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Can love be compared to water?  In this sense it can.  It is hard to slake our thirst when water arrives 
in an 'on and off' way at our tap.  No one thrives when love is not constant.  All the evidence suggests 
that we are the best we can be when there is a steady supply of love flowing into our lives.  This is 
true on a simply human level.  It is equally true when we encounter Sacred Love.  There is a love 
which is uniquely revealed by Jesus.  We do not have to search for it as if He hadn't already found 
us.  To this steady stream of love, He adds some simple rules.   
 

Once upon a time there was a king riding in a coach on a rainy 
day. He sees a poor person dragging themselves through the 
muddy road and stops and offers them a lift.  But the traveller 
does not have much trust.  "What will it cost me?" They ask. "Only 
that you accept it." The king replies. Simple rule number one 
then, is knowing how to receive the love that is on offer.  And, 
yes, there is a catch.  Once the offer of love has been accepted 
a chain reaction is started. The one who is loved can only bring 
that love to joyful completion by passing it on.  We might say we 
can only fully understand what we have received when we give it 
away. 
 

If we could just grasp this simple truth, that we are links in a love chain from the Father to Jesus, 
from Jesus to us, from us to each other and back again.  There is no need to grab, hold or possess 
love as if it was scarce. His word on love moves us from anxiety to holy communion.  If we 
understand this, we have understood what Jesus is all about.  And if we know what Jesus is about, 
we know what His Father is about.  The world of masters and servants collapses and gives way to 
communities of effortless friendship.  In fact, disciples of Jesus have been chosen for this very 
purpose. 
 

Can we tell ourselves the story that Jesus tells and that he wants us to tell to others?  Can we see 
ourselves as powerful links in this love chain?  Sometimes the greatest stumbling block for this is 
that the teaching of Jesus cannot get past the voices in our heads.  You know the ones I mean.  The 
negative self-talk. The tendency to focus on the times when we were hurt.  The antidote to this is to 
think more positively and focus on those who left us treasured memories of love in our hearts. 
 

James Mackey, in his 'Jesus the Man and the Myth ' suggests a way forward. "In the end, the only 
way to give people the experience .... of being themselves, Grace and treasure is to treat 
them as treasure and be gracious to them.  The sun may indeed rise in the evil and the good, 
and the same rain refresh the just and the unjust.  But the lesson will likely be lost on me 
unless the warmth of another person envelops me, unless some other human person 
refreshes the weariness of my defeated days.  I will simply not feel my own life, my own self, 
as Grace or gift of God, unless someone values me." (p.107) 
 

Mackey’s insight is that every personal experience of authentic love opens a window on our 
understanding of God's infinite love.  So, we can become sacramental carriers of such love.  It does 
not matter how we enter the love chain.  It only matters that we enter in. 
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BEYOND A WORLD OF “ASSOCIATES” continued… 
 
109. Some people are born into economically stable families, receive a fine education, grow up well 
nourished, or naturally possess great talent. They will certainly not need a proactive state; they need only 
claim their freedom. Yet the same rule clearly does not apply to a disabled person, to someone born in dire 
poverty, to those lacking a good education and with little access to adequate health care. If a society is 
governed primarily by the criteria of market freedom and efficiency, there is no place for such persons, and 
fraternity will remain just another vague ideal. 
 
110. Indeed, “to claim economic freedom while real conditions bar many people from actual access to it, and 
while possibilities for employment continue to shrink, is to practise doublespeak”.[83] Words like freedom, 
democracy or fraternity prove meaningless, for the fact is that “only when our economic and social system 
no longer produces even a single victim, a single person cast aside, will we be able to celebrate the feast of 
universal fraternity”.[84] A truly human and fraternal society will be capable of ensuring in an efficient and 
stable way that each of its members is accompanied at every stage of life. Not only by providing for their 
basic needs, but by enabling them to give the best of themselves, even though their performance may be 
less than optimum, their pace slow or their efficiency limited. 
 
111. The human person, with his or her inalienable rights, is by nature open to relationship. Implanted deep 
within us is the call to transcend ourselves through an encounter with others. For this reason, “care must be 
taken not to fall into certain errors which can arise from a misunderstanding of the concept of human rights 
and from its misuse. Today there is a tendency to claim ever broader individual – I am tempted to say 
individualistic – rights. Underlying this is a conception of the human person as detached from all social and 
anthropological contexts, as if the person were a “monad” (monás), increasingly unconcerned with others… 
Unless the rights of each individual are harmoniously ordered to the greater good, those rights will end up 
being considered limitless and consequently will become a source of conflicts and violence”.[85] 
 
PROMOTING THE MORAL GOOD 
 
112. Nor can we fail to mention that seeking and pursuing the good of others and of the entire human family 
also implies helping individuals and societies to mature in the moral values that foster integral human 
development. The New Testament describes one fruit of the Holy Spirit (cf. Gal 5:22) as agathosyne; the 
Greek word expresses attachment to the good, pursuit of the good. Even more, it suggests a striving for 
excellence and what is best for others, their growth in maturity and health, the cultivation of values and not 
simply material wellbeing. A similar expression exists in Latin: benevolentia. This is an attitude that “wills the 
good” of others; it bespeaks a yearning for goodness, an inclination towards all that is fine and excellent, a 
desire to fill the lives of others with what is beautiful, sublime and edifying. 
 
