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When we sit with the Gospel of Saint John, we know we are in the company of a mystic - a spiritual 
master.  The role of the spiritual master is to help us to see that what we always believed in the most 
childlike innocence of our hearts to be true, is true.  John’s Gospel dances to the music of the presence 
and the words of Jesus.  Words that are music in the ears of the rejected.  A presence that is a silver 
setting in the heart of a slum.  There are no straight lines in this dance.  The music spirals.  His words 
tumble over each other, retreat, then forge ahead, so that we can savour what was only tasted 
before.  His Gospel is a river in spate with many tributaries.  As each flow and feeling moves away, it 
mysteriously returns.  Everything in One. 
 

John's Gospel is a feast.  It has all the flavour of a first kiss, of the times when we were sure that we 
could touch the sky if we stood on our toes and stretched.  When Jesus looks up to heaven and prays, 
He is simply enjoying heaven from His place on Earth.  He sees, hears, smells, touches and tastes the 
earth as creation sustained and transfigured by its source and its destiny.  He calls the One who does 
all this, 'Abba, Father'. He stands within God’s creative love.  He stretches out His hand to the supplier 
of seed.  This seed must be received so that it can be nurtured and grow.  The Father is on the lookout 
for fertile ground.  He sends Jesus to lure those he finds at prayer and calls them to engage in the 
tumultuous affairs of the Earth. 
 

But there's more.  The Fathers' heart is revealed as love without 
regret. His Beloved Son whispers this love into the ears of those 
whom the Father has sent to Him.  This new community has not 
happened by chance.  Those who come to Jesus have already felt 
this love.  All that has happened is that when the words pour forth 
from the mouth of Jesus, they are received as a love letter 
confirming all that they had already known. They know who has 
sent Jesus.  They welcome Him and join Him in bringing Love to 
birth on the earth. 

 
But will the glue that holds them together vanish when Jesus returns to His Abba?  If they lose Him, will 
they lose it all?  Without His light, will the darkness overtake them?  The lure of violence, aggression 
and separation is strong.  So Jesus teaches his disciples to exercise vigilance in their struggle for 
community.  None have even been lost, except the one whose character was to be lost.  But even this 
tragedy fits into the larger plans of the Fathers' heart, plans that can only be discerned by a deeper 
understanding of the Sacred Texts of Scripture. 
 

The disciples of Jesus are to become the Body of Christ in the world where the body of Jesus is no 
longer visible.  When they are faithful, Jesus' joy floods their lives and remains full for those who continue 
the Father’s mission to the world.  This prayer of Jesus might be misread as a passionate plea for His 
disciples to be creative and to bring life giving love in a world that prefers darkness and death.  Perhaps 
it is time that we answered His prayer for community with a more convincing AMEN!  But consider 
this.  Jesus always knew that his Father answered Him because He spoke Sacred words from God's 
Heart, and not human words in Gods ear.  The prayer of Jesus is not just plea.  It is revelation! 
 

Perhaps the intensity of this prayer for us, His disciples, was because he was less certain about us.  But 
we have nothing to lose in this work of building community in an age of Holocaust.  To be more creative, 
more compassionate and more courageous is the only way to go! 
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PROMOTING THE MORAL GOOD continued. 
 
The value of solidarity 
114. I would like especially to mention solidarity, which, “as a moral virtue and social attitude born of personal 
conversion, calls for commitment on the part of those responsible for education and formation. I think first 
of families, called to a primary and vital mission of education. Families are the first place where the values 
of love and fraternity, togetherness and sharing, concern and care for others are lived out and handed on. 
They are also the privileged milieu for transmitting the faith, beginning with those first simple gestures of 
devotion which mothers teach their children. Teachers, who have the challenging task of training children 
and youth in schools or other settings, should be conscious that their responsibility extends also to the moral, 
spiritual and social aspects of life. The values of freedom, mutual respect and solidarity can be handed on 
from a tender age… Communicators also have a responsibility for education and formation, especially 
nowadays, when the means of information and communication are so widespread”.[87] 
 
115. At a time when everything seems to disintegrate and lose consistency, it is good for us to appeal to the 
“solidity”[88] born of the consciousness that we are responsible for the fragility of others as we strive to 
build a common future. Solidarity finds concrete expression in service, which can take a variety of forms in 
an effort to care for others. And service in great part means “caring for vulnerability, for the vulnerable 
members of our families, our society, our people”. In offering such service, individuals learn to “set aside 
their own wishes and desires, their pursuit of power, before the concrete gaze of those who are most 
vulnerable… Service always looks to their faces, touches their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in some 
cases, ‘suffers’ that closeness and tries to help them. Service is never ideological, for we do not serve ideas, 
we serve people”.[89] 
 
