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Aims and objectives 

The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, so 
using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings. It enables children to express themselves 
creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of a wide range of genre. Learners gain 
an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their 
knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations.   
 
In partnership with parents/carers, we aim to raise standards in English and to promote the personal development 
of every child, by providing them with an equal opportunity to develop their skills in speaking, listening, reading and 
writing across the curriculum. 
 
In particular we aim to ensure that: 

• All pupils, from Foundation through to Year 6, have a full range of opportunities to develop their language 
and English skills within the curriculum. 

• Pupils learn to value the cultural and linguistic diversity of individuals in the school. 

• Assessment of pupil progress is meaningful to pupils, teachers and parents, and is used to enhance the 
quality of learning and teaching in English across the whole Federation curriculum. 

 
The aims of English are 
 

• to enable children to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of their listeners;   

• to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the main points of what they have 
heard;   

• to enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands;   

• to read with confidence, fluency and understanding;   

• to show an interest in books, read with enjoyment, evaluate and justify their preferences;   

• to understand phonics and use this knowledge to read and spell accurately; 
• to have a sound knowledge of the grammar that underpins writing; 
• to help children enjoy writing and recognise its value;   

• to enable children to write with accuracy and meaning in narrative and non-fiction;   

• to increase the children’s ability to use planning, drafting and editing to improve their work;   

• to develop a fluent and legible handwriting style.   
 
We ensure that speaking and listening across the curriculum are important vehicles for developing not only written 
and oral language skills and also are transferable skills to develop their knowledge and understanding across all areas 
of the curriculum.  
 
At the BAWB Federation, we aim to make our learning environment encouraging to all pupils so that they feel secure 
in developing their speaking and listening skills, and in making contributions to group and class discussion. We follow 
the National Curriculum requirements for Spoken English.  
 
Specific school based opportunities have been identified and these opportunities have been planned to be 
implemented progressively in a variety of contexts both within English lessons and in the wider curriculum 
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Timetabling and Planning of English 
 

English skills, including grammar, spelling and punctuation skills, are taught both discretely in daily lessons and then 
applied through cross-curricular work in all other subjects. They are also taught in relation to high quality texts, 
modelling examples of specific rules or conventions. 
 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum, and we use the National Curriculum as the basis for 
implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for English. We carry out the curriculum 
planning in English in three phases: long-term, medium-term and short-term. 
 
Expectations 
 

• Teachers plan using medium-term planning which is made available by the subject leader (in Unify) 

• Weekly provision for children should include: 
o Daily English lesson 
o Handwriting (Letter-Join) 
o Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling lessons taught in context of a class text, and also in discrete 

lessons. 
o Daily Guided Reading 
o Weekly dedicated comprehension  
o Reading Challenge progress check 

 
Target Setting 
 
The literacy subject leader will analyse pupil outcomes derived from Target Tracker and monitoring to determine 
curricular targets for writing.  
 
Handwriting 
 
It is expected that children will write in a cursive script from their reception year. Children and adults will use 
‘LetterJoin’ at least three times weekly as a resource to support this learning.  
 
Inclusion and Differentiation: (also see SEND policy)   
 
All children must have regular access to English, appropriate to their stage of development. Challenge for all is 
integral to our teaching and we aim to encourage all pupils to reach their full potential through the provision of 
varied opportunities. Work must be differentiated to aid children’s learning.  
Differentiation should be in place to meet the needs of gifted and talented children, who should have access to 
regular open-ended tasks and be given opportunities for further research and more challenging studies. We 
recognise that our curriculum planning must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper understanding and 
competency as they move through our school. Any specific individual’s needs must be identified in their IEPs.   

   
Reading 
 
Foundation / Key Stage 1 
Children in Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) have the opportunity to read a wide variety of books both 
individually and in groups. Guided reading is given a high focus across the school with children being exposed to a 
variety of reading strategies. Care is taken to make reading an enjoyable activity. Guided Reading is taught daily to 
develop reading fluency and understanding. 
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From EYFS onwards, children have access to a wide range of banded books in their journey to become independent 
readers. Oxford Reading Scheme is supplemented by Read Write Inc. Children also choose from a wide variety of 
books from the class library, which they borrow for independent enjoyment. 
 
Children have access also to Reading Eggs, where progress can be monitored and rewarded. 
 
