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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Every reading for this weekend explores something about our experience of the Sacred and the Holy.  It 
suggests that it doesn't matter so much that we tell ourselves that we are searching for God; because the 
moment we say the words it is clear that God has already found us.  And, having found us, He talks to us of 
the Spirit and the Truth that is universally available (Jn.4,21,24). The Spirit shakes the house in which we live 
and puts Justice, Mercy, Peace, Love and Compassion at the top of our agenda.  God is present to us always 
but speaks most clearly to us in the voice of the poor and of those who are suffering.  The High Altar, symbol 
of the rock which is the Beloved Son of God, and the rock that is Peter, becomes the mirror in which we see 
ourselves passionately committed together to building a new humanity and a new community where Peace 
reigns over all. 
 

Eknath Easwarn was travelling from Delhi to Simla.  The train stopped at the historic battlefield of the 
Bhagavad Gita.  The train filled with excitement as the passengers talked about the great battle which took 
place on the ground on which they were now standing.  But Eknath stayed in his seat for he knew that the 
real battlefield was right inside each passenger on the train. (The End of Sorrow, the Bhagavad Gita for Daily 
Living, vol 1, Nilgirie Press, 1975) 
 

What if the Gate of Heaven, the house of God is inside each of us? What if this is the only place from which 
true Peace can come? 
 

Thomas Merton put it so beautifully: 
 

At the centre of our being is a point of nothingness which is untouched by sin and illusion, a point of pure 
truth, a point or spark which belongs entirely to God, which is never at our disposal from which God disposes 
of our lives, which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own mind or the brutalities of our own will.  This little 
point of nothingness and of absolute poverty is the pure Glory of God in us.  It is, so to speak, His name 
written in us, as our poverty, as our indigence, as our dependence as daughters and sons. It is like a pure 
diamond, blazing with the invisible light of heaven.  It is in everybody, and if we could see it we would see 
these billions of points of light coming together in the face and blaze of a sun that would make all the darkness 
and cruelty of life vanish completely.   I have no programme for this seeing.  It is only given.  But the Gate of 
Heaven is everywhere. (Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, p.142,Garden City, N.Y. Doubleday, 1966) 
 

By contrast, have a look at some of the poetry on the Pax Christi website which explores the other side of 
Peace and why it is so important that it takes centre stage in our journey as disciples of Jesus. 
 

LIONS AND DONKEYS  
 

And after all the carnage,  
after all the millions of dead  
and the billions of bullets  
had been expended,  
do you know the greatest moral failing of them all?  
Beyond all the bayonettings, shootings, gassings, pulverisings,  
something far more deadly in effect took place  
in a railway coach at Compiègne  
and in the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles:     
the Humiliation of the Vanquished  
and the Vengeance of the Victors,  
grinding Germany into the dirt  
and the Jews into the Camps  
and the World back into War.  
All for want of imagination and forgiveness, 
reconciliation and friendship  
and a Christ-like love of enemy. 
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PANDEMICS AND OTHER CALAMITIES IN HISTORY 
 

 

32. True, a worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19 pandemic momentarily revived the sense that we are a global 
community, all in the same boat, where one person’s problems are the problems of all. Once more we realized 
that no one is saved alone; we can only be saved together. As I said in those days, “the storm has exposed 
our vulnerability and uncovered those false and superfluous certainties around which we constructed our 
daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities… Amid this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with 
which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying about appearances, has fallen away, revealing once more 
the ineluctable and blessed awareness that we are part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of 
one another”.[31] 
 

33. The world was relentlessly moving towards an economy that, thanks to technological progress, sought to 
reduce “human costs”; there were those who would have had us believe that freedom of the market was 
sufficient to keep everything secure. Yet the brutal and unforeseen blow of this uncontrolled pandemic forced 
us to recover our concern for human beings, for everyone, rather than for the benefit of a few. Today we can 
recognize that “we fed ourselves on dreams of splendour and grandeur, and ended up consuming distraction, 
insularity and solitude. We gorged ourselves on networking, and lost the taste of fraternity. We looked for 
quick and safe results, only to find ourselves overwhelmed by impatience and anxiety. Prisoners of a virtual 
reality, we lost the taste and flavour of the truly real”.[32] The pain, uncertainty and fear, and the realization 
of our own limitations, brought on by the pandemic have only made it all the more urgent that we rethink our 
styles of life, our relationships, the organization of our societies and, above all, the meaning of our existence. 
 

