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The word is out. Jesus is a healer who banishes illness and inner torment.  So, the moment the sun has set and 
strange sabbath rules no longer apply, they come to Him, bringing their sick in droves.  It must have been a 
great evening for everyone.  They are witnesses to how healing unbreaks the broken circles of love and restores 
lives and communities.  Yet, in the Gospel, these cures are recorded but they are not embellished in any way.  
Even the ‘demons’ are not allowed to speak.  If they are heard, Jesus will be misunderstood.  He silences the 
‘demons’ because He knows their half-truth is more dangerous than a lie. 
 

The real Mission is unfolding, and Jesus has to stay close to the One who has sent him.  He seeks out the desert 
and prayerful communion with His Abba.  Here, he enjoys clarity and sees the right direction He needs to take.  
Jesus has to choose, and prayer will centre Him for those decisions.  He cannot afford to be distracted by 
‘popularity’.  His cures and exorcisms are magnets that draw large crowds.  To His ‘not yet fully trained disciples’, 
crowds spell success.  Fame and reputation are still a big temptation for them.  Jesus calls followers but He 
does not court fans.  The message is more important than the miracles.  This is why He came.  His identity, 
claimed and reclaimed in prayer, draws Him away from the crowds who seek Him.  He must move on.  The 
message, the spiritual revolution must be preached and taught in word and deed.  
 

Ram Dass, a spiritual teacher in the Hindu tradition, suffered a severe stroke in 1977.  In his wonderful book, 
‘Still Here: Embracing Aging, Changing and Dying’, he wrote, “While cures aim at returning our bodies to what 
they were in the past, healing uses what is present to move us more deeply into soul awareness, and in some 
cases, physical improvement.  Although I have not been cured of the effects of my stroke, I have certainly 
undergone profound healings of mind and heart”. (p.67).  For Ram, it is in the sickness that the healing begins. 
 

And in his poem, ‘Fever’, John Updike speaks about the inner healing that came from his illness. 
I have brought back a good 
message from the land of 102 degrees: 
God exists. 
I had seriously doubted this before; 
but the bedposts spoke of it with utmost confidence, 
the thread of my blanket took it for granted. (Collected Poems 1953-1993) p.28 
 

Again, some patients have reported a greater sense of being alive and 
closer to others when they were sick.   This was the case for Fred who 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer.  After an initial period of distress 
something amazing happened to him.  He just stopped doing everything 
that didn’t really matter.  His terminally ill life had become vital and 
peaceful.  When the doctor called to tell him they had made a mistake he 
was shattered.  “When I heard this over the phone, I cried like a baby – 
because I was afraid my life would go back to the way it used to be”.  
(Presence: Human Purpose and the Field of the Future, pp25-26) 
 

This is the challenge the Gospel presents.  Cures are a sign of the Kingdom of God.  Like illness, they should 
be received as a gift and both should carry us to the new humanity.  This is why Simon’s mother-in-law is both 
cured and healed.  The touch of Jesus is a transfusion.  His life flows into her life.  In loving the person, hidden 
at the centre of an illness, He lifts her up.  The fever leaves and service begins.  God’s service to her becomes 
her service of others.  This healing reconnects her to the true meaning of her life.  The flow of life and love 
through her intimate communion with God, herself and her community results in the Dignity of Service.  And the 
Gospels are clear that service is not menial work.  It is the hallmark of the new humanity that Jesus, the Beloved 
Son of God came to establish.  After all, He Himself came not to be served but to serve and give His life as a 
ransom for many. (Mark 10.45) What about us?  
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INFORMATION WITHOUT WISDOM 
 

47. True wisdom demands an encounter with reality. Today, however, everything can be created, disguised and 
altered. A direct encounter even with the fringes of reality can thus prove intolerable. A mechanism of selection 
then comes into play, whereby I can immediately separate likes from dislikes, what I consider attractive from what 
I deem distasteful. In the same way, we can choose the people with whom we wish to share our world. Persons 
or situations we find unpleasant or disagreeable are simply deleted in today’s virtual networks; a virtual circle is 
then created, isolating us from the real world in which we are living. 
 
48. The ability to sit down and listen to others, typical of interpersonal encounters, is paradigmatic of the welcoming 
attitude shown by those who transcend narcissism and accept others, caring for them and welcoming them into 
their lives. Yet “today’s world is largely a deaf world… At times, the frantic pace of the modern world prevents us 
from listening attentively to what another person is saying. Halfway through, we interrupt him and want to contradict 
what he has not even finished saying. We must not lose our ability to listen”. Saint Francis “heard the voice of 
God, he heard the voice of the poor, he heard the voice of the infirm and he heard the voice of nature. He made 
of them a way of life. My desire is that the seed that Saint Francis planted may grow in the hearts of many”.[49] 
 
49. As silence and careful listening disappear, replaced by a frenzy of texting, this basic structure of sage human 
communication is at risk. A new lifestyle is emerging, where we create only what we want and exclude all that we 
cannot control or know instantly and superficially. This process, by its intrinsic logic, blocks the kind of serene 
reflection that could lead us to a shared wisdom. 
 