Key Stage 1 
Year 1 read a range of books from Oxford Reading Tree and Read Write Inc. Whole class guided reading takes place 
with a focus on the Year One National Curriculum objectives. Children’s reading is listened to daily by an adult to 
ensure decoding, fluency and reading for pleasure. They are targeted according to their needs; having exposure to a 
range of higher order questioning through role play, work around a big book, familiar stories and Traditional tales. 
Reading is modelled by adults and pupils through reading a class story and Talk for Write model texts across the 
curriculum are learnt. 
 
Year 2 continue to read the Oxford Reading Tree and extend their better readers further Read Write Inc sessions.  
Whole class Guided Reading is taught daily to develop reading fluency and understanding. All sessions are focused 
on the Key Stage One National Curriculum. Skills are worked on discretely to ensure that children have a deeper 
understanding of a text. This is achieved through using extracts from well-known books alongside Scholastic 
Comprehension books. Reading is modelled by adults and pupils through reading a class story and Talk for Write 
model texts across the curriculum are learnt. 
 
Guided Reading sessions are structured to target all key areas: decoding, fluency, and understanding and reading for 
pleasure. It is recognised that reading is not restricted to Guided Reading and English lessons. Many opportunities 
are provided for children to practise and extend their reading in other subjects. Teachers read a class story to the 
children during the day to model and immerse the children into a text and develop vocabulary as well as a love for 
reading. 
 
Children have access also to Reading Eggs, where progress can be monitored and rewarded. 
 
Key Stage 2 
 
Throughout Key Stage 2, children have access to a range of banded Oxford Tree Tops books for Guided Reading. 
Oxford Tree Tops is supplemented by Project Code, Risings Stars Cracking Comprehension and teachers are 
encouraged to use extracts from a wide range of classic and contemporary texts. 
 
Whole class Guided Reading is taught daily to develop reading fluency and understanding. All sessions are focused 
on the Reading Content objectives stipulated in the National Curriculum. Skills are worked on discretely to ensure 
that children have a deeper understanding of a text.  
 
There is access to a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books including comics and graphic novels 
All KS2 Pupils have a central base library and access to a range of texts in each class. Reading for pleasure is given 
high priority in Key stage 2. All children are encouraged to read widely and borrow books to read at home. Teachers 
regularly read challenging books to children, to maintain their enthusiasm for reading and to extend their 
comprehension and writing skills. 
 
Children also have access to Reading Eggpress, where progress can be monitored and rewarded. 
 
A modelled text and a class novel is used in English lessons to provide good quality shared reading. Teachers will 
read to the children a class story during the day.  
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Children across the federation, take part in the “Around the World” Reading Challenge, and progress and 
attainment/ tasks are recorded by both parents and teachers. This challenge, promotes different text types to 
children and really embraces the reading for pleasure philosophy embraced in the federation. Each school has a 
display, dedicated to this challenge. Our aim is that every child ca access mastery level in the English Reading and be 
challenged/ supported accordingly.  
  
Assessment 
 
Care is taken to assess both decoding and comprehension. Attention shifts to mainly an emphasis on reading with 
understanding, as the children move through the school. Informal formative assessments take place frequently to 
focus on: 
 

• Fluency –awareness of phonic patterns. 

• Literal awareness of texts read. 

• Ability to infer, predict and evaluate. 

• Assess against the reading domains. 
 
Various activities would be used to assess e.g. reading one to one, group guided reading, reading in class or 
assemblies, and paired or buddy reading. 
 
Summative assessment may include: 

• Comprehension tasks. 

• GL Assessment. 

• Rising Stars Assessment 

• Phonics 
 
Phonics 
 
We aim to provide high quality phonic work, so that children have the knowledge, skills and understanding to apply 
the process to both spoken and recorded language. We recognise that word recognition skills are crucial in enabling 
children to read fluently, freeing them up to concentrate on the meaning of the text. 
 
“Letters and Sounds” is a systematic approach, which is designed to help staff teach children how the alphabet 
works for reading and spelling. These skills are continually emphasised during all reading opportunities. All children 
who are on the phases linked to letters and sounds are routinely assessed and monitored by staff, and progress is 
recorded throughout the year. 
 
Our beginner readers are taught: 
 

• Grapheme–phoneme correspondences in a clearly defined, incremental sequence. 

• To apply the highly important skill of blending (synthesising) phonemes in the order in which they occur. 

• To apply the skills of segmenting words into their constituent phonemes to spell. 

• That blending and segmenting are reversible processes. 

• Sight words, which include phonetically decodable and common exception words. 
 
