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WELCOME...
Welcome to the Summer Edition of our newsletter. 

As you will be aware we are in very different situation both as an Academy and as 
a country. Myself, Mr Salt and all the Academy team wish the best for you and your 
families and hope you are safe and well.

In this newsletter we wanted to let you know about some of the events and student 
achievements happening previously this year as well as letting you aware of ways the 
Academy can support you whilst we are closed to the majority of students.

If you usually receive free school meals and have not signed up for the government 
voucher scheme through the Academy, please contact clairejones@darlaston.
graceacademy.org.uk. Our Family Support Worker, Justine Clark can be contacted 
through the Academy Reception if you and your family need specific support. 

We have a wide range of resources to assist with your child’s learning. These are 
available online on our portal or you can collect a printed pack from the Academy 
Reception. Work can be e-mailed back to your child’s class teacher. Our partners at 
Grace Foundation have provided social media resources to help you and your family 
in the current circumstances. These will be regularly updated to our facebook site 
and are available at www.grace-foundation.org.uk.

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and that we will be back together as a 
school family soon.

Best wishes,

Julie Anstey
Associate Principal

NCW:
Then working in groups, students had to set up either a selling 
company or a producing company, learning the importance of 
making business decisions, and what to consider when starting-
up a business. This was also a good opportunity to see the 
integration of academic lessons with vocational information, and 
terminology previously learnt in class was reinforced during the 
sessions. Feedback from some students was to have more tasks 
to complete; while the majority commented that the sessions 
‘should be longer’. 

Lastly, all day Friday, was Stewart Hunwick and Harpinder 
Powar, from DELL technologies. They presented to the year 9 in 
assembly what it is like to work for the company, and the many 
opportunities both have to travel to different countries because 
of their jobs in pre-sales.  Following the assembly, Stewart and 
Harpinder both enabled ICT students from year 10, 11, 12 and 
13 to develop their critical thinking with challenges to consider, 
such as the importance of backing-up data, issues of storage 
space, servers and cyber threats.  Students were not only 
treated to chocolates, but also heard about the variety of job 
roles in IT that are not software programmer, or games design.  

Jobs also include pre-sales, research, hardware engineer, and 
many more. While some students wanted more activities to 
do, others wanted to know more about IT apprenticeships and 
universities. One student stated ‘it was interesting learning about 
all the things DELL does that you may not think about’. 

National Careers Week at 
Grace Academy Darlaston 

We saw a variety of visitors attend the Academy to 
work with our various year groups.  There was input 
from Lauren Smith of Spitfire Bespoke Homes Ltd, 
Graham Wood from GW Consultancy, John Loach of 
International Motors, and Stewart Hunwick & Harpinder 
Powar from DELL technologies, who all enjoyed 
assisting to develop students’ knowledge of the world 
of work. 

Monday, was the year 7 assembly, and students heard 
Lauren speak about apprenticeships and the different 
jobs in the construction industry. In fact, there will be 
224,000 new construction jobs to be created in the 
next 5 years, did you know that?  Following on from 
the assembly, Lauren worked with students from year 
8, 9 and 10 to help them discover their skills set and 
team work ability. Students enjoyed the session and 
quite a few said ‘it was interesting to work as a team to 
produce a building’. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Graham Wood, former 
detective, ran a workshop with year 7 and Sixth Form 
students on crime scene investigations. The Careers 
& Enterprise room was turned into a crime scene, and 
students were given information on the basic stages 
for an investigation. With this information they had to 
identify the ‘silent witness’ at the scene of the crime. 
Can you give an example of a ‘silent witness’?* It was 
‘an excellent workshop!’ stated one student, and others 
linked Academy subjects of science, maths, English, 
and psychology to the role of a detective.

John Loach, from International Motors, encouraged 
year 10 students in their Thursday assembly to remain 
focused on career goals and achieve the best grades 
possible. Afterwards, John supported year 9, 11 and 
12 in business studies, sharing his knowledge and 
experience of the world of business. 



