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It was a cold dark night, almost midnight and the doors of her house were locked.  She was eating popcorn and reading the 
Gospel of St. John, hoping for some inspiration.  She was looking for something but she wasn't sure what. 
Suddenly Jesus appeared and sat in the chair opposite her.  She froze, recovered, shook her head, rubbed her eyes, looked 
away then looked back.  He was still there. Then he said. 'Got anything to eat?' 
She reminded Him that this was what he did with His first disciples to reassure then He was real. 'I was hungry,' He said. 
'What's that you are eating?'  
'It's popcorn,' she said as she passed the bowl to Jesus. 'Try some, Lord,' she said feeling ridiculous.  Jesus lifted a piece and 
examined it like a skilled jeweller. 'Great shape,' He said, 'each one just a little different. I like it.'  Jesus popped a piece in His 
mouth and chewed it carefully for a full minute before swallowing.  She grabbed another handful. 'Not enough salt.' Said Jesus. 
'Salt isn't  good for you,' said the disciple. 'I was always one for a lot of salt.  But I was wondering has anyone thought of putting 
butter on this stuff?. 'It's been done, she said, but butter isn't good for you either.' 
'You're a very careful person,' said Jesus. She said thanks and offered Him some more. 'No thanks,' He said.  She told Him 
He was the only person she had met who could only eat one piece of popcorn. 'Of course, He said, that because I am God.' 
She wanted to burst out laughing.  But Jesus stroked His chin and said, 'How come you munch it by the handful?' 'You spill a 
lot of it then have to pick it up a second time.'  
She said, 'Oh God, I known this would happen.' 
'Why does everyone say that when I'm around? Asked Jesus, a bit irked. 'What did you know was going to happen?'  
'You notice everything and make remarks,' she said. 
'Don't you like being noticed?' 
'As a matter of fact I don't.' 
She closed her eyes and opened them and He was still there, smiling. 
'Why did you come here tonight?. 
'To teach you how to eat popcorn.' 
She looked at the bowl and wondered if He was toying with her.  He said, 'I'm not toying with you.  I always come to seek out 
what is lost, and when people are searching through my story at midnight like it was a medicine cabinet, it is usually a sign 
that they are lost'. 
'I'm not lost,' she said a little too loudly. 'You are.' said Jesus. 
Their eyes locked but she was the first to look away. 'It's just the mid life crisis, she said, it will pass in a couple of months,' 
'Is that what they're calling temptation these days - a midlife crisis!' 
She laughed in spite of herself and watched Jesus pick up a new piece of popcorn. She instinctively took a handful.  They ate 
in silence.  Then Jesus said to her with great gentleness, 'You have been with me for a long time now and you're wondering 
whether it is all worth it.  You're thinking of divorcing me quietly aren't you?' 
'Not for the first time,' she said. 
Jesus said, 'I knew this bank robber once who planned his next job with great precision.  But when he got to the teller he lost 
his nerve and asked where the loos were.' 
'Are you saying I can't finish what I started?' 
'I'm saying try more salt on your popcorn.' 
'Jesus, I'm going to be really honest with you.  You walk too fast and I can't keep up.  I want to be a better disciple but it's too 
difficult'. 
'You're a perfect disciple. You love me because I'm large enough to betray.  But I do not think you are happy in the land of 
mercy.  I hope you will stick around until forgiving becomes easier'. 
'I will but only because I love you'.  As she said this she suddenly relaxed. 
'I don't think I know what I need to know' 
'You know enough'. He said. 
'All I know is that when I want you to go away, I don't want you to go away'. 
'In heaven we call that East of Eden love,' He said as the tears started to roll down his face.  In imitation of her Lord she cried 
too.  For a long time there were no words as loves silence drew them together.' 
'You know, said Jesus finally, that after Lazarus came back to life, he told me that what woke him up was the sound of my 
tears'. 
'I believe him,' she said. 
Jesus smiled and reached for a third piece of popcorn.  She took one piece also.  Jesus closed His eyes to better savour the 
flavour of the moment.  She did likewise.  When she opened her eyes, He was gone. But she felt so light and full of life that 
she knew where He had vanished to. 
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The unique value of love continued… 
92. The spiritual stature of a person’s life is measured by love, which in the end remains “the criterion for the 
definitive decision about a human life’s worth or lack thereof”.[71] Yet some believers think that it consists in the 
imposition of their own ideologies upon everyone else, or in a violent defence of the truth, or in impressive 
demonstrations of strength. All of us, as believers, need to recognize that love takes first place: love must never be 
put at risk, and the greatest danger lies in failing to love (cf. 1 Cor 13:1-13). 
 