Knowledge of these words is monitored throughout the school with interventions as appropriate. Following the 
phonics screening test in Y1, children identified as requiring additional phonics intervention are given additional 
support in Y2, to address gaps in their phonic acquisition. This time-limited programme of phonics work is aimed at 
securing fluent word recognition skills for reading by the end of KS1 and as an intervention in KS2. 
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Assessment 
 
Formative assessment is continually used to monitor acquisition of phonetically decodable words 
and planning amended accordingly. 
 
Summative assessment is undertaken at the end of Year 1 and for certain children at the end of 
Year 2. It is also used as appropriate, as part of the intervention practices in Key Stage 2. 
 
Writing 
 
Confidence and competence in the use of the written word is essential to the communication of meaning. 
 
Our aims are to ensure that the children: 

• Know that writing is a process over which they have control.  

• Enjoy playing with language and writing for pleasure.  

• Write appropriately for specific real or imaginary audiences.  

• Write for a variety of real reasons and in context.  

• Write clearly, legibly and accurately with attention to punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

• Use speaking, drafting and proof reading as part of the writing process.  

• Aspire to independent writing that is clear, imaginative and of high quality.  

• Can access mastery level in the English curriculum in their own way, and be challenged/ supported accordingly.  
 
At the BAWB Federation, we follow different teaching models, designed to engage, scaffold and develop children to 
becoming independent writers. This includes the Talk for Writing model. Children are exposed to high quality texts 
based on Talk for Writing and are used to challenge, enthuse and engage children across the federation. There is a 
clear progression in teaching using the Talk for Writing model – Imitate, Innovate and Invent.  
 
Throughout the process, modelled/shared and Guided Writing takes place regularly. Modelled/Shared writing 
provides a framework. Through discussion, it allows children to structure ideas and develop the skills necessary to 
write. Guided Writing is used flexibly and may focus on demonstration, collaborative writing, planning, supporting or 
evaluating. Independent writing allows children from Foundation onwards the freedom to compose without direct 
teacher support.  
 
As children progress through Key Stage 2, they will be expected to write regularly and at greater length to build up 
greater writing stamina. Ways in which we support this include:  
 

• Teaching grammar and spelling rules as a separate lesson when necessary.  

• Use of Grammar Bug to support the teaching of grammar and spelling.  

• Use of Rising Stars Skills Builder Books to support the teaching of spelling, grammar and vocabulary.  

• Teaching the language and structural features of genres.  

• Linking class text/novel to the writing.  

• Using high quality texts to demonstrate good writing.  

• Providing time for planning, editing and revising.  

• Handwriting practice using Nelson Handwriting.  

• Teaching and learning year group spellings and applying them within writing.  
 
Writing is linked to cross curricular topics and has been mapped for each year band. All writing both fiction and non-
fiction is contextualised. We believe that children learn best through their own writing, rather than through exercises 
out of context. Children should be given the opportunity to collaborate with other children to compose and to revise 
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their writing. Children are also given the opportunity to apply and embed their writing skills in cross curricular 
writing. 
 
Redrafting is an essential part of the writing process and is integrated into teaching. Marking, both teacher and peer 
group, is used to inform children at the various stages. The final piece of writing is a culmination of many stages and 
may be used as a summative assessment. It may be used as a guide to inform a child’s future targets. Achievement in 
writing is recognised and good work is celebrated in weekly assemblies.  
 
The teaching of English is focused less on genre specific work, and with a stronger basis of teaching from a text, with 
targeted outcomes. Teaching of writing is also derived from other media, such as Literacy Shed and Cross Curricular 
research. 
 
Assessment  
 
Formative assessment may include:  

• Cold Writes – Pre writing to determine What Went Well and Even Better If. 

• Marking.  

• Discussion.  

• Collaborative work.  

• First drafts.  

• Jottings.  

• Self and peer corrections.  

• Cross curricular writing.  
 
Summative assessment may include:  

• Hot Write – Final independent writing.  

• Marking of final drafts or writing tasks.  

• Moderation of writing by staff.  
 
Spelling  
 
We follow the National Curriculum requirements for spelling:  

• Sound – symbol relationships.  

• Regular patterns in words and non-standard words.  

• The structure of words, compound/complex words, prefixes, suffixes, roots and origins.  

• Common exception words and high interest words associated with topics, etc.  
 
