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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

In the great Metropolis of Capernaum, Jesus enters Sacred Space (synagogue) and 
Sacred Time (sabbath) and Teaches.  He is claiming His right to understand and 
interpret Sacred Texts (scripture). But it is not clear yet what He is teaching. 
 
His encounter with the man possessed makes it clear.  It has to do with purity codes, 
a favourite topic of the Pharisee and Scribe.  People and buildings can be 
contaminated by contact with 'unclean spirits'.  So they teach 'avoidance'.  For the 
Pharisee, people are holy to the degree that they avoid what is unholy. Certain 
actions, foods and people are to be excluded. 
 
The unclean spirit is counting on this teaching, and is shocked to find that the Holy 
One of God is not only staying away but moving closer.  Jesus trespasses and does 
not respect purity boundaries. He brings the higher Authority of Love to bear on the 
man’s suffering. 
 
The teaching is clear.  Don't avoid impurity.  Bring your purity to bear on it.  The Higher 
Spirit of God who descended on Him at His Baptism will not allow lesser beings to 
harm those whom God Loves.  He commands them to "Get Out and Shut Up!" And 
they do, taking all the pain they have caused with them. 
 
So while it is true that we all need boundaries, we need 
more to cross those  Boundaries which cause division 
and lead to exclusion.  Jesus, in the name of a 
Holiness that we have to grow into, draws in what others 
would push away. He traces the Pathways of Love in a 
community that is torn by division. And you just know He 
will smile at the walls we build around ourselves, and step 
right through them. 
  
The wonderful poem by Robert Frost, 'Mending Wall' captures some of this.  He meets 
his neighbour to mend a wall that has been broken.  In his mind he says, 
 
Why do walls make good neighbours? Isn't it where there are cows? 
But here there are no cows. 
Before I built a wall I'd ask to know 
What am I walling in or walling out. 
And to whom I was like to give offence? 
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THE ILLUSION OF COMMUNICATION 
 
42. Oddly enough, while closed and intolerant attitudes towards others are on the rise, distances are 
otherwise shrinking or disappearing to the point that the right to privacy scarcely exists. Everything has 
become a kind of spectacle to be examined and inspected, and people’s lives are now under constant 
surveillance. Digital communication wants to bring everything out into the open; people’s lives are 
combed over, laid bare and bandied about, often anonymously. Respect for others disintegrates, and 
even as we dismiss, ignore or keep others distant, we can shamelessly peer into every detail of their 
lives. 
 
43. Digital campaigns of hatred and destruction, for their part, are not – as some would have us believe 
– a positive form of mutual support, but simply an association of individuals united against a perceived 
common enemy. “Digital media can also expose people to the risk of addiction, isolation and a gradual 
loss of contact with concrete reality, blocking the development of authentic interpersonal 
relationships”.[46] They lack the physical gestures, facial expressions, moments of silence, body 
language and even the smells, the trembling of hands, the blushes and perspiration that speak to us and 
are a part of human communication. Digital relationships, which do not demand the slow and gradual 
cultivation of friendships, stable interaction or the building of a consensus that matures over time, have 
the appearance of sociability. Yet they do not really build community; instead, they tend to disguise and 
expand the very individualism that finds expression in xenophobia and in contempt for the vulnerable. 
Digital connectivity is not enough to build bridges. It is not capable of uniting humanity. 
 
Shameless aggression 
44. Even as individuals maintain their comfortable consumerist isolation, they can choose a form of 
constant and febrile bonding that encourages remarkable hostility, insults, abuse, defamation and verbal 
violence destructive of others, and this with a lack of restraint that could not exist in physical contact 
without tearing us all apart. Social aggression has found unparalleled room for expansion through 
computers and mobile devices. 
 