93. Saint Thomas Aquinas sought to describe the love made possible by God’s grace as a movement outwards 
towards another, whereby we consider “the beloved as somehow united to ourselves”.[72] Our affection for others 
makes us freely desire to seek their good. All this originates in a sense of esteem, an appreciation of the value of 
the other. This is ultimately the idea behind the word “charity”: those who are loved are “dear” to me; “they are 
considered of great value”.[73] And “the love whereby someone becomes pleasing (grata) to another is the reason 
why the latter bestows something on him freely (gratis)”.[74] 
 

94. Love, then, is more than just a series of benevolent actions. Those actions have their source in a union 
increasingly directed towards others, considering them of value, worthy, pleasing and beautiful apart from their 
physical or moral appearances. Our love for others, for who they are, moves us to seek the best for their lives. Only 
by cultivating this way of relating to one another will we make possible a social friendship that excludes no one and 
a fraternity that is open to all. 
 

A LOVE EVER MORE OPEN 
95. Love also impels us towards universal communion. No one can mature or find fulfilment by withdrawing from 
others. By its very nature, love calls for growth in openness and the ability to accept others as part of a continuing 
adventure that makes every periphery converge in a greater sense of mutual belonging. As Jesus told us: “You are 
all brothers” (Mt 23:8). 
 

96. This need to transcend our own limitations also applies to different regions and countries. Indeed, “the ever-
increasing number of interconnections and communications in today’s world makes us powerfully aware of the unity 
and common destiny of the nations. In the dynamics of history, and in the diversity of ethnic groups, societies and 
cultures, we see the seeds of a vocation to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and 
care for one another”.[75] 
 

Open societies that integrate everyone 
97. Some peripheries are close to us, in city centres or within our families. Hence there is an aspect of universal 
openness in love that is existential rather than geographical. It has to do with our daily efforts to expand our circle 
of friends, to reach those who, even though they are close to me, I do not naturally consider a part of my circle of 
interests. Every brother or sister in need, when abandoned or ignored by the society in which I live, becomes an 
existential foreigner, even though born in the same country. They may be citizens with full rights, yet they are treated 
like foreigners in their own country. Racism is a virus that quickly mutates and, instead of disappearing, goes into 
hiding, and lurks in waiting. 
 

98. I would like to mention some of those “hidden exiles” who are treated as foreign bodies in society.[76] Many 
persons with disabilities “feel that they exist without belonging and without participating”. Much still prevents them 
from being fully enfranchised. Our concern should be not only to care for them but to ensure their “active participation 
in the civil and ecclesial community. That is a demanding and even tiring process, yet one that will gradually 
contribute to the formation of consciences capable of acknowledging each individual as a unique and unrepeatable 
person”. I think, too, of “the elderly who, also due to their disability, are sometimes considered a burden”. Yet each 
of them is able to offer “a unique contribution to the common good through their remarkable life stories”. Let me 
repeat: we need to have “the courage to give a voice to those who are discriminated against due to their disability, 
because sadly, in some countries even today, people find it hard to acknowledge them as persons of equal 
dignity”.[77] 
[71] Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Deus Caritas Est (25 December 2005), 15: AAS 98 (2006), 230. 
[72] Summa Theologiae II-II, q. 27, a. 2, resp. 
[73] Cf. ibid., I-II, q. 26, a. 3, resp. 
[74] Ibid., q. 110, a. 1, resp. 
[75] Message for the 2014 World Day of Peace (8 December 2013), 1: AAS 106 (2014), 22. 
[76] Cf. Angelus (29 December 2013): L’Osservatore Romano, 30-31 December 2013, p. 7; Address to the Diplomatic Corps Accredited to the Holy See (12 January 
2015): AAS 107  



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

VERONICA BRABINER, RIP who died on Thursday 1 April 2021. Veronica’s funeral will be on Friday 30 April 2021 
at 3.00pm, Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

JOY BUCHANAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 23 February 2021. Joy’s funeral arrangements to be advised. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live;  

please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 
MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK, except for Requiem Masses. 

