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Mastery Writing Self -Study Unit  2: Parent and Student Guide 

This booklet is for KS3 students to practi se writing on their own or with the help of a parent , guardian 

or carer. 

What will I do and learn?  

¶ You will learn to write well -structured action stories and fantasy quests featuring an opening, 

problem, solution  and happy ending.  

¶ You will learn about key grammatical rules that will make your writing more accurate and 

precise.  

 

How do I use the booklet?  

 

¶ Set aside 1 hour to complete each lesson (20 minutes on grammar tasks and 40 minutes on the 

writing task).  

¶ Read the grammar rules and explanations carefully before completing the tasks. 

¶ For the grammar tasks, you can find the answers in the answer booklet.  

How do the lessons work?  

 

Each lesson is divided into four parts:  

1. Do Now  reviewing previously studied grammar : 5 minutes 

2. New grammar instruction and exercise one : 5 minutes 

3. Revision exercises two and three : 10 minutes 

4. Error correction . 5 minutes 

5. Explanation of how to structure your story: 10 minutes 

6. Planning and writing your story:  20 minutes 

7. Reading and checking your story: 5 minutes 

 

How can I check the quality of my writing?  

 

¶ After finishing your writing, re-read and check through it. Circle the key vocabulary. Underline 

and label the Mastery Checks. 

¶ Use the online Cambridge Learnerôs Dictionary  to check any key vocabulary you do not know.  

¶ If you have not used all the Mastery Checks or key vocabulary, edit your work to include them. 
 

Can parents, carers and siblings help?  

Yes, of course! Family members can help in the following ways: 

¶ Help you check your work using the answer booklet we provide. 

¶ Help you with the planning of the story  and check your writing after you have completed it 

using the Mastery Checks. 

¶ Write a story at the same time as you. You could then compare your stories and check each 

otherôs writing.  

What else can I do if I love writing and I want more of a challenge?  

¶ Keep writing stories using your own ideas.  

¶ Use the structure you learn in this unit to write other types of stories, such as fantasy quests 

and mysteries

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/


   
 

Lesson 1 

Do Now  

Task: Add in the correct past simple  tense  verb below.  

bring       buy       do       lay       sew 

1. Jen _______________ a new hat.  

2. Zara and Mia _______________ their homework.  

3. The Prime Minister _______________ a wreath at the Cenotaph.  

4. Gavin _______________ a button onto his shirt.  

5. Shu-Wei _______________ some crisps to the party.  

Exercise  1 

Here is some grammar explanation to help you with Exercise 1.  

 

 

 

 

Task: Punctuate these sentences correctly  

1.  As Kevin fell off his horse rol led down the hil l  and landed in a puddle  he 

saw his l i fe f lash before his eyes.  

2.  The l ibrary is open on Friday Saturday and Sunday.  

3.  Every Saturday evening they watched f i lms whi lst they ate popcorn 

chocolate and crisps.  

4.  Whilst the pigs made evil plans drank beer in the farmhouse and wore Mr 

Jonesõs clothes Boxer was completely unaware of what was going on.  

5.  As the storm was wrecking the ship Ariel appeared as f ire a demon and 

even the sea god Neptune.  

6.  As he thought about the journey Jason gathered up his keys wallet 

phone and watch.  

 

When trying to punctuate a subordinate clause and list:  

Å First , find the independent clause in the sentence.  
Å Next , punctuate the subordinate clause .  
Å Finally , punctuate the list .  



   

7.  Ever since Bernie Joanna and Archie arrived itõs been chaos!  

8.  Whenever Felic ia played the harp read her book or painted a picture her 

mother exclaimed òLook how talented my daughter is!ó 

 

Exercise 2  

 

 
 

 

  

 



   

Task: Punctuate the sentences correctly.  

1.  George Orwell wrote books in a café at his house and on the streets 

of Paris.  

2.  He l ived in India England France and Spain.  

3.  In the barn in the field and at the water trough  al l the animals were 

working hard.  

4.  The workhouse Animal Farm and Calibanõs island are all places 

where people worked for l itt le or no pay.  

5.  Puck put the love potion on Lysander Demetrius and Titania.  

6.  Dickens Orwell and Conan Doyle wrote stories that wer e published 

in England.  

 

 

 

Exercise 3  

 

 

 

DEFINITION: Temporal clauses  are a typ e of  subo rdinate clause . They tell us when  

the event in the independent clause happened. Prepositional phrases  tell us where 

it happened.  



