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If we ponder the beauty of Rublevs’ Icon of the Trinity, one of the 
things we might see is that the 'Three' are sitting at a table with an 
empty space.  They are offering hospitality to anyone who would like 
to sit with them and share their banquet.  It also reminds me of the 
answer of the messenger, who, when asked by the Great King 
(Luke,3) threw a party, how he managed to persuade people to come, 
answered, "I told them that there is a feast for all who are willing to 
feast with all."  This made the king roar with laughter.  It is only a small 
step from hospitality to holiness after all. 
 

In Franco Zeffirelli's Jesus of Nazareth, the man who was the scheming architect behind Jesus execution 
enters the empty tomb, looks around and, in a resigned voice announces to no-one but himself, 'Now it 
begins.'   A disciple might say, 'Now it continues.'  The mountain where they meet the Risen Lord is in 
Galilee.  It is the same place where he taught the spectacular sermon on the mount.  It is this teaching that 
the disciples are commissioned to bring to the nations.  Jesus is handing it on and it will go on in a new way. 
 

Notice that not everyone was convinced.  The Twelve have become eleven and some of these are filled with 
doubt.  Can they trust Him to be who He says He is?  In the Gospel of St. Luke and Saint John, Jesus shows 
them His wounds as proof.  But this does not happen in St. Matthews Gospel.  Instead, Jesus moves towards 
them with the words, "All authority in heaven and on earth have been given to me.'  The Father has vindicated 
the Beloved Son and the Message He proclaims.  Even the death of the Beloved Son is part of the plan.  All 
competition is set aside. Thereafter, they are commissioned to go, to baptise and to teach. They are to go to 
all nations because the Father is a universal reality and not bound to one house.  They are to invite people 
into a new community which has Jesus as its centre.  Jesus, the Beloved Son of the Father is to be openly 
revealed, proclaimed and situated between the Father and the Spirit.  He is with them always. He can never 
be lost.  The commission of the disciples is to invite everyone into this new community.  They take their place 
at loves table and to do so till the end of time! 
 

The Holiness of the Most Holy Trinity is revealed as endless hospitality.  For me, one of the easiest ways to 
begin deepening our understanding of what this might mean is this.  The guiding principle of all Catholic 
Social Teaching is the eternal dignity of the human person.  This means that everyone is treated with 
respect.  It does not matter where they come from, what they own or what they have done.  Their dignity is 
inviolate and does not come and go or fade with circumstance.   The Dignity of the Person is consulted again 
and again whenever decisions are made about the big questions of life.  This principal rests on the revelation 
that we are made in the image and likeness of God.   But since we are made in the image and likeness of 
the Trinity, who we are might be much more than we ever imagined ourselves to be!  In the Trinity, the gift of 
Self is so complete that it makes the three One.  This offers a beautiful vision for human life.  But it is not how 
we are used to thinking about ourselves.   
 

We think we are closed captions who face individual triumphs or disasters.  We seem to be in competition 
for power over others or for a temporary hold on larger territory. Our dignity is always threatened by the 
stupidity or cruelty of others who have misread their essential beauty.  But.  If we could see our dignity not 
as mine but as ours everything changes.  It is love and our loving activity that now defines us as persons.  It 
is love and loving activity that becomes the primary interpretation of all creation. 
 

When we ponder the Trinity in this way it stirs a curiosity in us that is worth pursuing.  Instinctively, we sense 
the Truth of it.  Finally, we can escape the prison of individualism and all the misery that brings.  We can step 
into the heart of a loving community which is God's first gift to us and which we now help grow. 
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Rights without borders continued 
123. Business activity is essentially “a noble vocation, directed to producing wealth and improving our 
world”.[101] God encourages us to develop the talents he gave us, and he has made our universe one of immense 
potential. In God’s plan, each individual is called to promote his or her own development,[102] and this includes 
finding the best economic and technological means of multiplying goods and increasing wealth. Business abilities, 
which are a gift from God, should always be clearly directed to the development of others and to eliminating 
poverty, especially through the creation of diversified work opportunities. The right to private property is always 
accompanied by the primary and prior principle of the subordination of all private property to the universal 
destination of the earth’s goods, and thus the right of all to their use.[103] 
 

The rights of peoples 
124. Nowadays, a firm belief in the common destination of the earth’s goods requires that this principle also be 
applied to nations, their territories and their resources. Seen from the standpoint not only of the legitimacy of 
private property and the rights of its citizens, but also of the first principle of the common destination of goods, 
we can then say that each country also belongs to the foreigner, inasmuch as a territory’s goods must not be 
denied to a needy person coming from elsewhere. As the Bishops of the United States have taught, there are 
fundamental rights that “precede any society because they flow from the dignity granted to each person as created 
by God”.[104] 
 

125. This presupposes a different way of understanding relations and exchanges between countries. If every 
human being possesses an inalienable dignity, if all people are my brothers and sisters, and if the world truly 
belongs to everyone, then it matters little whether my neighbour was born in my country or elsewhere. My own 
country also shares responsibility for his or her development, although it can fulfil that responsibility in a variety 
of ways. It can offer a generous welcome to those in urgent need, or work to improve living conditions in their 
native lands by refusing to exploit those countries or to drain them of natural resources, backing corrupt systems 
that hinder the dignified development of their peoples. What applies to nations is true also for different regions 
within each country, since there too great inequalities often exist. At times, the inability to recognize equal human 
dignity leads the more developed regions in some countries to think that they can jettison the “dead weight” of 
poorer regions and so increase their level of consumption. 
 