45. This has now given free rein to ideologies. Things that until a few years ago could not be said by 
anyone without risking the loss of universal respect can now be said with impunity, and in the crudest of 
terms, even by some political figures. Nor should we forget that “there are huge economic interests 
operating in the digital world, capable of exercising forms of control as subtle as they are invasive, 
creating mechanisms for the manipulation of consciences and of the democratic process. The way many 
platforms work often ends up favouring encounter between persons who think alike, shielding them from 
debate. These closed circuits facilitate the spread of fake news and false information, fomenting 
prejudice and hate”.[47] 
 
46. We should also recognize that destructive forms of fanaticism are at times found among religious 
believers, including Christians; they too “can be caught up in networks of verbal violence through the 
internet and the various forums of digital communication. Even in Catholic media, limits can be 
overstepped, defamation and slander can become commonplace, and all ethical standards and respect 
for the good name of others can be abandoned”.[48] How can this contribute to the fraternity that our 
common Father asks of us? 
 
[46] Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit (25 March 2019), 88. 
[47] Ibid., 89. 
[48] Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate (19 March 2018), 115. 
 



 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

 

JOHN RAYMOND WOODS, RIP who died on Sunday 10 January 2021.  
John’s funeral will be on Wednesday 10 February 2021 3.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PAM BANTLEMAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 19 January 2021.   
Pam’s funeral will be on Wednesday 17 February 2021 at 10.00am, 12.00noon Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

STUART BIRLEY, RIP who died on Thursday 28 January 2021. Stuart’s funeral arrangements to be advised. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

TUNE IN TO AFTERNOON CONTEMPLATIVE TALKS - James Finley's "Following the Mystics Through 
the Narrow Gate", 6 more  sessions, will be broadcast via our website and Church Services TV, giving an 
opportunity to listen and learn.  Join these insightful sessions at 1pm on Tuesday 2 February.  They'll be 
recorded and saved for later listening via the church website (on 
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live) too. 
 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION 
GROUP weekly on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how 
scripture calls us to a continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our 
world in these times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the 
Zoom link. 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired 
by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility 
that, through it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. 
This week: ‘The Illusion of Communication’.  To read and reflect upon the Holy Father’s thinking and 
teaching on issues of global governance, charity, compassion, justice, inter-religious dialogue, 
friendship and peace.  We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  
 

 
 

 

CAFOD | BIG WALK FOR WATER: This Lent, CAFOD invites you and the whole Catholic 
community of England and Wales to join the Big Walk for Water Join the Big Walk for Water! | 
CAFOD virtual event on Saturday 20th February. We are asking everyone to walk in 
solidarity with those who have to walk to collect water each day like Abdella from 
Ethiopia.  You can walk 5 miles or just around your garden but please walk so that we can 

make this an event to create awareness of water poverty and to raise funds for those living in poverty around 
the world.  If you are a keen walker could you Walk for Water as a personal Lenten challenge by walking 10,000 
steps a day, every day, for 40 days to raise funds for CAFOD’s Lent appeal.  Please contact Jo Lowry for more 
information portsmouth@cafod.org.uk find out more at https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-for-Water 
30 seconds walk for water promotion Walk for Water: Sign up, get fit, change someone’s life | CAFOD on Vimeo 
 
 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we 
have access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  

Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  
Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  

Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  
Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry and Mary Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  

Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Chris Way, Terry ad Peggy McCullough. 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   31st   10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions            
                                   

Monday              1st    NO MASS                
 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
                                 

Tuesday                   2nd   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                              John McAvoy, RIP                                          
                                                                      

Wednesday              3rd   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                           Ferdi & Stella D’Souza 
                                                                                                                         

Thursday                  4th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass               Francis Xavier Casimir, RIP      
 

ST AGATHA, Virgin, Martyr   
                                        

Friday                       5th     9.00am     Non-attendance Mass                               Danny Griffin, RIP                                                                       
                                                                                                                                        

ST PAUL MIKI & COMPANIONS, Martyrs   
                                                                                                                                                    

Saturday                  6th    10.00am     Non-attendance Mass        Flory and Louis Rodericks, RIP           
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                     7th  10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 VIRUS 

HAS LED US TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION  
TO CLOSE THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH OF ALL 

OUR PARISHIONERS, VISITORS AND PROTECT THE NHS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 
 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON, DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down menu “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 