   

TASK: Decide whether the examples use prepositional phrases, temporal clauses or 

are fragments?  

Sentence  
Correct/ 

Fragment?  

If correct, does it have a 

temporal 

clause/prepositional 

phrase?  

1. I call my aunt at 3 oõclock, 5 

oõclock and 7 oõclock.  
  

2. Unless this behaviour stops 

soon.  
  

3. I keep pet spiders in my house, 

on top of my locker and in my 

garden  

  

4. Although the bottle was 

smooth and green.  
  

5. Because of the terrible rain, 

violent storms and loud 

thunder.  

  

6. It landed in the bin.    

7. The teenagers raced to the 

back of the bus.  
  

 

  

 



   

Error Correction  

Correct the errors in this passage  (There are 10 errors) 

When he was younger Henry was a very athletic young man. He 

enjoyed sport and often played dangerous games. When he went 

jousting hunting and horse riding  he was energetic and happy. The best 

t imes of his l i fe were spent in the forest.  

Back at the palace he had an accident when he was jousting in a 

competit ion. He wounded his leg and fel l off his horse. Many people 

thought he was going to die, but he survived.  

During February  March and Apri l he was forced to stay in bed. He 

applied a mixture of mashed wor ms the bone marrow of a pig and the 

hair from a black cat to the wound every day. He was very bad 

tempered, whilst he was i l l .   

Eventually Henry got sl ightly better. His bruises and broken bones 

healed. On his leg the wound sti l l  festered. Years later, he had sti l l  not 

recovered.  

  

 



   

Writing  

You are going to write an action story. It builds on the problem -solution story structure. 

Itõs important to remember that the hero escapes danger through skill and not magic. 

We will  learn about  magical stories and fantasy quests later.  

Letõs look at the structure for an action story.  

 

Before you write your action story, plan the story in the boxes on the next page. Use 

the slide below to help you.  

 

 



   

Story Writing:  

¶ You should make sure you have planned your story  by writing your ideas for each 

story part in the boxes on the next page.  

¶ Look at the vocabulary  below the image  on the next page . You will need to use 

each of these words in your writing to help you write your action story . Tick off the 

words  as and when you use them  in your story.  

¶ You will also need to make sure you have included all of the mastery checks  in 

your writing. You hav e 30 minutes  to complete your writing  

 

Part one: Opening  Part two: Problem  

  

Part three: Solution  Part four: Happy ending  

  

Vocabulary  

desert  golden  hieroglyphics  artefact  

priceless  statue  rubble  perilous  

Mastery Checks  

Mastery Check 1   Mastery Check 2   Mastery Check 3   

I have not used any 

fragments.  

I have included a 

prepositional phrase with a 

list in it and punctuated it 

correctly.  

I have included a temporal 

clause with a list in it and 

punctuated it correctly.  

Crafting check:  I have written a problem solved action story with an opening, a 

problem, a solution and a happy ending.  

 

  

Bill 



   

Lesson 2 

Do Now : 

TASK: Add temporal clauses to the independent clauses given below. Make sure to 

punctuate t hem correctly.  

1. Damien played rugby.  

2. Simone won the gymnastics competition.  

3. Matthew dove into the sparkling blue pool.  

Exercise  1 

 

TASK: Punctuate these sentences correctly.  

1.  As I ate my sandwich with ham lettuce tomatoes and pickles I noticed 

that the chef had left out the chicken.  

2.  Nearby three l lamas four goats and an emu waited to be fed.  

3.  Whenever Dil lan Bernard or Tristan stumbled a buzzer would sound.  

4.  Within the grounds  gardens or car par, it is forbidden to exercise dogs.  

5.  If you leave the house car or garage, remember to lock the doors.  

 

 

 



   

Exercise 2  

 

 

  



   

TASK: Punctuate these sentences correctly.  

 

 

1.  Although James loved basket ball  he represented his school in 

badminton.  

2.  You may go outside if you have finished your work.  

3.  Unless Dad made the phone cal l  Jane would not be allowed on the 

school tr ip.  

4.  Even though A ndrea loved playing Angry Birds  she stopped playing 

to do her homework.  

5.  Max started to improve his performance because Sandeep had 

joined the team.  

 

Exercise 3  

TASK: Below are subordinate clauses. Make up your own independent clause to 

complete the sentence. These can be either before or after the subordinate clause.  