Spellings are learnt contextually. In Key Stage 1 spellings are taught through phonic lessons. Children are made 
aware of patterns during guided and shared reading. In Key Stage 2 children are taught explicitly the phonetic 
patterns and common exception words for each year group. They are regularly tested in dictation exercises. Spelling 
journals are used to practice spellings, in varied, enjoyable formats. Spelling walls are in place in every school to 
show the weekly spelling target. 
 
Assessment Formative assessment may include:  

• Spelling games.  

• Spelling quizzes.  

• Dictation.  

• Marking of first drafts or paired tasks. 

• No nonsense spelling tasks 

• Spelling Journal work 



The BAWB Federation 
Bainbridge, Askrigg, and West Burton Primary Schools 

Mid-Dale Excellence in Education 
Executive Headteacher: Miss Charlotte L. Harper 

  
 

 
Summative assessment may include:  

• Final drafts.  

• Cross-curricular writing.  

• Weekly spelling tests.  

• Tracking of Common Exception Words.  

• Rising stars GAPS test 
 
Grammar and Punctuation 
 
We follow the National Curriculum requirements for grammar. Grammar is taught in context using good quality 
texts. Aspects of grammar and punctuation are best taught in the context of real reading and writing activities. We 
encourage children to play with language and grammar, and provide regular practice. Accuracy in punctuation is 
given high priority throughout the school and children. Explicit teaching on what constitutes a sentence is reinforced 
continually and children are given regular practice in sentence building.  
 
Assessment Formative assessments may include:  

• Focused grammar /punctuation tasks.  

• First drafts.  

• No Nonsense tasks.  
 
Summative assessments may include:  

• Final drafts.  

• GL Assessment.  

• Half termly assessment. 

• Rising Stars GAPS test. 
 
Assessment and recording   
 
 

Formative assessment (teacher assessments) forms the basis of our assessment in English writing and we use Target 
Tracker to record these assessments. 
 
We use the statutory summative assessment (SATs tests) for reading, as well as for Spelling, Grammar and 
Punctuation at the end of Key Stage 1 and 2.   
 
Termly, we assess children using the PIRA (Progression in Reading Attainment) standardised test, and the Rising Stars 
EGPS (GAPS) tests. These tests are backed up by the formative assessments made by our teachers. 
 
We record and measure pupil attainment in two distinct ways using our internal tracker: (1) breadth, and (2) depth. 
Outcomes from standardised testing and carefully compared to outcomes of formative teacher assessment and 
termly pupil progress meetings with both the EHT and the English subject leader address the needs of individual 
pupils.  

 
Resources 
 

There are a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All classrooms have a wide range 
dictionaries, thesauruses and class reading books. The Libraries across the federation are well stocked with both 
fiction and non-fiction books. Guided reading books, banded to match the children’s individual progress in reading, 
are also provided and children are encouraged to take these home to read with their parents. A range of software is 
available to support literacy work.  
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Leadership of English 

 
Role of the Headteacher  

• Lead, manage and monitor the implementation of the curriculum, including teaching and learning (which 
includes weekly / unit planning). 

• With the governors, keep the governing body informed about the progress of the curriculum. 

• Ensure that English remains a high profile in the school’s development work. 

• Deploy support staff to maximise support for the curriculum. 
 
Role of the subject leader 
   
The subject leader is responsible for leading the development of English across the collaboration by: 

• Ensuring that teachers are familiar with the curriculum 

• Lead by example in the way they teach in their own classrooms 

• Prepare, organise and lead training, with the support of the headteacher 

• Support the headteacher in carrying out an annual audit and action plan with staff and governors 

• Work co-operatively with the SENCO in providing advice and support for staff 

• Observe colleagues teaching from time to time, with a view to identifying the support they need 

• Attend training and network meetings provided by LA consultants and advisors. 

• Work alongside the headteacher in planning, organising and leading events for parents about the curriculum 
and our policies 

• Discuss regularly with the headteacher and governors the progress of implementing the curriculum 

• Report on achievement and the quality of teaching and learning through careful data analysis and thorough 
monitoring  

 
Role of the class teacher   
 

• To ensure progression in English in line with the new curriculum  

• To develop and update skills, knowledge and understanding of English 

• To identify inset needs in English and take advantage of training opportunities 

• To keep appropriate on-going records 

• To plan effectively for English,  liaising with the head teacher when necessary  

• To inform parents of pupils’ progress, achievements and attainment    
 
Role of The Governing Board 
 

• To monitor the effective leadership of English across all three schools through the rigorous monitoring 
schedule  

• To report back to the curriculum committee on a regular basis.      
 

 

 