34. If everything is connected, it is hard to imagine that this global disaster is unrelated to our way of 
approaching reality, our claim to be absolute masters of our own lives and of all that exists. I do not want to 
speak of divine retribution, nor would it be sufficient to say that the harm we do to nature is itself the 
punishment for our offences. The world is itself crying out in rebellion. We are reminded of the well-known 
verse of the poet Virgil that evokes the “tears of things”, the misfortunes of life and history.[33] 
 

35. All too quickly, however, we forget the lessons of history, “the teacher of life”.[34] Once this health crisis 
passes, our worst response would be to plunge even more deeply into feverish consumerism and new forms 
of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, after all this, we will think no longer in terms of “them” and “those”, 
but only “us”. If only this may prove not to be just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing. 
If only we might keep in mind all those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators, partly as a result of 
the dismantling, year after year, of healthcare systems. If only this immense sorrow may not prove useless, 
but enable us to take a step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might rediscover once for all that 
we need one another, and that in this way our human family can experience a rebirth, with all its faces, all its 
hands and all its voices, beyond the walls that we have erected. 
 

36. Unless we recover the shared passion to create a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our 
time, our energy and our resources, the global illusion that misled us will collapse and leave many in the grip 
of anguish and emptiness. Nor should we naively refuse to recognize that “obsession with a consumerist 
lifestyle, above all when few people are capable of maintaining it, can only lead to violence and mutual 
destruction”.[35] The notion of “every man for himself” will rapidly degenerate into a free-for-all that would 
prove worse than any pandemic. 
 
[31] Extraordinary Moment of Prayer in Time of Epidemic (27 March 2020): L’Osservatore Romano, 29 March 2020, p. 10. 
[32] Homily in Skopje, North Macedonia (7 May 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 8 May 2019, p. 12. 
[33] Cf. Aeneid 1, 462: “Sunt lacrimae rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt”. 
[34] “Historia… magistra vitae” (CICERO, De Oratore, 2, 6). 
[35] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 204: AAS 107 (2015), 928. 

 

 



 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF: 
 

ARCHIBALD “ARCHIE” BASIL DAWSON, RIP who died on Sunday 21 December, 2020.   
Archie’s funeral will be on Wednesday 20 January 2021 at 12.00noon EHP Chapel,12.40pm at EHP Cemetery. 
 

ROSARIA “LUCY” WILTSHIRE, RIP who died on Tuesday 29 December 2020.   
Lucy’s funeral will be on Wednesday 27 January 2021 at 2.00pm Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
 

 

WE ARE NOW OFFICIALLY LIVE! 
All Masses and Exposition, weekday and weekend, are now streamed live; please see page 4 of the newsletter for Mass times. 

MASS TIME CHANGE – FRIDAY MORNING MASS WILL NOW BE AT 9.00am EVERY WEEK. 
To Watch Live, head over to our website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

 

TUNE IN TO AFTERNOON CONTEMPLATIVE TALKS - James Finley's "Following the Mystics Through 
the Narrow Gate", 6 more  sessions, will be broadcast via our website and Church Services TV, giving an 
opportunity to listen and learn.  Join these insightful sessions at 1pm on Tuesdays 19, 26 January and 2 
February.  They'll be recorded and saved for later listening via the church website (on 
https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live) too. 
 

 

 

JOIN US to reflect upon and discuss the Sunday readings in our online FAITH FORMATION GROUP weekly on 
Thursday evenings 7:30pm-9pm.  We aim to develop a better understand of how scripture calls us to a 
continuing and deepening of our faith, including what it means to be Catholic in our world in these times.   Please 
email Mary at bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk who will send you the Zoom link. 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LETTER – ‘FRATTELI TUTTI’ - Pope Francis’ third encyclical inspired 
by the life and example of St. Francis of Assisi, completed during the pandemic, speaks to the possibility that, 
through it, we may rediscover a sense of common humanity, we are serialising the whole letter. This week: 
‘Pandemics and Other Calamities in History’.  To read and reflect upon the Holy Father’s thinking and 
teaching on issues of global governance, charity, compassion, justice, inter-religious dialogue, friendship and 
peace.   