REWARDS

ABU BAKR 
TWINNING WASUP

Oxford 

On Monday 20th January Mrs Irvine and Mrs 
Giles took 15 pupils from year 9 to visit the 
University of Oxford. 
Pupils had the opportunity to look around two of the university 
colleges, ask questions to current students, eat dinner in the university 
hall and look around the local sights. 

Pupils gained a real insight into the life of a student at Oxford and 
information about Russell group universities. 

The pupils behaved exceptionally well, a real credit to the school. 
There was a lot of positive feedback from the pupils about their ideas 
for higher education and the possibilities that are open to them.

Parliament  

29 Year 10 students went to 
parliament, for a tour and workshop.  
The students were fantastic and a credit to the school! 
They particularly enjoyed meeting and questioning our 
local Member of Parliament Valerie Vaz!

Earn and spend 

Here at Grace Academy Darlaston, 
our positive stamps mean that our 
students can spend points on all 
types of rewards. 
Here at Grace Academy Darlaston, our positive stamps 
mean that our students can spend points on all types 
of rewards. We have a range of small items which 
students can buy or they can save points and spend 
them on much larger items.

Rewards can be gained by students working particularly 
hard in lessons and going above and beyond 
expectations. Students can also gain points by putting 
our values in action in the Academy.

In February 2020, students who had the most points 
were invited to have a tasty hot chocolate reward. This 
was enjoyed by all who received this reward.

Reducing single use plastics 

The school has been working with 
Dr Rashid Gatrad and WASUP (World 
against single use plastics).  
Dr Gatrad spoke to Year 7 and 8 to highlight the issues 
that single us plastics can cause and highlight ways that 
students can make a difference to their communities.

In the future we are aiming to continue our regular litter 
picks and develop canal cleaning projects with WASUP. 

We will make you aware of opportunities coming up 
once the Academy returns.

Year three 

We have begun our third year of our 
twinning project with Abu Bakr Boys’ 
School to compare and contrast 
school life in our different settings. 
Walsall Council led an initial training day which included 
input from Walsall Football Club to inspire students that 
they can make a positive contribution to where they 
live. Student feedback included “I wasn’t sure what 
to expect but I really enjoyed taking part and meeting 
students from Abu Bakr. We were finding about the 
differences between our two schools but also what 
similarities we share and how we can learn together”.



Another successful event with over 75 
students taking part from Years 7 to 11 in the 
Valentines three day Murder Mystery event. 
Students had to solve the mystery of who 
murdered college student, Shayna Robinson.   
Students were presented with 11 main suspects and clues 
were scattered around the library.

Students worked in teams and tried to unravel the hidden 
clues, fingerprints, suspects and evidence laid in front of 
them. 

It was an enjoyable event with many students managing 
to get to the bottom of the mystery.

Student Librarians, Demi Antcliff and 
Kira Salts from Year 8 became police 
officers for the three days and helped 
with organising the event. 

CRIME SCENE

In celebration of World Book 
Day, author Cat Weatherill was 
invited to talk to primary and 
secondary students. Primary 
students came dressed up in 
their World Book Day outfits.

WORLD
BOOK DAY
It was an enjoyable day with Cat Weatherill giving 
a lively presentation to all the students. 

Cat is a storyteller, author and poet. She has 
written many books, these include

• Barkbelly
• Snowbone
• Wild Magic
• Famous Me
• Zac and the Zombeards
• Jack’s Diamond
• Where Magic Hides
• Jaco the Leek
• Breathe
• By Lantern Light

Writing workshop with Year 8 
students:
In the afternoon, Cat gave a writing workshop to 
Year 8 students.

She shared some great writing tips and techniques 
and students had an opportunity to write a small 
story based from a few scenarios which Cat 
presented to the students. Students thoroughly 
enjoyed the workshop. 