1 Rather than eating the entire cheesecake  

  

2  

 even though the phone was ringing  

3 Despite eating all the melon  

  

4  

 because you can swim  

5 Whether Jodie buys the dress or not  

  

 

 

  

 

 



   

Error Correction  

Correct the errors in this passage . There are 7 errors.  

King Henryõs final wife was called Catherine Parr. She  was  about 

the same age as him.  She was very kind and spent a lot of t ime looking 

after the sick old king.  

Catherine Parr was incredibly intel l igent. She spoke French Latin 

and Italian. Because she was interested in religion. She wrote a book 

about how to be  a good Christian. It was called ôLamentations of a 

Sinnerõ.   

When King Henry was away fighting battles she ruled in his place. 

When someone ruled a country for a monarch, they was cal led a regent. 

Queen Catherine was a regent for nearly a year. I f Henry had been ki l led 

she would have ruled until his children were old enough to do so. Unti l 

the king returned she was in complete control of the country.  

King Henry died in 1547. In order to let the new King Edward rule 

from London without her. Catherine deci ded to l ive in the countryside.  

 

  

 



   

Writing  

In this lesson, we will focus on the opening s of action stories in more detail.  

 

The information below will  help you plan your story in more detail  in the boxes.  

 

Story Writing:  

¶ You should make sure you have planned your story by writing your ideas for each 

story part in the boxes on the next page.  

¶ Look at the vocabulary  below the image below . You will need to use each of 

these words in your writing to help you write your action story. Tick off the words as 

and when you use them in your story.  

¶ You will also need to make sure you have included all of the mastery checks  in 

your writing. You have 30 minutes  to complete your writing  



   

 

Part one: Opening  Part two: Problem  

  

Part three: Solution  Part four: Happy ending  

  

Vocabulary  

undergrowth  backpack  endangered  predator  

machete  compass  terror  basecamp  

Mastery Checks  

Mastery Check 1   Mastery Check 2   Mastery Check 3   

I have not used any 

fragments.  

I have included a temporal 

clause with a list in it and 

punctuated it correctly.  

I have included a 

subordinate clause that is 

not a temporal clause or 

prepositional phrase.  

Crafting check:  I have written a problem solved action story with an opening, a 

problem, a solution and a happy ending.  

 

 

  

Alex  



   

Lesson 3 

Do Now  

TASK: Punctuate these sentences correctly.  

1.  Because the sweets were in plain sight  Sharmin was tempted to eat 

them.  

2.  Provided that he got good results Brendonõs mother would take him 

out for a treat.  

3.  Rather than working hard for his motherõs treat Brendon just wanted to 

do his best.  

Exercise  1 

TASK: Punctuate these sentences correctly  
 

1.  Provided that you have finished your homework your chores and the 

washing up you may watch TV.  

2.  When he raised funds for the l ibrary the canteen and the PE 

department the school gave him a badge.  

3.  The garden would have too many weeds  pests and insects i f i t  ran 

wild.  

4.  You wil l have to go home unti l you sign the register a permission form 

and the contract.  

5.  Vegetables fruit and grains are good for you when you eat lots of 

them.  

6.  In the kitchen Macy prepared the carrots peas broccol i  and potatoes 

the day before.  

7.  Cigarettes are bad for you because they cause cancer in your l ungs 

blood and liver.  

 

  

 

 



   

Exercise 2  

 

 

 

  



   

TASK: Circle the subordinate clauses and underline the independent clauses.  
 

1)  In the garage, Ben kept all of his old toys for years.  

2)  After a l i tt le while, Becca swept out the leaves from under the 

bench.  

3)  In town, there are lots of places to eat after work.  

4)  At seven oõclock, Pedro liked to eat biscuits on his sofa.  

5)  In the folder, the pages stayed perfect for a long t ime.  

  

 



   

Exercise 3  

 
 

TASK: The task is written at the bottom of  the PowerPoint slide above. The 

first one has been done for you.  

 

1. Before he went to sleep Rob 

took off his glasses.  

 

There is no comma after the 

temporal clause.  2. I eat porridge and toast, every 

morning.  

3. Brenda, Laura, and Harry 

couldnõt decide what to eat.  
There is an extra comma in the 

list. 4. Whenever Wilma went upstairs 

she skipped the third step.  

5. Missy did not like football, 

basketball or rugby.  

There is an extra comma after 

the independent clause.  

6. You can play football, in the 

playground.  

7. My cupcake tasted of 

strawberry, coconut, and 

vanilla.  

 

  


