Newsletter
Summer 2019

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Thornton-le-Dale Village Hub…..ONE year old this year! (2018-2019)

Village in Bloom…COMING SOON!!
Thornton-le-Dale is taking part in ‘Yorkshire in Bloom’ .....
.…and Saturday 13 July 2019 is Judging Day!

Let’s ALL make
‘Thornton-le-Dale in Bloom’ a Blooming Success!
What is “Yorkshire in Bloom”?
“Yorkshire in Bloom” is a voluntary regional organisation that administers
the Royal Horticultural Society’s “Britain in Bloom Campaign” in our region.
“Britain in Bloom” is the largest horticultural campaign in Europe.
Each year it grows in size and importance; it involves more people, groups
and organisations; and it creates lasting improvements to local
environments.
The scope of ‘Bloom’ has widened over the years encouraging community
involvement and environmental awareness as well as horticultural aspects.
‘Bloom’ started in 1963.

How did all this begin?
Roy Hay, MBE, a horticultural journalist, was holidaying in France around 1960, when he was captivated by
a country filled with flowers, shrubs and trees all in full bloom. The French Tourist Authority had set up
the ‘Fleurissement de France’ project in 1959 following President de Gaulle’s orders to brighten up the
country after the war. Hay was so impressed that he approached the British Tourist Authority’s Director
General and a committee was set up to run a similar version in Britain, involving many varied organisations.
Since 2001, it has been administered centrally by the Royal Horticultural Society and locally by regions.

Judges tell us that we are not competing against other villages, but rather being
assessed against specific criteria such as:
- demonstrating our ability to involve different age groups
- keeping our village clean and tidy
- enhancing and developing the village amenities for all.

What have the Village Hub’s volunteers been doing
to help our village excel in ‘Village in Bloom’?
Planting……for ‘Bloom’
This ambitious undertaking has been approached with the same enthusiasm and dedication as
other previous Hub projects, outlined in the first Hub Newsletter (Winter 2018/2019 edition).
Firstly, a grant was secured from Ryedale Council to help purchase nine large oak planters, two
oak posts to display hanging-baskets, and compost and plants. In addition to this funding,
planters have been sponsored by local businesses and generous individuals enabling us to position
attractively planted displays around the centre of, and on the approaches to, the Village.
Local traders are joining in the collective ‘Bloom’ bonanza with a promise of 34 hanging baskets
to adorn business premises in the centre of the Village.
Volunteers have hauled
planters into their positions,
used 150 large bags of
compost to fill them with well
over 500 plants in the
Yorkshire colours of blue,
yellow and white, and, with
aching fingers, anxiously await
the blossoming of their efforts!
‘Bloom’ is more than just horticultural displays; the judging criteria are far wider in scope.

Our continuing projects (see below) reflect this wider perspective and will contribute to, and
enhance, Thornton-le-Dale’s chances of doing well in this first entry into such a prestigious
nation-wide event, which is a focus for many diverse communities.

Painting railings……to smarten our Village
The Hub’s community efforts, during the past year, have involved
painting the white railings around The Green and along Maltongate.
The group has continued to maintain these throughout the year.
Unfortunately, a car crashed into the smart, white railings on the
corner of The Green earlier in the year. Volunteers are awaiting the
“go-ahead” to re-paint once the railings are re-instated.
After over 90 hours’ work by volunteers in April, the shabby metal
railings, along the churchyard and edging the elevated pavement, were
restored, refreshed and painted black.
Hub volunteer painters have been busy around the pond area, too. Look out for newly painted
metalwork, painted to perfection, to further enhance our treasured village amenity.

•

Come along to help or just admire and watch artists at work!!

Litter-picking…...keeping the Village clean and tidy
All year round, monthly litter-picking has continued throughout the Village, with a register of
‘three-score-and-ten’ (not their ages!) volunteers, many of whom turn out on Sunday mornings
(rewarded with refreshments afterwards), and on some Tuesdays, to ‘grab and
bag’ litter, keeping Thornton-le-Dale’s streets much cleaner than in
the past.
During this first year of ‘picking’, volunteers have given 370 hours of
their time, painstakingly picking an incredible 230+ bags of well-aged
litter from our pavements, and sweeping up 52 barrow-loads of debris
from kerb-sides.
(Our trusty ‘litter-leader’ seems to have a ‘hotline’ to North Yorkshire County
Council’s highways department as prompt notification of blocked drains has
resulted in all the street drains being cleared immediately.)