CRIME SCENE

CRIME SCENE

DAy 
OF THE 
DEAD

Art 
Vision 
Comp

Visual 
Elements 
of Art

Students have been creating artwork 
based on the Mexican festival Day of 
the Dead.

They have explored working with a 
variety of materials to create research 
pages and sugar skulls.

The Art department ran a vision 
competition where students were 
asked to create a response of what 
Art means to them. There was a lot of 
creative ideas and here are some of 
the winners. 

Students have explored the artwork 
of Friedrich Hundertwasser by using 
his style and composition to create a 
mixed media response to each visual 
element of Art. 

VALENTINE 
Murder 
Mystery 



GDPR 

Grace Academy follows 
the General Data 
Protection Regulation.   
This means we have to look after 
any data (information) we hold on our 
records and systems about you. Our 
school processes personal data about 
students, parents, staff, and visitors 
which means we are a data controller. 

All of our staff know about GDPR and 
know what they have to do to look 
after data about you in order to keep 
you and your information safe. Under 
the new law, children aged 12 or under 
need to seek parental consent to open 
a social media account, because the 
law says children need to be 13 years 
or older to meaningfully understand 
how their data might be used. 

If you have any questions about 
GDPR, please contact the Academy 
Reception.     

GREEN 
FINGERS
Planting seeds 

Over the last few days some of the students have been working 
on planting seeds on our school site. 
Beforehand we looked at what crop plants 
needs to grow well. These being, water, light, 
nutrients and warmth.
 
We went outside and assessed where would 
be a good site. The students identified which 
direction was south facing as this aspect will 
provide the most sun light throughout the day.  

We chose a site next to our compost heap 
as this is a good free source of natural 
sustainable nutrients and organic matter that 
are needed to feed the plants and hold more 
water in the soil.

We then marked out a vegetable plot that 
was just wide enough so that it can be tended 
without having to tread on the soil to avoid 
damaging the soil structure. 

We removed the turf layer using spades and 
piled it up upside down next to the compost 
heap as when the grass rots away it will 
produce nice soil to add back to the plot. 

This was the most strenuous part of the day. 
When we went outside we were complaining 
that it was cold but after 10 minutes of digging 
we were complaining about being too hot 
and sweaty! This doubled as our PE lesson for 
the day!

We then started deep digging the soil to 
prepare it for planting. We used spades and 
forks to dig the soil to a depth of about 30 cm 
to break it up into a nice crumbly texture.  We 
were on the close look out for treasure but 
alas, all we discovered were some old bones 
(non-human we think!) and some interesting 
rocks and bricks and crisp packets. We 
imagined some of this may be some left-over 
building materials from when the canal was 
built over 200 years ago (our history lesson!). 

We then added some compost and mixed this 
in well.

After a well-earned fish and chips lunch kindly 
provide by the kitchen staff, we hoed the top 
soil to break the soil down into fine particles 
and then planted the seeds.  We sowed two 
rows of broad beans and a row of beetroot. 

In the middle of the bed we sowed some wild 
flower seeds to encourage bees and other 
insects to visit the plot. We want to encourage 
natural predators like ladybirds that will eat 
the green fly pests, so that we don’t have to 
use chemical insecticides if possible.

Eventually, we will need to sort out a water 
butt or a hose pipe for watering during dry 
weather. In the meantime, Mrs Anstey has 
kindly volunteered to use her watering can 
if there is no rain. The next project for them 
could be to practice their Art by painting Mrs 
Anstey’s watering can with a suitable design.

Overall it was a very enjoyable day. Everyone 
worked really hard and collaborated 
excellently to solve problems and learnt by 
trial and error by getting their hands dirty. 
We discussed throughout the day about the 
concept of sustainability.  

Charlotte’s definition of sustainability 
was “Using resources today in a way that 
considers the impact that future generations 
will experience as a result.” 

We all decided that this was a good way to 
think about how we live our lives today and 
that if everyone valued this belief then the 
world would be in a better situation than it is 
currently!


