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First. A Prayer of Wholehearted Commitment. 
 
Lord, you have the reputation of taking people to places they never wanted to go. Witness Jonah, 
delivered by whale to Nineveh, and Habakkuk flown by angels to Babylon.  Also, I have heard that 
you do not consult.  Abraham is suddenly ordered out of Haran and Moses called out of retirement 
for the Egypt assignment.  Furthermore, Paul says you take a chiropodist’s delight in Achilles heels, 
spurn eloquence for the stutter and reveal yourself in the thorns of the flesh.  And what was that 
unpleasantness with your Beloved Son shortly before his appointment to your right hand? 
 
So, it is that to you my most resounding “Yes” is a “maybe” and it is with one eye on the door that I 
say, ‘Behold, Lord, your servant is waiting.’  (The Hour of the Unexpected. John Shea) 
 
John is in prison, and, for now, Jesus is free.  The torch has passed.  God is working in history to 
bring about a better world.  Jesus will need friends to work with Him, but where will He find them? I 
guess the answer lies in where He looked.  In ordinary places among ordinary people.  We might 
say that while the same urgency is in the air, it is no longer possible for us to leave it to the experts!  
The beautiful Document ‘Lumen Gentium’ speaks of a universal call to holiness and mission.  What 
are we doing with this call in our own lives? 
 
Rumi, the Sufi Mystic and poet answers this question like this: 
 
The Master said, “There is one thing in this world that must never be forgotten.  If you were to forget 
everything else, but did not forget that, then there would be no cause to worry; whereas if you 
performed and remembered and did not forget every single thing, but forgot that one thing, then you 
would have done nothing whatsoever.  It is just as if a king had sent you into a country to carry out 
a specific task.  You go and perform a hundred other tasks, but if you have not performed that 
particular task on account of which you had gone into that country, it is as though you have 
performed nothing at all.  So, each human person has come into this world for a particular task and 
that is each one’s purpose.  If one does not perform it, then that one will have done nothing. 
(Discourses on Rumi. Trans A J Arberry. London 1961, p.26) 
 
For Jesus, this one thing to which all are called is to follow 
Him, with a new mind, and join Him in His work of 
transforming the world.  It does not matter that this urgent 
journey will be a roller coaster of successes and failures, 
meeting and misunderstandings, ease of suffering or hope 
and regret.  We never know what we are getting into with God!  
This might, as the prayer above suggests, leave us squinting 
at the exit routes.  However, I have never met anyone who 
really risked it who did not find a hope larger than their 
individual life. 
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AN ABSENCE OF HUMAN DIGNITY ON THE BORDERS 
 

37. Certain populist political regimes, as well as certain liberal economic approaches, maintain that an 
influx of migrants is to be prevented at all costs. Arguments are also made for the propriety of limiting 
aid to poor countries, so that they can hit rock bottom and find themselves forced to take austerity 
measures. One fails to realize that behind such statements, abstract and hard to support, great numbers 
of lives are at stake. Many migrants have fled from war, persecution and natural catastrophes. Others, 
rightly, “are seeking opportunities for themselves and their families. They dream of a better future and 
they want to create the conditions for achieving it”.[36] 
 

38. Sadly, some “are attracted by Western culture, sometimes with unrealistic expectations that expose 
them to grave disappointments. Unscrupulous traffickers, frequently linked to drug cartels or arms 
cartels, exploit the weakness of migrants, who too often experience violence, trafficking, psychological 
and physical abuse and untold sufferings on their journey”.[37] Those who emigrate “experience 
separation from their place of origin, and often a cultural and religious uprooting as well. Fragmentation 
is also felt by the communities they leave behind, which lose their most vigorous and enterprising 
elements, and by families, especially when one or both of the parents migrates, leaving the children in 
the country of origin”.[38] For this reason, “there is also a need to reaffirm the right not to emigrate, that 
is, to remain in one’s homeland”.[39] 
 

39. Then too, “in some host countries, migration causes fear and alarm, often fomented and exploited 
for political purposes. This can lead to a xenophobic mentality, as people close in on themselves, and it 
needs to be addressed decisively”.[40] Migrants are not seen as entitled like others to participate in the 
life of society, and it is forgotten that they possess the same intrinsic dignity as any person. Hence they 
ought to be “agents in their own redemption”.[41] No one will ever openly deny that they are human 
beings, yet in practice, by our decisions and the way we treat them, we can show that we consider them 
less worthy, less important, less human. For Christians, this way of thinking and acting is unacceptable, 
since it sets certain political preferences above deep convictions of our faith: the inalienable dignity of 
each human person regardless of origin, race or religion, and the supreme law of fraternal love. 
 