50. Together, we can seek the truth in dialogue, in relaxed conversation or in passionate debate. To do so calls 
for perseverance; it entails moments of silence and suffering, yet it can patiently embrace the broader experience 
of individuals and peoples. The flood of information at our fingertips does not make for greater wisdom. Wisdom 
is not born of quick searches on the internet nor is it a mass of unverified data. That is not the way to mature in 
the encounter with truth. Conversations revolve only around the latest data; they become merely horizontal and 
cumulative. We fail to keep our attention focused, to penetrate to the heart of matters, and to recognize what is 
essential to give meaning to our lives. Freedom thus becomes an illusion that we are peddled, easily confused 
with the ability to navigate the internet. The process of building fraternity, be it local or universal, can only be 
undertaken by spirits that are free and open to authentic encounters. 
 

FORMS OF SUBJECTION AND OF SELF-CONTEMPT 
 

51. Certain economically prosperous countries tend to be proposed as cultural models for less developed 
countries; instead, each of those countries should be helped to grow in its own distinct way and to develop its 
capacity for innovation while respecting the values of its proper culture. A shallow and pathetic desire to imitate 
others leads to copying and consuming in place of creating, and fosters low national self-esteem. In the affluent 
sectors of many poor countries, and at times in those who have recently emerged from poverty, there is a 
resistance to native ways of thinking and acting, and a tendency to look down on one’s own cultural identity, as if 
it were the sole cause of every ill. 
 

52. Destroying self-esteem is an easy way to dominate others. Behind these trends that tend to level our world, 
there flourish powerful interests that take advantage of such low self-esteem, while attempting, through the media 
and networks, to create a new culture in the service of the elite. This plays into the opportunism of financial 
speculators and raiders, and the poor always end up the losers. Then too, ignoring the culture of their people has 
led to the inability of many political leaders to devise an effective development plan that could be freely accepted 
and sustained over time. 
 

53. We forget that “there is no worse form of alienation than to feel uprooted, belonging to no one. A land will be 
fruitful, and its people bear fruit and give birth to the future, only to the extent that it can foster a sense of belonging 
among its members, create bonds of integration between generations and different communities, and avoid all 
that makes us insensitive to others and leads to further alienation”.[50] 
 
[49] From the film Pope Francis: A Man of His Word, by Wim Wenders (2018). 
[50] Address to Authorities, Civil Society and the Diplomatic Corps, Tallinn, Estonia (25 September 2018): L’Osservatore Romano, 27 September 
2018, p. 7. 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

JOHN RAYMOND WOODS, RIP who died on Sunday 10 January 2021.  
John’s funeral will be on Wednesday 10 February 2021, 3.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

STUART SAMUEL BIRLEY, RIP who died on Thursday 28 January 2021. 
Stuart’s Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 16 February 2021 at 2.00pm, 4.00pm Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PAMELA ROSELINE BANTLEMAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 19 January 2021.   
Pam’s Requiem Mass will be on Wednesday 17 February 2021 at 10.00am, 12.00noon Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium. 
 

ROBERT GEORGE SPRINGALL, RIP who died on Saturday 30 January 2021 
Robert’s funeral will be on Tuesday 23 February 2021 at 1.30pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

CHURCH FLAT ROOF UPDATE - The Senior Leadership and Finance Committee have been working in 
conjunction with the Diocese to obtain competitive quotes for the flat roof and other essential works. The quotes 
have now been received from 4 potential suppliers and to complete all the work identified the cost to the parish 
will be in the order of £400,000 including VAT and professional fees. We are in the process of providing a more 
detailed update for the parish and this will be published soon and will be sent with a future newsletter and appear 
on the parish website. In the meantime, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to make contact via the 
parish office.  

 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly on 
Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these times.   Please 
email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 
 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired 
by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility 
that, through it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. 
This week: ‘Information Without Wisdom’ and ‘Forms of Subjection and Self-Contempt’.    
We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  
 

 
 

 

CAFOD COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS APPEAL - This year we have the Coronavirus to contend 
which is making life difficult for communities around the world, especially the poorer ones that 
CAFOD tries to help. Communities suddenly having to find funds to buy ventilators, life-support 
machines, PPE, etc. Donations can be made via the CAFOD link on the parish website, click 
"Donate" button on the home page or cafod.org.uk/Give. This is a separate appeal and not part of 
the Lent Appeal so donations can be made at any time and will continue after Lent. This COVID-
19 Coronavirus issue will be with us all for a long time yet. 
 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we 
have access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  

Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  
Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  

Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  
Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry and Mary Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  

Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Chris Way, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Catherine Grattan. 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                     7th   10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                      Philip Butler, RIP            
                                   

Monday              8th    NO MASS                
                                

Tuesday                   9th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass     Block & Roderick Families & Friends  

                                                                                                                                       Living and Deceased 

ST SCHOLASTICA, Virgin 
                                                                      

Wednesday             10th  10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                John Raymond Woods, RIP 
                                                                                                                         

Thursday                 11th   10.00am    Non-attendance Mass       Dr John & Anne-Marie Bowler-Reed, RIP      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              (Foundation)  

                                       

Friday                      12th    9.00am     Non-attendance Mass                               Danny Griffin, RIP                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                    

Saturday                 13th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass       Jurgens Family Living & Deceased 

                                                                                                                                                                      (Foundation) 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    14th  10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 VIRUS HAS LED US 

TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION TO CLOSE THE CHURCH  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH OF ALL OUR PARISHIONERS, VISITORS 

AND PROTECT THE NHS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 

 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS, PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
 

ONLINE ‘GIVE AS YOU LIVE’ BUTTON; DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS  
ARE ALL ON THE PARISH WEBSITE (drop down “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 