Children are now accompanying adults in the search, enjoying using the
“grabbers” to pick up litter, whilst playing their own small part in keeping
our oceans free from the devastation caused to wildlife by plastic waste.
This ‘treasure trove’ has included various unwanted household items, enough
wheel-hubcaps to open a shop, thousands of cans, hundreds of plastic
bottles, and dozens of flower-pots!!

• Come along to help, bring children, chat and eat cake afterwards!
Extra ‘litter-picks’, before ‘Bloom’ judging day, will take place on:
Thursday 11 July and Friday 12 July, both at 10am, and 9am on Saturday 13 July
before judges arrive, ensuring that our streets are spick and span.

Pond area……encouraging wildlife
All the hours that have gone into making the pond area
attractive for visitors and wildlife alike are being rewarded
with recent sightings of kingfishers over the water once
again.
This much-loved area has continued to enjoy our collective
effort with a focus on habitat for wildlife. Leaves are piled
for hedgehogs to hide and hibernate; a bug-hotel has
opened for considerate creeping residents or buzzing
passers-by; nest-boxes await inspection and approval by birds in search of a home to rear young;
and the ‘fallen-tree bridge’ to the island has been removed to prevent squirrels from raiding
ducks’ nests. A moorhen has taken possession of a new, cosy, floating duck-box; let’s hope many
tiny moorhens manage to emerge from inside.
Take a walk around the pond to see….
• the Nature Trail taking shape;
• restored paths for easier and safer access;
• wild areas for birds to feast and tiny mammals to hide;
• woodland plants under trees……
……and in Spring 2020, snowdrops and bluebells, planted this Spring,
should grace this delightful space.

What can YOU do to help our Village excel
in ‘Village in Bloom’?
If you can, and especially if you live on a main road into the Village, please plant your planters,
hang the baskets, support the colour-theme (if you’d like to), and keep the plants in tip-top
condition not just for Saturday 13 July, but also throughout the long, hot summer to come!!
Not only are ‘Yorkshire in Bloom’ judges looking for fantastic floral displays, but also they are
looking to us to plant sustainably for bees and other insects, to encourage a variety of birds,
and additionally to show evidence that we are all involved in making the Village a community.
We can take pride in our outside spaces, whether they are privately owned gardens, or publicly
owned pavements, whether we grow flowers or shrubs and trees, or whether we have wild areas,
we should be tidying-up, smartening-up and clearing-up, but leaving some wild spaces for nature,
by planting for pollinators, which in turn will attract other creatures, encouraging our precious
wildlife to live alongside us in our beautiful village; there is room for all.
The ‘Bloom’ scheme really encourages communities to work together to make life better within
those communities so we can all, young and old, blossom and thrive.
“Spring Watch” (BBC 2 TV) has brought to our attention recently that gardens in Britain cover
an area equivalent to the size of Suffolk and, as such, can play a vital part in creating habitat
for our wildlife, especially in view of the steady decline in our wildlife habitats nation-wide.

What else is happening?
!
!
!
!

The Choir is thriving; it will start again in September after a break. Join us…..come sing!
Walkers are striding out on many local walks aimed at all levels of fitness. Come along…
Lunches are provided to bring older residents together for a sociable occasion. Help us…
‘Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’ and the Hub shared £4000 from the ‘Spin Ride’.

What else can we do? ….some ideas so far.
!

A Village Picnic for everyone to gather, have fun, meet others….
! Helping Hands…shopping/gardening for house-bound residents or neighbours
! A Harvest Supper; A Bonfire Night
! A Market on The Green
! Sharing produce – apples?

Perhaps you have ideas; if so, can you help to organise an event or project?
Let us know: 07826 595048

or

tldvillagehub@gmail.com

Thanks must go to ALL the volunteers and to the many and varied supporters, who have contributed
funds and provided valuable advice for many activities and projects.

For information contact: 07826 595048 or tldvillagehub@gmail.com