116. The needy generally “practise the special solidarity that exists among those who are poor and suffering, 
and which our civilization seems to have forgotten or would prefer in fact to forget. Solidarity is a word that 
is not always well received; in certain situations, it has become a dirty word, a word that dare not be said. 
Solidarity means much more than engaging in sporadic acts of generosity. It means thinking and acting in 
terms of community. It means that the lives of all are prior to the appropriation of goods by a few. It also 
means combatting the structural causes of poverty, inequality, the lack of work, land and housing, the denial 
of social and labour rights. It means confronting the destructive effects of the empire of money… Solidarity, 
understood in its most profound meaning, is a way of making history, and this is what popular movements 
are doing”.[90] 
 
117. When we speak of the need to care for our common home, our planet, we appeal to that spark of 
universal consciousness and mutual concern that may still be present in people’s hearts. Those who enjoy a 
surplus of water yet choose to conserve it for the sake of the greater human family have attained a moral 
stature that allows them to look beyond themselves and the group to which they belong. How marvellously 
human! The same attitude is demanded if we are to recognize the rights of all people, even those born 
beyond our own borders. 
 
[87] Message for the 2016 World Day of Peace (8 December 2015), 6: AAS 108 (2016), 57-58. 
[88] Solidity is etymologically related to “solidarity”. Solidarity, in the ethical-political meaning that it has 
taken on in the last two centuries, results in a secure and firm social compact. 
[89] Homily, Havana, Cuba (20 September 2015): L’Osservatore Romano, 21-22 September 2015, 8. 
[90] Address to Participants in the Meeting of Popular Movements (28 October 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 
851-852. 

 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

GRACE MARGARET COOPER, RIP who died on Wednesday 5 May 2021. Grace’s funeral will be on  
Tuesday 25 May 2021 at 1.30pm, Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PEGGY PENDERGAST, RIP who died on Saturday 8 May 2021. Aged 103. Peggy’s funeral arrangements to be 
advised. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 
MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 12.00noon EVERY WEEK, except for Requiem Masses. 

To Watch Live or book your seat, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 

DEMENTIA ACTION WEEK – 17th to 23rd MAY 2021 
 

The Alzheimer’s Society www.alzheimers.org.uk is leading the movement for change and is determined to create a 
dementia-friendly UK where people with dementia are included and supported to live the lives they want. They are asking 
everyone to take actions big and small to improve the lives of people affected by dementia. These actions don’t have to 
be time-consuming. From visiting someone you know with dementia to being more patient in a shop queue, every action 
counts!  Why not become a Dementia Friend? Dementia Friends can also get involved with things like volunteering, 
campaigning or wearing a badge to raise awareness. To find out more about becoming a Dementia Friend, 
visit www.dementiafriends.org.uk  
 

 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR PAX CHRISTI - In the week from 15 to 21 May, Pax Christi, the Catholic Peace 
organisation, will be trying to raise funds to make up for lost income due to Covid19. Fausta is having a dance-a-
thon, Bruce is delivering a peace message to foreign embassies in London, Matt is cycling 50 miles visiting peace 
sites, Pat is going on a walk from Victoria to the Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park, Rachel will be cycling for 75 miles, 
to celebrate Pax Christi’s 75th anniversary. More fundraisers are joining the fun. Please go to their 
website www.paxchristi.org.uk/register-you-interest/  for details on how you can sponsor them.  
 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION 
GROUP weekly on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of 
how scripture calls us to a continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be 
Catholic in our world in these times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
who will send you the Zoom link. 

 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by 
the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, 
through it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: 
‘Promoting the Moral Good’ /continued’ and ‘The Value of Solidarity’.   
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group? If 
so please either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   

 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we 
have access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham,  
Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode,  

Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  
Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda,  

Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley,  
Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas Hunt,  

Phyllis Whitehouse 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    16th     8.30am      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                          10.30am     Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                                                       12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday                   17th     NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                  18th    10.00am     Limited Attendance Mass                                   Hilary Bone 
                                          11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
  

DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL OF ST JOHN, PORTSMOUTH                                                                                                           
 

Wednesday             19th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass      Peter, RIP & Angela Dossett 
                                          11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Thursday                 20th    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                    Ian & Prim Maynard 
                                           11.00am     Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Friday                      21st    12.00noon   Limited Attendance Mass                       Paola Moretti, RIP 
                                            1.00pm      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Saturday                 22nd    10.00am      Limited Attendance Mass                     Patrick Lowes, RIP 
                                          11.00am      Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

PENTECOST SUNDAY – YEAR B 
 

Saturday                 23rd      6.00pm      Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
 

Sunday                   23rd       8.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         10.30am       Limited Attendance Mass                         Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon    Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PLEASE BOOK YOUR SEAT FOR THE ABOVE  MASSES  

VIA THE PARISH WEBSITE FROM 9.00am ON MONDAY MORNINGS, 
DETAILS TO BOOK MASSES AND “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE 2 OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 


