    12.00noon  Limited Attendance Mass                  Alexandra Briess, RIP 
                                           1.00pm     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
Saturday                12th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                   David Robertson, RIP 
                                         11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                12th      6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                  13th      8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 

All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  
To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 