 

 

 WINTER MEAL DELIVERIES  : This amazing initiative, being collectively undertaken by St Joseph 
and St Margaret Clitherow, Bracknell, St Marks and All Saints, Binfield and Newbold College, 
started Saturday deliveries on 9 January 2021. Our community was responsible for making and 
delivering 180 home cooked meals to over 60 individuals, couples and families, in and around 
Bracknell. Fifteen volunteers each prepared a batch of chicken curry, Shepherd’s pie and sausage 
and mash and then delivered these to St Marks church, on Saturday morning. Another fourteen 
volunteers, then arrived to collect the food packages and delivered food parcels to locations, as far 
afield as Sandhurst. To be as COVID safe as possible, the entire operation was conducted outside, 
with mask wearing and social distancing observed by all. We nevertheless had a rare opportunity 
to say hello to one another, for the first time in many months. Newbold College will be doing next 
Saturday’s deliveries and we will resume ours again on Saturday 23 January. 
 

The meals have been extremely well received and those receiving them have asked that we extend 
a very big thank you to all of you for supporting this venture. Thank you so much. 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE - Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you 
haven’t had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat by 
emailing pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or by calling 07394 440 938 (Pastoral Care team mobile) 

"Let us care for one another and let us be loving custodians of creation." Pope Francis 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL – ‘GIVE A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS APPEAL’ - Nino Trapani, President of Ascot 
& Bracknell SVP Conference, message of thanks for the wonderful support received by SVP through the Parish at 
Christmas: “During our SVP Zoom meeting yesterday, Graeme and Maura Holt informed us of the tremendous support 
provided through the donations received by the SVP from the Parish “Give a Gift Christmas Appeal”, enabling us to 

provide local needy families and individuals with Christmas hampers.  I understand that we were extremely fortunate that we did not have 
to purchase any foodstuffs, gifts or toys for the hampers this year because of the generosity of donations in kind, including many from 
the parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Margaret Clitherow. Please accept my grateful thanks on behalf of the SVP to St. Joseph and St. 
Margaret Clitherow parishioners for helping us to give these families and individuals a much happier Christmas than they would have 
had otherwise. With my best regards, Nino.”   Antonino Trapani, President, Ascot and Bracknell Conference, SVP 
 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Olga Maguire, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Peggy Pendergast, Ann Newton, Joyce Newland,  
Bridie Maughan, Josephine Timms, Freda Edgington, Anne Hardy, Patricia Holmwood, Evie & Ruby Shallom, Blanche Shap,  
Mike Garnham, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Margaret Clark, Shaun Howard,  

Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Donal Hanley,  
Jim McEvoy, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Pam Savage, Marie Swash,  

Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry and Mary Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein,  
Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Stuart Birley, Marion McGuire, Chris Way, Pam Bantleman. 

To add a name to this list with consent, or if you want a name removed, please contact the Parish Office. 
 



 

 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                    17th   10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS   World Day of Prayer for Peace            
                                       

Monday             18th    NO MASS                
                                 

Tuesday                  19th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                                        Stuart Birley                                          
                                                                      

Wednesday             20th   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                               Archie Dawson, RIP 
 

ST AGNES, Virgin, Martyr 
                                                                                                                           

Thursday                 21st   10.00am     Non-attendance Mass                                  Marion McGuire          
                                          

Friday                      22nd     9.00am     Non-attendance Mass                                 Mary Grant, RIP                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                      

Saturday                 23rd   10.00am      Non-attendance Mass                                           Chris Way                    
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

Sunday                   24th    10.30am     NON-ATTENDANCE MASS                     Parish Intentions 

                                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE ALARMING RISE OF INFECTIONS AND TRANSMISSIONS OF THE DEADLY COVID-19 

VIRUS HAS LED US TO TAKE THE MOST CAREFUL AND CONSIDERED DECISION  
TO CLOSE THE CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE TO PRESERVE THE LIFE AND HEALTH 

OF ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND VISITORS.   
 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY EXCEPT MONDAY,  
DETAILS TO “WATCH LIVE” ARE ON PAGE TWO OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 
 
 

STAY HOME = SAVE LIVES = PROTECT THE NHS 
 
 

 

Parish Office: 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 1HA 
 

Telephone: 01344 425729              Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Pastoral Care: 07394 440938  Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Website: www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org               Follow us on Facebook 
 

DIRECT DEBIT, STANDING ORDER AND GIFT AID FORMS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE  
PARISH WEBSITE (drop down menu “Planned Giving”) 

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch 
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Fisher     Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 

Safeguarding Representatives: Sarah Birch, Marion McGuire, Paula Read 
Safeguarding phone and email: 07712 048695   safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 


