
Grace Academy Darlaston September Reopening Frequently Asked Questions 

Dear all, 

We understand that the last few months may have been unsettling for your family. Our staff have 

been working hard to prepare the academy for opening. We have been working through the 

government advice https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools and our risk assessment is now available on 

the website. If government advice (or our procedures) change over the summer or during the 

autumn term, then we will communicate this with you. In the meantime, we hope that you and your 

family have a relaxing and safe summer. 

Mr Salt and Mrs Anstey 

What times will my child need to come to the Academy? 

A reminder of the start/finish times for September and when students start back. 

Years 7: Thursday 3rd September 8.35am – 2.50pm (canteen entrance and exit) 

Year 12: Thursday 3rd September 8.35am - 3pm (P16 entrance and exit) 

Year 13: Friday 4th September at 8.40am – 3pm (P16 entrance and exit) 

Year 11: Friday 4th September at 9am – 3.10pm (main entrance and exit) 

Year 10: Monday 7th September at 9am – 3pm (main entrance and exit) 

Year 9: Monday 7th September at 10am – 3.05pm (canteen entrance and exit) 

Year 8: Monday 7th September at 11.30am -2.55pm (canteen entrance and exit) 

 

Then from Tuesday 8th September standard times as below will apply. 

Year Group Start Time and Entrance Finish time and Exit 

7     8.30am – Canteen Entrance 2.50pm – Canteen Exit 

8     8.40am – Canteen Entrance 2.55pm – Canteen Exit 

9     8.50am – Canteen Entrance 3.05pm – Canteen Exit 

10   8.45am – Main Entrance      3.00pm – Main Exit 

11   8.35am – Main Entrance      3.10pm – Enrichment/Main Exit 

P16 8.30am – P16 Entrance        3.00pm – Enrichment/16 Exit 

 

 

Will my child move around the school in the day or stay in one classroom? 

Students will be in different classes during the day in year group bubbles. Students will move around the site 

using our new one-way system. There will be a video produced later in the summer holidays giving you an idea 

of what this looks like. We are shortening lessons to 55 minutes in order for a smooth transition around the 

academy. 

 

Will students need to social distance? 

Due to our year group bubbles system and government advice, they will be in close proximity to member of 

their own year group in lessons and at lunchtime. Students need to social distance from members of other 

year groups where possible and staff in the academy. 

 

How will my child know what to do at lunch and when moving around school? 

When they arrive on their first day back, they will be briefed about arrangements including lunchtimes. We will 

walk through with them the major things they need to do around the academy including explaining areas 

where they will eat their lunch and timings for this. 

 

What happens if I have to drop off my child earlier? 

We ask where possible that students arrive at the correct time for their year group. If they arrive before their 

year group’s designated time to come into the academy, they will need to wait outside (away from children of 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


other year groups), so we ask that you provide them a coat that is warm and waterproof and stress to them 

the importance of having that with them. 

 

Do I need to update my details (and my child’s details) with the academy? 

It is incredibly important that we have up to date contact details for you and any emergency contacts you have 

chosen so please inform us if these have changed. Please ring Reception (0121 568 3300) if your details need 

updating and they can send you a form to complete. 

 

Will my child be doing sport/P.E? 

Sport and P.E will be operating lessons that have adapted activities to minimise contact and reduce the 

amount of equipment needed. The changing rooms will be wiped between use by different year group 

bubbles. If a child needs to borrow kit then this will have been cleaned before and after use. 

 

Can my child wear a mask in school? 

At the moment the government guidance is that students do not need to wear masks/face covering in school. 

If they wear a mask face covering on school, we ask that it is removed at the school gate away from other 

students and if reusable, placed in a sealable plastic bag and put in the student’s school bag. There are 

designated bins by the student entrance for disposable masks.  

 

What if my child was shielding or I am concerned about them attending due to particular characteristics? 

