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LKS2 long-term plan (detailed) 

 

Revision of key learning in blue 

LKS2: two-year rolling programme 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
Who built Stony Raise Cairn near Bainbridge and why? 

(Stone Age to the Iron Age, Including local history study) 

Why is there a Roman fort in Bainbridge? 

(Romans, including local history study) 

Penhill, Wensley & Redmire: what do local place names tell us 

about the Celts, Anglo Saxons, & Vikings? 

(includes local history study) 
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Knowledge 

 Stone Age to the Iron Age lasted 10,000 years. 

 Humans went from being hunter-gatherers to being farmers. Farm 

animals, tools and methods were very different those we have today.  

 The period starts at the end of the ice age and ends with the Roman 

invasion of Britain. 

 Romans came to Britain around 2000 years ago and remained for 

almost 400 years. They influenced our language and government and 

gave us central heating, aqueducts and roads. 

 They invaded other countries in Europe, North Africa and the Middle 

East. 

 They left Britain when Rome came under attack and they needed all 

their soldiers. 

 The Anglo Saxons came from Germany, Denmark & the Netherlands 

and settled in England between 410 and 1066AD. 

 Britain was raided repeatedly during this time by Vikings and became 

part of the Viking empire when the Danish king deposed Ethelred the 

Unready. 

 The throne of England went back and forth between Ethelred’s & his 

heirs and the Danish king and his heirs. Eventually, Edward the 

Confessor (Ethelred’s son) became king and ruled until 1066.   

Disciplinary 

concept 

questions 

1. Change & continuity: how did iron & bronze change Britain? 

2. Cause & consequence: why was Stony Raise Cairn built? 

3. Similarity & difference: how different were the earliest farms from farms 

today? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence do we have of the beginning of farming? 

5. Historical Interpretations: were early historians right to call it the ‘Stone 

Age’? 

6. Historical significance: was the start of farming or the use of iron more 

significant? 

1. Change & continuity: how did the Romans change Britain? 

2. Cause & consequence: why would the Romans build a fort in Bainbridge? 

3. Similarity & difference: how different was Roman armour from that of the 

Iron Age Britons? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence do we have that Romans came to 

Wensleydale? 

5. Historical Interpretations: What did the makers of Horrible Histories: The 

Movie – Rotten Romans and Ben Hur want us to think about the Romans? 

6. Historical significance: how significant was Boudicca? 

1. Change & continuity: how did religion change in the Anglo Saxon period? 

2. Cause & consequence: what was the negative impact of the withdrawal of 

the Romans 

3. Similarity & difference: what did the Vikings and Anglo Saxons have in 

common? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence do we have that Ethelred was a weak 

king? 

5. Historical Interpretations: why are Vikings often depicted with horned 

helmets? 

6. Historical significance: did the Romans or the Anglo Saxons have a bigger 

impact on British civilisation? 

Substantive 

concept 

pathways 

Agriculture: what impact did Stone Age people have on UK civilisation? 
Civilisation: how was Roman civilisation different from that of the Iron 

Age Britons?  

Religion: why did many Anglo Saxons convert from paganism to 

Christianity? (Link to Roman religious beliefs and conversions) 

Migration: genetic testing has found that large-scale migration into 

Britain didn’t begin until the Bronze Age. Why might this have been? 

Empire: why did the Romans come to Britain and why did they stay so 

long?  

Migration: did the Vikings and Anglo Saxons come to Britain for the 

same reasons? (Link to Roman reasons for coming to Britain) 
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LKS2: two-year rolling programme 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

 
Did Mary Queen of Scots really lose her shawl while trying to 

escape from Bolton Castle?  

(Tudors, including local history study) 

Why are there stocks on West Burton village green? 

(Crime & punishment from Anglo Saxons to present, including 

local history study) 

Key substantive concept: agriculture & empire 

Why did the German luftwaffe attack Leyburn? 

(World War I & II) 

Incl. local history study 
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Knowledge 

 The Tudors ruled from 1485 after Henry VII’s troops won the War of 

the Roses. The family ruled until 1603. 

 They included two of Britain’s most famous monarchs: Henry VIII & 

Elizabeth I 

 Mary was Queen of Scotland from the age of just 6 days old. She also 

believed she was the rightful heir to the British throne. 

 Mary was Catholic but Scotland at that time was Protestant. Elizabeth I 

was also Protestant (although more tolerant of Catholicism than her 

father had been). 

