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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

To some people, the Gospel story for the Third Sunday of Lent, unfolds in the Temple in Jerusalem. But Jesus has 
another name for this building. He calls it, 'My Father's House' (v14). We can see the problem. If the building is a 
Temple, there is business to be done and deals to be struck. Here, worship is a commercial venture. Exchange is 
the name of the game. Worshippers give God something and God gives them something. The basic exchange is 
flexible enough for all the versions of, "You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours." And if you can offer an animal 
without blemish, you go to the front of the queue. The mindset of the marketplace so fills the Temple that it has 
become a place for making deals with God.  
 

Jesus’ Father is not a deal maker. He does no exchange favours or forgiveness for sacrifices. The Father is Free 
and the flow of Love from His Heart cannot be bought, bartered, bargained for or gained with a bribe. Hard cash 
and animals are useless to those who know they are in the Fathers House. So, you set the animals free and you 
chase out the cash converters. They may be needed in the Temple but they are not needed in 'My Father’s House' 
(v.16). What is more, when Jesus entered into a conversation with a woman who came to draw water at a well, 
He tells her that the building itself isn't necessary. (Jn 4:23-24) Worship can unfold right where we are. We don't 
have to move towards anything. Anyone who asks for the gift of the Holy Spirit and is moved by the Spirit is 
worshipping The Father! Since Jesus is the fullness of Grace and Truth from whom all receive the Spirit, (Jn 
1:14,16) His presence stirs up a sense of the Sacred. Jesus may be doing more than a clearance of the Temple, 
He may be replacing it!  
 

This isn't going to be well received by the Temple Authorities. What Jesus has done is dangerous. His zeal will 
consume Him and it will provoke conflict. He will be consumed by the anger of others who profit from Temple 
commerce. They arrive on time and they know that His cleansing actions and words can belong only to the 
Messiah. So, they ask for a sign of authenticity, a miracle or two might do. But what He offers only baffles them. 
They take literally what is offered symbolically. They cannot see the spiritual revelation. So Jesus says, 'Destroy 
this Temple - His Body - the dwelling place of God - and by the power and presence of God he will rise again 
because of His communion with His Father. Their malice and violence will only reveal more of the Fathers face. 
But the sign they seek is a sign they cannot read.  
 

So, let's go back to our favourite pastime - deal making. It isn't hard to see 
how an activity that is so embedded  in our lives could be carried into our 
spiritual lives. How do we get what we want from God and how does God 
get what He wants from us? We think we have to bargain with the Father 
to get what we want. This is more than a little theological error. It is a huge 
obstacle to any real spiritual development. And it can turn ugly when so 
called religious 'elitists' set themselves up as brokers of the deal. Jesus 
rejects this approach. "Beware of the scribes who ... devour widows’ houses 
and for the sake of appearance say long prayers" (Mk 12:38). These 
intermediaries are being paid to pray to God for poor widows. It is an 
unscrupulous manipulation by callous people. But the sad truth is that it is 
easier to destroy the Temple than to eradicate the deal making God.  
 

In the film, "A House of Sand and Fog", the son of an Islamic man is shot. His distraught father instinctively begins 
to pray for him. He says to God, "If you let my son live, I will lay in the park, put bird seed in my eyes, and let the 
birds eat out my eyes". The deal emerges from the depth of his suffering and wells up to the heart that he shares 
with all people. Stress, hurt and tragedy bring it out of hiding. For most of us it is hard to move beyond the deal 
making default. Or perhaps the Father of Jesus who is often not at home with images of buying and selling, is at 
home when we are grateful for the gift of life and serve life in any way we can. We can receive and give, and when 
both make us truly happy, we can be said to be at play in God's Temple. In fact, we have been admitted to the 
'Holy of Holies' (Heb 9:3). Here, our 'sacrifice' mingles with the divine 'sacrifice' which makes life holy by pouring 
Himself out.  
The challenge and the gift is not in making a good deal, but in getting beyond deals and into ................... 
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A STORY CONSTANTLY RETOLD 
69. The parable is clear and straightforward, yet it also evokes the interior struggle that each of us experiences as 
we gradually come to know ourselves through our relationships with our brothers and sisters. Sooner or later, we 
will all encounter a person who is suffering. Today there are more and more of them. The decision to include or 
exclude those lying wounded along the roadside can serve as a criterion for judging every economic, political, 
social and religious project. Each day we have to decide whether to be Good Samaritans or indifferent bystanders. 
And if we extend our gaze to the history of our own lives and that of the entire world, all of us are, or have been, 
like each of the characters in the parable. All of us have in ourselves something of the wounded man, something 
of the robber, something of the passers-by, and something of the Good Samaritan. 
 

70. It is remarkable how the various characters in the story change, once confronted by the painful sight of the 
poor man on the roadside. The distinctions between Judean and Samaritan, priest and merchant, fade into 
insignificance. Now there are only two kinds of people: those who care for someone who is hurting and those who 
pass by; those who bend down to help and those who look the other way and hurry off. Here, all our distinctions, 
labels and masks fall away: it is the moment of truth. Will we bend down to touch and heal the wounds of others? 
Will we bend down and help another to get up? This is today’s challenge, and we should not be afraid to face it. 
In moments of crisis, decisions become urgent. It could be said that, here and now, anyone who is neither a robber 
nor a passer-by is either injured himself or bearing an injured person on his shoulders. 
 

