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The Teacher calls an inner circle of His disciples into the depth of Himself.  To do this, He takes them up 
a high mountain, a favourite place for a meeting with God.  Here, He is transfigured into light.  The ‘three’ 
are given an astonishing gift – to see Jesus, the Beloved Son, in communion with His Abba.  The gift is 
given so that they might grow in their desire to follow Jesus.  It hasn’t been easy for them.  What they 
are seeing is for their benefit. 
 

But then more is given.  Elijah and Moses arrive.  They too like high mountains.  In their own way they 
went there to talk with God and to find the wisdom to make God’s plan work with people who were highly 
resistant to them.  Speaking on behalf of the ‘three’, Peter exclaims that it is great to be part of this event.  
But these are the words of someone who feels he is in over his head.  The One they were shadowing is 
now even more attractive and, at the same time, a little bit scary! 
 

Then even more is given.  A cloud descends and now God is shadowing them.  This is probably as close 
as you’re going to get to God.  And then God speaks.  He reveals the true name of this Jesus.  It is the 
same name that was given at His Baptism in the Jordan, ‘My Son, the Beloved’.  For disciples, this is a 
call to listen more attentively to what the Beloved Son is saying.  This is the revelation. 
 

And then, the moment of Grace ends, as they must.  Now all they have is Jesus and the truth about Him.  
The vision has strengthened their understanding of Jesus as God’s Beloved Son and the inheritor of the 
law and the prophets.  They know that Jesus has God’s seal of approval, but they have yet to understand 
the divine plan.  Somehow, this is tied to the rather mysterious question of the Son of Man “rising from 
the dead”.  And so, until they understand both the identity of Jesus and the divine plan, they are charged 
to be silent.  They are, and yet they try to solve the puzzle amongst themselves.  As do we! 
 

I wonder if we might come closer to understanding in this way.  Those who 
turn away from God are left in communities of loneliness.  Loneliness brings 
panic, and, in their panic, people will try anything to fill the void they have made 
in their own lives.  Grace reverses this process.  People grounded in God do 
not know what it is like to be separated.  Their communion fills them and 
propels them outwards.  Instead of trying to grab and hold, they find joy in 
giving themselves.  And here they discover one of life’s strangest truths, that 
the source of life is always available to those who walk with generous hearts 
before God.  These are the ones who bring strength and healing to a broken 
and troubled world. 

 

In the Transfiguration narrative Jesus radiates outwards.  This is the sign of His communion with God.  
Neither God nor Jesus abandon this troubled world or her troubled people.  They move in sync to restore 
what was lost.  This is what disciples are meant to understand.  That feeling grounded and at home and 
flowing into the world with compassion and blessing, they find a deeper compassion and more abundant 
blessing.  Thus, the are transfigured with Christ. 
 

Cyprian Smith states the case beautifully: “It is possible for human beings, living, thinking and acting in 
God, to think, see and do as God does.  Instead of standing within the created world, looking in it for 
signs of a God who is outside it, we stand within God and it is the world that now appears outside, we 
are greater than it.  It appears as a pale and imperfect reflection of the dazzling and brilliant truth in which 
we are living and making our home”. 
(The Way of Paradox: Spiritual Life as Taught by Meister Eckhart.) 
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THE CONTEXT /continued….. 
 

62. Yet this call to love could be misunderstood. Saint Paul, recognizing the temptation of the earliest Christian 
communities to form closed and isolated groups, urged his disciples to abound in love “for one another and for all” 
(1 Thess 3:12). In the Johannine community, fellow Christians were to be welcomed, “even though they are 
strangers to you” (3 Jn 5). In this context, we can better understand the significance of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan: love does not care if a brother or sister in need comes from one place or another. For “love shatters 
the chains that keep us isolated and separate; in their place, it builds bridges. Love enables us to create one great 
family, where all of us can feel at home… Love exudes compassion and dignity”.[56] 
 

ABANDONED ON THE WAYSIDE 
 

63. Jesus tells the story of a man assaulted by thieves and lying injured on the wayside. Several persons passed 
him by, but failed to stop. These were people holding important social positions, yet lacking in real concern for the 
common good. They would not waste a couple of minutes caring for the injured man, or even in calling for help. 
Only one person stopped, approached the man and cared for him personally, even spending his own money to 
provide for his needs. He also gave him something that in our frenetic world we cling to tightly: he gave him his 
time. Certainly, he had his own plans for that day, his own needs, commitments and desires. Yet he was able to 
put all that aside when confronted with someone in need. Without even knowing the injured man, he saw him as 
deserving of his time and attention. 
 

64. Which of these persons do you identify with? This question, blunt as it is, is direct and incisive. Which of these 
characters do you resemble? We need to acknowledge that we are constantly tempted to ignore others, especially 
the weak. Let us admit that, for all the progress we have made, we are still “illiterate” when it comes to 
accompanying, caring for and supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our developed societies. We 
have become accustomed to looking the other way, passing by, ignoring situations until they affect us directly. 
65. Someone is assaulted on our streets, and many hurry off as if they did not notice. People hit someone with 
their car and then flee the scene. Their only desire is to avoid problems; it does not matter that, through their fault, 
another person could die. All these are signs of an approach to life that is spreading in various and subtle ways. 
What is more, caught up as we are with our own needs, the sight of a person who is suffering disturbs us. It makes 
us uneasy, since we have no time to waste on other people’s problems. These are symptoms of an unhealthy 
society. A society that seeks prosperity but turns its back on suffering. 
 