126. We are really speaking about a new network of international relations, since there is no way to resolve the 
serious problems of our world if we continue to think only in terms of mutual assistance between individuals or 
small groups. Nor should we forget that “inequity affects not only individuals but entire countries; it compels us 
to consider an ethics of international relations”.[105] Indeed, justice requires recognizing and respecting not only 
the rights of individuals, but also social rights and the rights of peoples.[106] This means finding a way to ensure 
“the fundamental right of peoples to subsistence and progress”,[107] a right which is at times severely restricted 
by the pressure created by foreign debt. In many instances, debt repayment not only fails to promote development 
but gravely limits and conditions it. While respecting the principle that all legitimately acquired debt must be 
repaid, the way in which many poor countries fulfil this obligation should not end up compromising their very 
existence and growth. 
 

127. Certainly, all this calls for an alternative way of thinking. Without an attempt to enter into that way of 
thinking, what I am saying here will sound wildly unrealistic. On the other hand, if we accept the great principle 
that there are rights born of our inalienable human dignity, we can rise to the challenge of envisaging a new 
humanity. We can aspire to a world that provides land, housing and work for all. This is the true path of peace, 
not the senseless and myopic strategy of sowing fear and mistrust in the face of outside threats. For a real and 
lasting peace will only be possible “on the basis of a global ethic of solidarity and cooperation in the service of a 
future shaped by interdependence and shared responsibility in the whole human family”.[108] 
 

 
[101] Ibid., 129: AAS 107 (2015), 899.  [102] Cf. Saint Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio (26 March 1967): AAS 59 (1967), 265; Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 
June 2009), 16: AAS 101 (2009), 652.  [103] Cf. Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 93: AAS 107 (2015), 884-885; Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 189-190: 
AAS 105 (2013), 1099-1100.  [104] United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Pastoral Letter Against Racism Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love (November 2018).  
[105] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 51: AAS 107 (2015), 867.  [106] Cf. Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 6: AAS 101 (2009), 644. [107] Saint John 
Paul II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus (1 May 1991), 35: AAS 83 (1991), 838.  [108] Address on Nuclear Weapons, Nagasaki, Japan (24 November 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 25-26 
November 2019, 6. 
 



 

PLEASE GIVE YOUR MOST WARM WELCOME TO: 
Fr Richard Maniak from English Martyrs, Reading will be celebrating the 6.00pm Mass on Saturday 29 May  

and the 8.30am and 10.30am Masses on Sunday 30 May.   
Fr Danny has been very unwell this week, please keep him in your prayers for a full recovery. 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

PEGGY MELIA EDITH PENDERGAST, RIP who died on Saturday 8 May 2021. Aged 103. Peggy’s Requiem Mass will be 
on Wednesday 2 June 2021 at 11.00am, then Easthampstead Park Crematorium at 1.30pm.  Fr Peter Hart will celebrate 
Peggy’s Requiem Mass.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE : MONDAY 31 MAY 2021 IS THE SPRING BANK HOLIDAY, THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
TREASURER : The Parish has a vacancy for a treasurer. The Treasurer works with the Bookkeeper and the Gift Aid Organiser to maintain 
the Parish Accounts and provide regular reports to the Finance Committee. It is a part time voluntary post. Hours are flexible but there 
will need to be some coordination with the bookkeeper and the Parish Secretary. If you would like to volunteer or would like more 
information.  
  

FINANCE COMMITTEE SECRETARY : The Finance Committee would like someone to join them in the position of secretary. The primary 
tasks are to attend the monthly Finance Committee meetings to take the minutes, record actions and to circulate them after the meeting. 
The Committee currently meets in the evening on the last Wednesday in the month although this may change in the future. If you would 
like to volunteer or would like more information. 
  

Please apply by email to the Chair of Finance, Tony Gunning, email address accounts@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 
 

WALK FOR WIFI – ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL 
St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School are to walk 10,000 km to raise £10,000 for a much-needed WIFI network system, 
YOUR help is needed to: sponsor us especially Gift-Aid, share our page on social media and help us raise funds for the 
Wifi network. The £10,000 will pay for a completely new network to bring us into the 21st century!  To sponsor our WALK 
FOR WIFI scan the QR code  or head over to:  
https://app.investmycommunity.com/friends-of-st-josephs-catholic-school-2537  Thank you very much! 
 

 

 
 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION 
GROUP weekly on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how 
scripture calls us to a continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our 
world in these times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the 
Zoom link. 
 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life and 
example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we may 
rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘Rights without Borders’ 
continued and ‘The Rights of Peoples’. 
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t had 
contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so please 
either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham,  
Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode,  

Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  
Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda,  

Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley,  
Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas Hunt,  

Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Joe Devlin, Margaret Finnieston, 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   30th      8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
                                                                       12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Feast 
Monday                   31st     NO MASS                
                                                                       10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

ST JUSTIN, Martyr     
Tuesday                   1st      NO MASS                        
                                         10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
  

Wednesday             2nd    11.00am     REQUIEM MASS                           Peggy Pendergast, RIP 
                                           2.00pm      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

ST CHARLES LWANGA & COMPANIONS, Martyrs 
Thursday                  3rd      NO MASS 
                                         10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Friday                       4th      NO MASS 
                                         10.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

ST BONIFACE, Religious, Bishop & Martyr 
Saturday                   5th     NO MASS 
                                           1.00pm     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

CORPUS CHRISTI (The Body and Blood of Christ) – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                   5th      6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                     6th      8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                          Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 

All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  
To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA     Follow us on Facebook 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729   Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org                
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 
 

Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 


