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The fate of the leper is clear.  Not only does he have a terrible affliction of the body, he is now excluded from 
the life of the community.  The Leper is a powerful symbol of those who are beyond help or hope.  But this 
one has heard about Jesus and His power to heal the sick.  More importantly, Jesus has a reputation for 
including those who have been excluded.  This reputation empowers the leper to come forward, even if he is 
still unsure if Jesus wants to heal him.  Jesus' Compassion for all who are isolated moves Him to reach out 
and touch the leper.  Healing him and welcoming him back to his community, with one gentle touch, are 
movements of the same dance. 
 

The leper gets what he asked for but Jesus does not. Jesus asks him to show himself to the priest and make 
the ritual offering for his healing - all signs that he has been restored to community.  Mark does not tell us if 
he does this but he certainly ignores the request to keep his mouth shut.  He tells everyone everything and, 
as a result, Jesus is now the one who is isolated.  This is the price he pays for being Compassionate.  There 
is always a price! 
 

Listen to this poem, 'A Prayer to the Pain of Jesus'.   
 

When crutches were thrown away 
Did Jesus limp after the running crippled? 
 

Did His eyes dim when Bartimaeus saw? 
 

Did life ebb in Him when it flowed in Lazarus? 
 

When lepers leapt in new flesh 
Did scales appear on the back of His hand? 
 

The Gospels say Jesus felt power go out from Him 
but neglect to say whether, at that moment, pain came in. 
 

Did the Son of God take on ungrown legs and dead eyes 
in the terrifying knowledge 
that pain does not go away,  
only moves on? 
(The Hour of the Unexpected.  John Shea 1992) 
 

The art of Compassion is experiencing ourselves to be the same as the person who is before us and 
accepting the cost of making a relationship with them.  When this awareness of sameness and connection 
replaces separation, Compassion arises.  It is the certainty that we share the same world that drives us 
towards action.  We do not recoil, we reach out.  Compassion is the engine that drives us forward in the same 
way that it made Jesus touch the leper and make him clean.  It is also the unwavering certainty that sits 
behind the words of Jesus when the leper asks if Jesus wants to heal him, "Of course, I want to..." 
 

Poem number two, 'Why aren't We Screaming Drunks?' By Hafiz. 
 

The sun once glimpsed God's true nature and has never been the same. 
Thus that radiant sphere constantly pours its energy upon this earth, 
As He does from behind the veil. 
 

With a wonderful God like that, why isn't everyone a screaming drunk? 
 

Hafiz's guess is this. 
 

Any thought that you are better or less 
Than another person 
Quickly 
Breaks the wine Glass.   (The Gift:Poems by the great Sufi Mystic. 1999) 
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HOPE 
 

54. Despite these dark clouds, which may not be ignored, I would like in the following pages to take 
up and discuss many new paths of hope. For God continues to sow abundant seeds of goodness in 
our human family. The recent pandemic enabled us to recognize and appreciate once more all those 
around us who, in the midst of fear, responded by putting their lives on the line. We began to realize 
that our lives are interwoven with and sustained by ordinary people valiantly shaping the decisive 
events of our shared history: doctors, nurses, pharmacists, storekeepers and supermarket workers, 
cleaning personnel, caretakers, transport workers, men and women working to provide essential 
services and public safety, volunteers, priests and religious… They understood that no one is saved 
alone.[51] 
 

55. I invite everyone to renewed hope, for hope “speaks to us of something deeply rooted in every 
human heart, independently of our circumstances and historical conditioning. Hope speaks to us of 
a thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a life of fulfilment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill 
our heart and lift our spirit to lofty realities like truth, goodness and beauty, justice and love… Hope 
is bold; it can look beyond personal convenience, the petty securities and compensations which limit 
our horizon, and it can open us up to grand ideals that make life more beautiful and 
worthwhile”.[52]   Let us continue, then, to advance along the paths of hope. 
 

CHAPTER TWO - A STRANGER ON THE ROAD 
 

56. The previous chapter should not be read as a cool and detached description of today’s problems, 
for “the joys and hopes, the grief and anguish of the people of our time, especially of those who are 
poor or afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the grief and anguish of the followers of Christ as well. 
Nothing that is genuinely human fails to find an echo in their hearts”.[53] In the attempt to search for 
a ray of light in the midst of what we are experiencing, and before proposing a few lines of action, I 
now wish to devote a chapter to a parable told by Jesus Christ two thousand years ago. Although 
this Letter is addressed to all people of good will, regardless of their religious convictions, the parable 
is one that any of us can relate to and find challenging. 
 

“Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He 
said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you 
will live.’ But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, 
beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So, likewise, a Levite when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 
him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he 
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the 
man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”(Lk 10:25-37). 
 
[51] Cf. Extraordinary Moment of Prayer in Time of Epidemic (27 March 2020): L’Osservatore Romano, 29 March 2020, p. 10; Message for the 2020 World Day of the 
Poor (13 June 2020), 6: L’Osservatore Romano, 14 June 2020, p. 8. 
[52] Greeting to Young People at the Padre Félix Varela Cultural Centre, Havana, Cuba (20 September 2015): L’Osservatore Romano, 21-22 September 2015, p. 6. 
[53] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et Spes, 1. 
 
 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

STUART SAMUEL BIRLEY, RIP who died on Thursday 28 January 2021. 
Stuart’s Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 16 February 2021 at 2.00pm, 4.00pm Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PAMELA ROSELINE BANTLEMAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 19 January 2021.   
Pam’s Requiem Mass will be on Wednesday 17 February 2021 at 10.00am, 12.00noon Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium. 
 

ALFREDA (FREDA) MARY EDGINGTON, RIP who died on Saturday 23 January 2021.   
Freda’s Requiem Mass will be on Friday 19 February 2021 at 2.00pm, 4.00pm Binfield Cemetery. 
 

ROBERT GEORGE SPRINGALL, RIP who died on Saturday 30 January 2021 
Robert’s funeral will be on Tuesday 23 February 2021 at 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

CATHERINE GRATTAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 9 February 2021 
Catherine’s Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 11.30am, 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Cemetery. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY: We will celebrate Ash Wednesday with 
a Liturgy at 6.00pm on Wednesday 17 February, live streamed.  If 
possible, please have a lit candle safely near you during the Liturgy. 

 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly on 
Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these times.   Please 
email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 
 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the 
life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through 
it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘HOPE’ 
and ‘Chapter Two : A Stranger on the Road’.   We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  
 

 
 

CAFOD LENT CHALLENGE, WALK FOR WATER. An opportunity for us to walk in sympathy with 
Abdella, the subject of this year’s Lent appeal. Bill Taylor will try the 10,000 steps (around 5 miles – about 
1½ hours) every day for the 40 days of Lent. Please join in with part of the 10,000 steps on any of the 40 
days of Lent, staying within the Covid regulations. If not, then please donate. Donations can be made 
through this link: https://justgiving.com/teams/st-joseph-and-st-margaret-clitheroe 

Click on a team member’s name, then the donate button, your donation will be added to theirs. Team members donations will be 
added together making a grand total for the Parish. To join the walking team click on Team Members button, a login can be 
created for you. If you only want to donate, you can generate your own total with your friends and family, send them the above 
link.  If “Just Giving” is not for you, we would welcome donations by envelope marked “WALK FOR WATER “, posted through the 
Presbytery door. Your support is very much appreciated and will be life enhancing for the poor of the world. 
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we 
have access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  

Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  
Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  

Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  
Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry and Mary Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  

Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Chris Way, Terry and Peggy McCullough. 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    14th   10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Philip Butler, RIP            
                                   

Monday             15th    NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                  16th    2.00pm    Requiem Mass                             Stuart Samuel Birley, RIP  

                                                                                                                                        

ASH WEDNESDAY – Beginning of the Season of Lent (Day of Fasting & Abstinence) 
                                                                      

Wednesday             17th  10.00am    Requiem Mass                                    Pamela Bantleman, RIP 
   

                                                                           6.00pm   Ash Wednesday Liturgy    
                                                                                                                    

Thursday                 18th   10.00am    Non-attendance Mass                           Ellen Whiteside, RIP      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Friday                      19th    2.00pm    Requiem Mass                       Alfreda Mary Edgington, RIP                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                    

Saturday                 20th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass      Ted & Jean-Marc Bouchereau, RIP 
                                                                                                                                                                       

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    21st   10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 VIRUS HAS LED US 

TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION TO CLOSE THE CHURCH  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH OF ALL OUR PARISHIONERS, VISITORS 

AND PROTECT THE NHS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON; DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 