40. “Migrations, more than ever before, will play a pivotal role in the future of our world”.[42] At present, 
however, migration is affected by the “loss of that sense of responsibility for our brothers and sisters on 
which every civil society is based”.[43] Europe, for example, seriously risks taking this path. Nonetheless, 
“aided by its great cultural and religious heritage, it has the means to defend the centrality of the human 
person and to find the right balance between its twofold moral responsibility to protect the rights of its 
citizens and to assure assistance and acceptance to migrants”.[44] 
 

41. I realize that some people are hesitant and fearful with regard to migrants. I consider this part of our 
natural instinct of self-defence. Yet it is also true that an individual and a people are only fruitful and 
productive if they are able to develop a creative openness to others. I ask everyone to move beyond 
those primal reactions because “there is a problem when doubts and fears condition our way of thinking 
and acting to the point of making us intolerant, closed and perhaps even – without realizing it – racist. In 
this way, fear deprives us of the desire and the ability to encounter the other”.[45] 
 
 

[36] Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit (25 March 2019), 91.    [37] Ibid., 92.    [38] Ibid., 93. 
[39] BENEDICT XVI, Message for the 2013 World Day of Migrants and Refugees (12 October 2012): AAS 104 (2012), 08. 
[40] Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit (25 March 2019), 92. 
[41] Message for the 2020 World Day of Migrants and Refugees (13 May 2020): L’Osservatore Romano, 16 May 2020, p. 8. 
[42] Address to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See (11 January 2016): AAS 108 (2016), 124. 
[43] Address to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See (13 January 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 84. 
[44] Address to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See (11 January 2016): AAS 108 (2016), 123. 
[45] Message for the 2019 World Day of Migrants and Refugees (27 May 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 27-28 May 2019, p. 8. 
 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

 

ROSARIA “LUCY” WILTSHIRE, RIP who died on Tuesday 29 December 2020.   
Lucy’s funeral will be on Wednesday 27 January 2021 at 2.00pm Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

PAM BANTLEMAN, RIP who died on Tuesday 19 January 2021.  Pam’s funeral arrangements to be advised. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

TUNE IN TO AFTERNOON CONTEMPLATIVE TALKS - James Finley's "Following the Mystics Through 
the Narrow Gate", 6 more  sessions, will be broadcast via our website and Church Services TV, giving an 
opportunity to listen and learn.  Join these insightful sessions at 1pm on Tuesdays 26 January and 2 
February.  They'll be recorded and saved for later listening via the church website (on 
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live) too. 
 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly on 
Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these times.   Please 
email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired 
by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, 
through it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: 
‘An Absence of Human Dignity on the Borders’.  To read and reflect upon the Holy Father’s thinking and 
teaching on issues of global governance, charity, compassion, justice, inter-religious dialogue, friendship and 
peace.  We hope you enjoy and are inspired by his teaching.  
 

 

 

COLLECTION ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL: This weekend is the annual second collection in support of our 
Cathedral. This collection is the only support our Cathedral receives from the wider Diocesan family. Due 
to the lockdown and restrictions being imposed on many people travelling, a ‘Give as you Live’ page has 
also been created to enable you to donate online at: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/ 
fundraising/cathedral-annual-appeal  Understandably, we all are aware that these are difficult times for 
us all, but please give generously to support your Cathedral, gift aiding your donation wherever possible. 

 
 

 

CAFOD COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS APPEAL - This year we have the Coronavirus to contend which is 
making life difficult for communities around the world, especially the poorer ones that CAFOD tries to 
help. Communities suddenly having to find funds to buy, for example, PPE items. Donations can be made 
via the CAFOD link on the parish website, click "Donate" button on the home page or cafod.org.uk/Give. 
This is a separate appeal and not part of the Lent Appeal so donations can be made at any time and will 
continue after Lent. This COVID-19 Coronavirus issue will be with us all for a long time yet. 
 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL - Do you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic  The local Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have 
access to limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Freda Edgington, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  
Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  

Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  
Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry and Mary Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  
Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Stuart Birley, Chris Way. 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    24th   10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions            
 

THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL     
                                   

Monday            25th    NO MASS                
 

ST TIMOTHY, Bishop, Martyr & ST TITUS, Bishop 
                                 

Tuesday                  26th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                     Pamela Bantleman, RIP                                          
                                                                      

Wednesday             27th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass             Rosaria ‘Lucy’ Wiltshire, RIP 
 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS, Religious, Doctor of the Church 
                                                                                                                           

Thursday                 28th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                                      Kathy Pickles      
                                          

Friday                      29th     9.00am     Non-attendance Mass                    All Front Line NHS Staff                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                      

Saturday                 30th    10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                          All NHS Paramedics           
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   31st    10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 

VIRUS HAS LED US TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION  
TO CLOSE THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH 

OF ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND VISITORS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 
 
 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE  
PARISH WEBSITE (drop down menu “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 