71. The story of the Good Samaritan is constantly being repeated. We can see this clearly as social and political 
inertia is turning many parts of our world into a desolate byway, even as domestic and international disputes and 
the robbing of opportunities are leaving great numbers of the marginalized stranded on the roadside. In his parable, 
Jesus does not offer alternatives; he does not ask what might have happened had the injured man or the one who 
helped him yielded to anger or a thirst for revenge. Jesus trusts in the best of the human spirit; with this parable, 
he encourages us to persevere in love, to restore dignity to the suffering and to build a society worthy of the name. 
 

The characters of the story 
72. The parable begins with the robbers. Jesus chose to start when the robbery has already taken place, lest we 
dwell on the crime itself or the thieves who committed it. Yet we know them well. We have seen, descending on 
our world, the dark shadows of neglect and violence in the service of petty interests of power, gain and division. 
The real question is this: will we abandon the injured man and run to take refuge from the violence, or will we 
pursue the thieves? Will the wounded man end up being the justification for our irreconcilable divisions, our cruel 
indifference, our intestine conflicts? 
 

73. The parable then asks us to take a closer look at the passers-by. The nervous indifference that makes them 
pass to the other side of the road – whether innocently or not, whether the result of disdain or mere distraction – 
makes the priest and the Levite a sad reflection of the growing gulf between ourselves and the world around us. 
There are many ways to pass by at a safe distance: we can retreat inwards, ignore others, or be indifferent to their 
plight. Or simply look elsewhere, as in some countries, or certain sectors of them, where contempt is shown for 
the poor and their culture, and one looks the other way, as if a development plan imported from without could edge 
them out. This is how some justify their indifference: the poor, whose pleas for help might touch their hearts, simply 
do not exist. The poor are beyond the scope of their interest. 
 
74. One detail about the passers-by does stand out: they were religious, devoted to the worship of God: a priest 
and a Levite. This detail should not be overlooked. It shows that belief in God and the worship of God are not 
enough to ensure that we are actually living in a way pleasing to God. A believer may be untrue to everything that 
his faith demands of him, and yet think he is close to God and better than others. The guarantee of an authentic 
openness to God, on the other hand, is a way of practising the faith that helps open our hearts to our brothers and 
sisters. Saint John Chrysostom expressed this pointedly when he challenged his Christian hearers: “Do you wish 
to honour the body of the Saviour? Do not despise it when it is naked. Do not honour it in church with silk vestments 
while outside it is naked and numb with cold”.[58] Paradoxically, those who claim to be unbelievers can sometimes 
put God’s will into practice better than believers. 
. 
 

[58] Homiliae in Matthaeum, 50: 3-4: PG 58, 508. 
 



 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

HILDA ANNANI, RIP who died on Thursday 18 February 2021 
Hilda’s funeral will be on Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 12.00noon at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

MARY BRENNAN, RIP who died on Wednesday 17 February 2021.  
Mary’s funeral will be on Wednesday 10 March 2021 at 1.00pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PAMELA SAVAGE, RIP who died on Monday 1 March 2021.  
Pam’s Requiem Mass will be on Friday 19 March 2021 at 11.00am,1.00pm at Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium 
 

JOSEPH PETER COLVILL, “JOE”, RIP who died on Sunday 21 February 2021 
Joe’s funeral will be on Wednesday 24 March 2021 at 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PATRICK ANTHONY BYRNE, “PADDY”, RIP who died on Monday 15 February 2021.  
Patrick’s Requiem Mass will be on Friday 26 March 2021 at 10.00am,12.00noon at Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium. 
 

JOY BUCHANAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 23 February 2021. Joy’s funeral arrangements to be advised. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly 
on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these 
times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 
 

 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life 
and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we 
may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘A STORY 
CONSTANTLY RETOLD’.   We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  

 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - online at 6pm every Friday during Lent https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

 

THE THREE CAFOD APPEALS!:  It’s been a busy month or so with three appeals. We’ve had the Coronavirus 
PPE Appeal to buy PPE equipment for some of the poorer communities around the world. Then the Walk for 
Water Appeal in sympathy with Abdella and finally the Lent Fast Day Appeal to provide practical help to 
Abdella and his community. 
Thanks very much if you have donated but if not, this is a gentle reminder that it’s not too late. To donate to the 
Lent and Walk for Water Appeals, on the Parish website, scroll down to the CAFOD link. Also three 

parishioners are walking for water during Lent and donations can be made here. https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/st-joseph-and-st-
margaret-clitheroe or https://justgiving.com/fundraising/walking-on-water 
For the Coronavirus PPE Appeal go to https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal. 
So donate please if you can. If the internet is not for you then we would welcome a donation in any envelope marked “CAFOD” and the 
appeal name, and posted through the Presbytery door. Thanks very much 
 

 
 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 
 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  

Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  
Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  

Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker,  
Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, 

Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                     7th    10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Parish Intentions 
                             

Monday              8th     NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                    9th   10.00am     Non-Attendance Mass                               Hilda Annani, RIP 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday             10th   10.00am    Non-Attendance Mass                             Mary Brennan, RIP 
                                                                                                                    

Thursday                 11th   10.00am    Non-attendance Mass                         Maura Redmond, RIP 
 

Friday                      12th     9.00am    Non-attendance Mass                         Sharlet Highfield, RIP 
 

Saturday                 13th    10.00am    Non-attendance Mass                              Thomas Drea, RIP 
                                                                                                                                                                       

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    14th   10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 VIRUS 

HAS LED US TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION TO CLOSE THE 
CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH OF ALL OUR 

PARISHIONERS, VISITORS AND PROTECT THE NHS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 

Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 