To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

  

PRIVATE PRAYER & EXPOSITION – CHANGES TO TIMES 
Private Prayer and Exposition will take place after all Masses until dusk, see times on page 4.  This will only be in the porch 
with no access to the rest of the Church.  Hand sanitiser, anti-bacterial cleaning spray and blue wiping tissue paper will be 
available for you clean the area where you have sat/knelt before leaving the porch so that the area is clean for the next persons 
to use.  Stewards will not be in attendance.  There are Emergency Contact details on display in the porch if needed.  Also, 
Friday morning Mass is changed to 12.00noon starting 23 April. We hope to make visiting our beautiful Church more 
accessible.  Please respect this holy, sacred space. 

 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly 
on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these 
times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 
 

 
 

PARISH CENSUS 2021 - In line with our responsibilities around Data Protection and GDPR, we are totally committed to 
protecting the personal data that you have graciously shared with us, which enables us to communicate with you and support 
you pastorally.  It is some years now since we carried out a parish census, so in the coming weeks, we will be in touch to ask 
you to review the details that we currently have for you, ask that you make any necessary updates, and grant us consent to 
continue holding those details where necessary.  More information will follow with next week's newsletter. 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the 
life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through 
it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘Unique Value 
of Love, continued’ and ‘A Love Ever More Open’.   We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  

 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL: Thank you for your generous donations to CAFOD’s Family Fast Day during Lent. We 
featured Marian and her son Svondo in Zimbabwe in Lent 2018. The community vegetable garden that your donations 
helped provide is growing well and during the pandemic the family has survived on the vegetables. Your support has 
also helped to provide soap and handwashing stations in the garden and in family homes. This is just one of many long-
term development projects that CAFOD has funded with the money from Fast Day. Thank you for your steadfast support. 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
 

PASTORAL CARE: Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile). 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a chat with one of our group?  
If so please either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish office on 01344 425729, or email 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we 
have access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap, Mike Garnham,  
Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode,  

Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley, Jim McEvoy,  
Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda,  

Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley,  
Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. John Moir, Terry Dixon. 

 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   18th    10.30am      LIMITED ATTENDANCE MASS              Parish Intentions 
                                                                       12.00noon   Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

Monday            19th     NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                  20th   10.00am       Limited Attendance Mass                           Ken Moody, RIP         
                                         11.00am       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only.                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                         

Wednesday             21st   10.00am       Limited Attendance Mass                     Joy Buchanan, RIP            
                                         11.00am       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                     

Thursday                 22nd  10.00am       Limited Attendance Mass                                
                                         11.00am       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
 

ST GEORGE, Patron of England 
 

Friday                      23rd   12.00noon   Limited Attendance Mass                  
                                                                         1.00pm       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only     
 

Saturday                 24th   10.00am        Limited Attendance Mass   
                                         11.00am       Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 
                                                                                                                                                                       

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    25th   10.30am       LIMITED ATTENDANCE MASS             Parish Intentions 
                                         12.00noon    Private Prayer & Exposition, Porch access only 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WE HAVE TAKEN THE CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION TO OPEN THE CHURCH FOR MASS ON 

TUESDAYS TO SUNDAYS, LIMITED ATTENDANCE ONLY.  ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED 
  PRIVATE PRAYER & EXPOSITION AFTER ALL MASSES, PORCH ACCESS ONLY.  

 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR SEAT FOR THE ABOVE  MASSES  
VIA THE PARISH WEBSITE FROM 9.00am ON MONDAY MORNINGS, 

DETAILS TO BOOK MASSES AND “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE 2 OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 

 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938 Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org Bereavement Support Group:  07376 790256 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

South Berkshire Pastoral Area,  Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese,  Registered Charity No. 246871 
 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 