A small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are self-
isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they are a close contact of 
someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19). Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, 
subject to a continued decline in the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means 
that even the small number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as 
can those who have family members who are shielding. Some pupils no longer required to shield but who 
generally remain under the care of a specialist health professional may need to discuss their care with their 
health professional before returning to school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment). You can find 
more advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health at COVID-19 - ‘shielding’ guidance for 
children and young people. Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical 
and/or public health advice, the Academy will offer them access to remote education. Schools should monitor 
engagement with this activity (as set out in the section below). Where children are not able to attend school as 
parents are following clinical and/or public health advice, absence will not be penalised. 
Parents who are concerned regarding their student’s attendance at school due to particular characteristics 

(including BAME) are encouraged to discuss their concerns with Mrs Anstey or Mr Salt. 

 

Will I need to have an appointment if I need to speak to a member of staff? 

For parents of Year 7 (and other new students), we will have staff available outside on your child’s first few 

days to ask any questions before and after school. For other year groups, we ask that you arrange an 

appointment (except in a genuine emergency) with staff members that you need to see and that you don’t 

turn up at reception unannounced as staff will not be able to see you. 

 

Will there be extra cleaning happening in the academy? 

Yes. We have additional cleaning schedules in place and staff members available if specialist cleaning is 

required. Each classroom will have additional cleaning products available. 

 

Will my child be able to mix with other years especially if their brother/sister is in a different year group? 

As far as is possible students will not be mixing with students from other year groups. However, if a student 

needs to speak to their sibling, please ask them to speak to a member of staff. 

 

Will the school bus be running? 

The school bus will begin after school of Monday 7th September. Currently it is not possible to socially distance 

on the school bus so we are asking students to wear a face covering on the school bus and in the queue after 

school each day. We also ask that school bus students have sanitiser with them to sanitise their hands on entry 



and exit from the bus. School bus students will wait outside the Academy before their year group’s designated 

time to come into the academy (and on leaving the academy) so we ask that you provide them a coat that is 

warm and waterproof and stress to them the importance of having that with them. 

 

What happens if there a child/teacher goes home with suspected Covid-19 symptoms? 

We ask that anyone who has covid-19 systems does not attend the academy and follows procedures outlined 

by the government. The academy will work with the local health protection team where there are positive 

tests with people that have attended the academy and will follow their advice. We ask that parents/students 

do not engage in rumours regarding people having covid-19 but let the reception know of any concerns and be 

reassured that the academy is taking their responsibilities with Public Health England and the local health 

protection team, seriously. 

The government says that schools must ensure that staff members and parents/carers understand that they 

will need to be ready and willing to book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not 

come into the school if they have symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in 

school. Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be 

booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 

119 for those without access to the internet.  

Staff/students should provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test 

positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace. 

Staff/student should self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

Will the water fountains and toilets be open as usual? 

The water fountains will not be in operation from September. We ask that you provide your child with a 

bottle/bottles of water that will last throughout the day? Toilets will be available as usual and paper towels 

have replaced hand driers in all student toilets. 

 

What equipment can my child bring in? 

A labelled pencil case will be allocated per student. This will contain pens (green/purple/black and a ruler). This 
will be collected and given back during morning and afternoon tutor times.  
Please can parents/carers ensure that equipment bought in is kept to a minimum. Only lunch boxes, 

stationery, planner, P.E equipment, outdoor clothes, bags, medication/personal hygiene items and mobile 

phones (following the usual academy rules on their use) permitted. 

 

Will my child be sharing equipment/books with other children? 

Where possible staff will be reducing instances where students share equipment with others. However, some 

equipment will be shared in the year group bubbles. Equipment will be cleaned following government advice. 

 

What general advice can my child follow? 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze. If no 
tissue is available, then sneeze or cough into the fold of your elbow instead of your hands.  
Put used tissues in a lidded bin straight away. 
Wash your hands with soap and water often – use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available. Hand 
sanitiser is available around the academy. 
Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell. 
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean (and reduce instances of touching these 
areas as far as is possible). 
Social distance from staff members. 
Social distance from students not in your year group (where possible). 
Remember if an evacuation happens due to a fire drill or similar event, students are to follow nearest 
evacuation route and get out as quickly and quietly as possible. 
 