 Scottish nobles rebelled against Mary in 1567 and she was imprisoned.  

 Mary later fled to England but was then imprisoned by her cousin, 

Elizabeth I; at one point she was imprisoned at Bolton Castle.  

 Theft and murder were the two most common crimes in the Middle 

Ages. Punishments ranged from death to fines to the stocks. Local 

communities were in charge of their own justice and punishment. 

 From 1450 to 1750, with the rise of religious conflict between 

Protestants and Catholics, new crimes were created, such as witchcraft 

and heresy. There was a huge increase in the number of crimes that 

carried the death penalty. 

 The industrial revolution saw the creation of new crimes, such as 

failure to send your child to school and the employment of under-age 

children. Public hangings were stopped in 1868. Transportation to 

America and Australia became popular methods of punishment. In the 

1830’s, British rulers decided to make prisons the core of the justice 

system. 

 Many countries, including Britain had empires at the beginning of 

World War I. When Germany & Austria-Hungary began taking control 

of more countries, the other empires felt under threat. They made 

alliances and agreed to protect one another. When Austria-Hungary 

and Serbia went to war, the empires who had made alliances all 

became drawn in, creating the first world war. 

 Fighting took place in different countries across the world, largely 

focussed on trench warfare. 

 The war ended when Germany signed an armistice. However, it felt 

that the terms of the peace treaty were unfair and war broke out again 

just 21 year later. 

 World War II began in 1939: Britain declared war on Germany after it 

invaded Poland. Italy and later Japan sided with Germany (Axis 

countries) and France, Russia and the US sided with Britain (Allied 

countries). 

 Huge technological advances happened during the way. The Battle of 

Britain was the first ever battle to be fought only in the air. Even 

Leyburn was hit at one point! 

Disciplinary 

concept 

questions 

1. Change & continuity: how did religion in England and Scotland change during 

the Tudor period? 

2. Cause & consequence: why did Elizabeth imprison Mary instead of helping 

her? 

3. Similarity & difference: what did Elizabeth and Mary have in common? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence is there that Mary dropped a shawl in 

Leyburn while trying to escape from Bolton Castle? 

5. Historical Interpretations: What does John Duncan’s painting ‘Mary, Queen 

of Scots (1542–1587), at Fotheringhay’ make you feel about Mary?  

6. Historical significance: why was it significant that Mary led her troops into 

battle at the Battle of Langside? 

1. Change & continuity: who were protected most by justice in the Middle Ages 

/ justice during the Reformation / justice during the Industrial Revolution 

2. Cause & consequence: why did heresy become a crime in the Reformation? 

3. Similarity & difference: in which of the periods is the idea of justice most 

different from the way we view it now? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence do we have that the woman accused of 

witchcraft were guilty? 

5. Historical Interpretations: was it more dangerous to live in medieval Britain 

or during the Reformation? 

6. Historical significance: why is it significant that justice stopped being a local 

issue and is now decided at a national level? 

1. Change & continuity: how did employment in Britain change during the 

world wars? 

2. Cause & consequence: how did the empire building of the previous century 

contribute to the start of the world wars? 

3. Similarity & difference: how did warfare change between WWI & WWII? 

4. Handling Evidence: what evidence is there that Leyburn was bombed? 

5. Historical Interpretations: what do the propaganda posters fail to tell people 

about the war? 

6. Historical significance: what was the significance of the Battle of Britain? 

Substantive 

concept 

pathways 

Religion: was Catholic Mary’s willingness to rule a Protestant Scotland 

an example of religious tolerance? (links to examples of religious 

tolerance – or expediency – in Anglo Saxon times) 

Civilisation: was Britain more civilised once it had stopped using stocks? 

(link to Anglo Saxon methods of punishment & compare with Roman) 

Agriculture: compare farming at the beginning and end of the world 

wars (link to changes to agriculture over time) 

Empire: why did Mary, queen of Scots, want to be queen of England 

too? (Link to Rome’s expansion & Anglo Saxon battles with Vikings for 

UK throne) 

Religion: in what ways has religion impacted on crime and punishment 

through time? (Christianity much weaker in Viking times when they 

attacked Holy Island) 

Empire:  why did the Battle of Britain happen? (Link to previous methods 

of waging war through history) 

 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/candp/default.htm
https://www.darlingtonandstocktontimes.co.uk/news/12926591.the-night-the-germans-bombed-leyburn/