113. Here, regrettably, I feel bound to reiterate that “we have had enough of immorality and the mockery of 
ethics, goodness, faith and honesty. It is time to acknowledge that light-hearted superficiality has done us no 
good. Once the foundations of social life are corroded, what ensues are battles over conflicting 
interests”.[86] Let us return to promoting the good, for ourselves and for the whole human family, and thus 
advance together towards an authentic and integral growth. Every society needs to ensure that values are 
passed on; otherwise, what is handed down are selfishness, violence, corruption in its various forms, 
indifference and, ultimately, a life closed to transcendence and entrenched in individual interests. 
 
[83] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 129: AAS 107 (2015), 899. 
[84] Message for the “Economy of Francesco” Event (1 May 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 12 May 2019, 8. 
[85] Address to the European Parliament, Strasbourg (25 November 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 997. 
86] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 229: AAS 107 (2015), 937. 



 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 
MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 12.00noon EVERY WEEK, except for Requiem Masses. 

To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 

ST MARGARET CLITHEROW CHURCH SITE:  Bracknell Borough Council have approved the planning application relating to 
the church site. This was submitted by the Diocese on behalf of the parish and the Diocesan Trustees. The local authority was 
very complimentary towards everyone involved. The next stage of this project will be to enter into an agreement with the local 
authority called a Section 106 Agreement which details obligations that must be made in relation to the application and at the 
same time the Diocese Property Department will commence the process of selling the land. 
Professional fees have been spent to date which have been supported by the Diocese and these funds will need to be repaid to 
the Diocese on land disposal. The parish have asked for detail of these fees so that everyone can be made aware of the cost. 
 

 

Thursday 13 May 2021 is the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord and a Holy Day of Obligation,  
Mass will be at 12.00noon, live-streamed and saved on the parish website. 

 

 

CAFOD’s CORONAVIRUS APPEAL  INDIA - As coronavirus brings devastation across India, CAFOD is 
working with experienced local Church agency, Caritas India, to provide vital support to poor and marginalised 
communities. Donations to CAFOD’s Coronavirus Appeal will help Caritas India distribute PPE kits to frontline 

health workers, promote COVID & vaccine awareness campaigns, and set up safely run isolation & quarantine centres. You can donate 
online here: cafod.org.uk/give.  Please keep praying for the people of India and all those affected by the pandemic. 
 

Additional line for parish social media posts if before Friday at 6.30pm: CAFOD is holding a special online Mass on Friday 7 May at 
6.30pm to pray for the people of India. You can register here: bigmarker.com/cafod/India-Emergency 
 

 

FUNDRAISER FOR PAX CHRISTI - In the week from 15 to 21 May, Pax Christi, the Catholic Peace organisation, 
will be trying to raise funds to make up for lost income due to Covid19. Fausta is having a dance-a-thon, Bruce is 
delivering a peace message to foreign embassies in London, Matt is cycling 50 miles visiting peace sites, Pat is 
going on a walk from Victoria to the Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park, Rachel will be cycling for 75 miles, to celebrate 
Pax Christi’s 75th anniversary. More fundraisers are joining the fun. Please go to their 
website www.paxchristi.org.uk/register-you-interest/  for details on how you can sponsor them.  
 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION 
GROUP weekly on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of 
how scripture calls us to a continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be 
Catholic in our world in these times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
who will send you the Zoom link. 

 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life 
and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we 
may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘Beyond a World of 
Associate /continued’ and ‘Promoting the Moral Good’.    
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If so 
please either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   

 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have 
access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham,  
Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode,  

Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  
Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda,  

Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley,  
Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas Hunt. 

 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                     9th      8.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                        Parish Intentions 
                                          10.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                                                       12.00noon    Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                   10th     NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                  11th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Stuart Birley, RIP 
                                          11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                    

Wednesday             12th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                     Olga Rogulska, RIP 
                                          11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, Solemnity – Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Thursday                 13th    12.00noon   Limited Attendance Mass                               Beryl Pilgrim 
                                           1.00pm       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

ST MATTHIAS, Apostle, Feast 
 

Friday                      14th   12.00noon    Limited Attendance Mass                        Stuart Birley, RIP 
                                           1.00pm       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                 15th    10.00am       Limited Attendance Mass                 John & Carole Mayes 
                                         11.00am       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                 15th      6.00pm       Limited Attendance Mass                        Parish Intentions        
 

Sunday                    16th      8.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon    Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PLEASE BOOK YOUR SEAT FOR THE ABOVE  MASSES  

VIA THE PARISH WEBSITE FROM 9.00am ON MONDAY MORNINGS, 
DETAILS TO BOOK MASSES AND “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE 2 OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 