66. May we not sink to such depths! Let us look to the example of the Good Samaritan. Jesus’ parable summons 
us to rediscover our vocation as citizens of our respective nations and of the entire world, builders of a new social 
bond. This summons is ever new, yet it is grounded in a fundamental law of our being: we are called to direct 
society to the pursuit of the common good and, with this purpose in mind, to persevere in consolidating its political 
and social order, its fabric of relations, its human goals. By his actions, the Good Samaritan showed that “the 
existence of each and every individual is deeply tied to that of others: life is not simply time that passes; life is a 
time for interactions”.[57] 
 

67. The parable eloquently presents the basic decision we need to make in order to rebuild our wounded world. 
In the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course is to imitate the Good Samaritan. Any other decision 
would make us either one of the robbers or one of those who walked by without showing compassion for the 
sufferings of the man on the roadside. The parable shows us how a community can be rebuilt by men and women 
who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject the creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead as 
neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the sake of the common good. At the same time, it warns us 
about the attitude of those who think only of themselves and fail to shoulder the inevitable responsibilities of life 
as it is. 
 

68. The parable clearly does not indulge in abstract moralizing, nor is its message merely social and ethical. It 
speaks to us of an essential and often forgotten aspect of our common humanity: we were created for a fulfilment 
that can only be found in love. We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot allow anyone to go through life as 
an outcast. Instead, we should feel indignant, challenged to emerge from our comfortable isolation and to be 
changed by our contact with human suffering. That is the meaning of dignity. 
 
[56] Address to Those Assisted by the Charitable Works of the Church, Tallinn, Estonia (25 September 2018): L’Osservatore Romano, 27 September 2018, p. 8. 
[57] Video Message to the TED Conference in Vancouver (26 April 2017):L’Osservatore Romano, 27 April 2017, p. 7. 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

CATHERINE GRATTAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 9 February 2021 
Catherine’s Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 2 March 2021 at 11.30am, 1.30pm at Easthampstead  
Park Cemetery. 
 

HILDA ANNANI, RIP who died on Thursday 18 February 2021 
Hilda’s funeral will be on Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 12.00noon at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

MARY BRENNAN, RIP who died on Wednesday 17 February 2021.  
Mary’s funeral will be on Wednesday 10 March 2021 at 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

JOSEPH PETER COLVILL, “JOE”, RIP who died on Sunday 21 February 2021 
Joe’s funeral will be on Wednesday 24 March 2021 at 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PATRICK ANTHONY BYRNE, “PADDY”, RIP who died on Monday 15 February 2021.  
Patrick’s Requiem Mass will be on Friday 26 March 2021 at 10.00am,12.00noon at Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium. 
 

JOY BUCHANAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 23 February 2021. Joy’s funeral arrangements to be advised. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly 
on Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these 
times.   Please email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Mass on Wednesday 3 March is at 9.00am. 
There will be NO MASS on Friday 5 March as Fr Danny is celebrating the Requiem Mass of Cathy Pickles from Lymington 

who recently died from COVID, please keep Cathy in your prayers. 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired by the life 
and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, through it, we 
may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: ‘THE CONTEXT’ 
continued and ‘ABANDONED ON THE WAYSIDE’.   We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  

 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - online at 6pm every Friday during Lent https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL - After the CAFOD coronavirus and Walk for Water appeals, (thanks for the 
donations) this weekend we have the “proper” Lent Appeal. We are familiar with Abdella and his daily walk 
for water as he walks for 10 hours per day every day, there are no weekends off.  To donate, on the Parish 
website, scroll down and click on the “ordinary” CAFOD link. (Not the Walk for Water one). 
 

Click on the blue “Donate to the Lent Appeal” button and there’s a two-minute video showing the dry, 
dusty and rough countryside, no level tarmac roads, that he must walk through to collect water. It also shows another community 
near Abdella where CAFOD has helped a community with similar problems. Please donate if you can. If you prefer to donate by 
envelope marked “CAFOD Lent Appeal “, posted through the Presbytery door letterbox would be most welcome.  Thank you very 
much for your continuing support. 
 

 
 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 
 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 
limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local parishioners. Please contact IN 
CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  

Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  
Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  

Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  
Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  

Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Chris Way, Terry and Peggy McCullough. 
 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   28th    10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Parish Intentions 
                             

ST DAVID, Religious, Bishop 
 

Monday             1st     NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                  2nd    11.30am    REQUIEM MASS              Catherine Winifred Grattan, RIP 
                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday              3rd      9.00am    Non-Attendance Mass                               Brian Griffith, RIP 
                                                                                                                    

Thursday                  4th    10.00am    Non-attendance Mass                                       Carole Mayes 
 

Friday                       5th     NO MASS 
 

Saturday                  6th    10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                               Roger Griffin, RIP 
                                                                                                                                                                       

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                     7th   10.30am    NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                       Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 VIRUS 

HAS LED US TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION TO CLOSE THE 
CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH OF ALL OUR 

PARISHIONERS, VISITORS AND PROTECT THE NHS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON;         DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 

Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 

Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 


