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KS1 

 Year A Year B 

 
Unit Name: Home sweet home 

Place knowledge 

You’re Great Britain! 

Locational knowledge 

Autumn 

Knowledge Year 1: Develop knowledge of the human and physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom (North Yorkshire) 

 

Year 2: Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. Understand that the country is split into 

counties. Locate the county of North Yorkshire and locate the settlement in which they 

live. 

 

 

Knowledge 

 

Year 1: Name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. Locate 

the area of Wensleydale on a map and understand how it may be different from other areas 

of the United Kingdom. Identify human features of Wensleydale. Compare Wensleydale 

with a nearby city (Newcastle). 

 

Year 2: Name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK. Identify 

characteristics of these areas. Name its surrounding seas. Compare Wensleydale with a 

nearby city (Leeds) and ask questions such as Where is it? What’s it like? Identify human 

features in their home environment and a nearby city. 

 

Skills and enquiry 

 

Year 1: Understanding places and connections: Understand geographical similarities 

and differences of locations (Bainbridge & Harrogate) 

Map and atlas work: Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 

and its countries. Begin to understand where they live in relation to the rest of the UK.  

 

Year 2: Understanding places and connections: Understand geographical similarities 

and differences through studying the human and physical geography Bainbridge with the 

capital, London. 

Map and atlas work: Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom 

and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage. Use strategies to help them locate places near their locality. Begin to use an atlas 

effectively.  

Skills and 

enquiry 

 

Year 1: Fieldwork and investigation: Use aerial photographs of Wensleydale to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map. 

 

Year 2: Fieldwork and investigation: Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives of 

Wensleydale or a contrasting urban area to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Year 1: United Kingdom, capital, city, town, village, county, map 

 

Year 2: United Kingdom, capital, city, town, village, county, map, atlas, human, physical, 

similarities and differences.  

 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Year 1: Human features: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 

shop. 

 

Year 2: Human features: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 

shop. Urban, rural, key. 
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What a wonderful world 

Locational Knowledge 

Exploring hot and cold climates in our wonderful world 

Human and physical Geography 

Spring 

Knowledge Year 1: Location Knowledge name and locate the world’s seven continents. Understand 

that continents are collections of countries. Can they use their own knowledge and atlas, 

maps and globes to locate which continent a country is in.  

 

Begin to understand some geographical differences between the UK and another non-

European country.  

 

 

 

Year 2: Location Knowledge use world maps, atlases and globes to identify and locate 

the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

 

Understand and explain some geographical similarities and differences between the UK 

and another non-European country. 

 

 

Knowledge 

 

Year 1: Know that weather is changeable, particularly at middle to high latitudes. Make 

connections between the seasons in the UK and expected weather conditions. Understand 

climate = weather over time. Identify how climate can be different around the world and link 

this to previous learning about the equator. Compare physical geography and weather in 

the UK to the weather in Brazil. 

 

Year 2: observe and measure weather, revising their understanding that weather can 

change quickly and is linked to the seasons in temperate climates. Revise the difference 

between weather and climate. Learn about 5 climate zones. Identify features of hot and cold 

climates. Identify the differences between two cold climates the Arctic and Antarctic. Learn 

about climate change and the potential impact of rising sea levels. 

 

Skills and enquiry Year 1: Map and Atlas work use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 

Kingdom as well as other contrasting countries. 

 

Year 2: Map and Atlas work use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 

Kingdom as well as other contrasting countries, continents and oceans. 

 

 

Skills 
Use simple observational skills to study geography local environment and compare and 

contrast with hotter climates (Year 1 – Brazil & Year 2 – rainforest of the Congo River basin). 

Vocabulary Year 1: world, atlas, globe, map, country, continent, differences. 

 

Year 2: world, atlas, globe, map, country, continent, ocean, similarities, differences. 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Year 1: weather, climate, season, equator 

 

Year 2: weather, climate, temperate, climate zone, climate change 
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Unit Name: What is it like in the jungle? 

Place knowledge 

Oh we do like to be beside the seaside! 

Locational/place knowledge 

Summer 

Knowledge Year 1: Locational knowledge Name and locate the world's seven continents and 

identify which continents we would find rainforests. Identify the countries that make up 

the Amazon rainforest. 

 

Human & Physical geography: use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features of the rainforest and begin to describe weather patterns. 

 

Year 2: Locational knowledge Name and locate the world's seven continents and 

identify which continents we would find rainforests. Look at a range of rainforests 

around the world and locate them on a map. 

 

Place knowledge understand geographical similarities and differences through studying 

different rainforests 

 

Knowledge 

 

Year 1: Name and locate the world's seven continents and five oceans. Name and locate the 

surrounding seas of the United Kingdom. Learn about coastal erosion. Make links between 

human features and physical features of the coast. 

 

Year 2: Name and locate the world's seven continents and five oceans. Name and locate 

the surrounding seas of the United Kingdom. Learn about coastal erosion. Learn how 

arches, stacks and caves are formed. Make links between human features and physical 

features of the coast, using maps and keys. 

 

Skills and enquiry 

 

Year 1: Geographical skills and fieldwork use simple locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features on a map, 

globe or atlas.  

Map and Atlas work Use maps, globes and atlases to locate the 7 continents. 

 

 

Year 2:  Geographical skills and fieldwork use simple compass directions (North, South, 

East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left 

and right], to describe the location of features on a map, globe or atlas. 

Map and Atlas work Use maps, globes and atlases to locate the 7 continents and 

countries in which we might find rainforests. 

 

Skills 

 

Year 1: Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of 

beaches and seas in the United Kingdom in relation to the school’s location. 

 

Year 2: Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to help them explore a map 

of a seaside resort. 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Year 1: continents, rainforest, jungle, near, far, right, left, map atlas, globe, physical, 

weather, countries.  

 

Year 2: continents, rainforest, jungle, near, far, right, left, map atlas, globe, physical, 

weather, countries, north, east, south, west, compass. 

Vocabulary 

 

Year 1: erosion, human feature, physical feature, continent, ocean, sea. 

 

Year 2: erosion, human feature, physical feature, continent, ocean, sea. Compass points, 

arches, stacks, caves. 

 

 


