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WELCOME...
Thank you for reading our newsletter. 
We are excited about the continued progress and development of our Academy. 
We were especially pleased by our latest set of exam results showing us to be 
considerably ahead of the National Average for Progress in GCSE and one of the 
best schools in Walsall. 

Our Year 6 Open Evening was attended by over 200 families and the feedback was 
extremely positive. Families were reminded to ensure they met the deadline date for 
applications in order to secure a place for their child at Grace Academy.

As you will be aware we are now part of the TOVE Learning Trust and Mr Salt 
is leading our Midlands Hub as well as still being Principal of Grace Academy 
Darlaston. Mrs Anstey is Associate Principal taking day to day charge of our 
Academy.

We are committed to the continued improvement of Grace Academy Darlaston. 
All our staff work hard to ensure students have access to excellent teaching and 
learning and wide variety of educational experiences.

In this newsletter, you will see a snapshot of events, trips and visits that we have put 
into place this year and there are many more planned over the year ahead.

As usual, if you have any questions, please contact the Academy Reception.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Best Wishes,

Mr C Salt and Mrs J Anstey
Principal and Associate Principal 

TRIPS:

International School 
Exchanges Programme, 
Madrid
Grace Academy Darlaston has linked with a 
Spanish partner school, IES Antonio Fraguas 
‘Forges’, as part of a new £2.5 million Department 
for Education programme in partnership with the 
British Council.

In October 2019, Year 8 Students Marty Brayford 
and Preston Millard brushed up on their Spanish 
vocabulary before meeting students at their 
Spanish partner school just outside Madrid. 
During the five-day seminar, they learned more 
about the country’s culture and received training 
in how to be an international ambassador 
through workshops and teambuilding activities. 
They also had the opportunity to visit the 
Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, home of Real 
Madrid. 

British Council research has found that just 
39% of British secondary schools run traditional 
international exchanges. The international school 
exchange programme offers grants to secondary 
schools in England to help them with running 
international exchanges. It will give thousands 
of pupils a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
experience new cultures, improve language 
skills, and build independence and resilience.

The students who visited IES Antonio Fraguas 
‘Forges’ will be using the skills they learned as 
ambassadors on the trip to represent our school 
on future visits, and we will be encouraging 
a further twenty students to visit the Spanish 
school later in the year, if we are successful in 
securing additional funding. In the medium to 
long-term, we would like to make this a reciprocal 
relationship and invite students from our Spanish 
partner school to visit us here in Darlaston.

Grace Academy Darlaston’s Spanish partner 
school IES Antonio Fraguas ‘Forges’ is for 
students aged from 12 to 16 years old (Y8 to 
Y11 equivalent), and the school also offers the 
Bachillerato (Spanish equivalent of the A-levels), 
which is for Sixth Form students.  The school 
is named after Antonio Fraguas (known by his 
nickname Forges), who was a Madrid-born 
satirical cartoonist and novelist.
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The day we turned 
Grace Academy Yellow for 
Mental Health 

October 10th was World Mental Health 
Day and this year we joined in with the 
campaign to spread the message that, 
‘Whatever you are going through, you’re 
not alone.’

The teen mental health charity ‘Young Minds’ promotes 
the Hello Yellow concept by encouraging bright and 
positive thinking. This year, during the week beginning 
6th October we joined in too. According to statistics 
20% of adolescents may experience a mental health 
problem in any given year. So it is arguably more 
important than ever to spread these positive messages 
and promote positive mental well-being. 

To celebrate World Mental Health day, and raise 
awareness of the issues that some young people may 
face, we decorated our doors and windows, added 
yellow to our working wardrobes, and made positive 
mental health promises for the coming year. 

Mrs Knight and Miss Bachu became mental health 
cheerleaders and used the awareness created by the 
#helloyellow campaign to encourage students and staff 
to talk about mental health.

Staff and students joined in and a really upbeat 
atmosphere was created. 

One member of staff said: “This is a really good idea, 
because I have never sat and thought of how I can 
look after my mental health. We warm up and stretch 
before exercise to protect our bodies from injury, but I 
have never thought about protecting my mental health 
before.” 

Students were really keen to get involved too. 
“I think you should just talk about it. Talking really 
helps!” said Jodie Brown in Year 11.

“Callum Grainger, also from Year 11, said: “I don’t talk 
about this normally, but I think that we should help 
people to seek help when they need it.”

As you can see from the pictures, it was a very positive 
week. 

Family Support Worker - 
Justine Clark 
As the Family Support Worker for Grace Academy 
I offer practical help and emotional support 
to families experiencing short or long term 
difficulties.  This could be around issues in school 
or issues at home including debt and finances, 
mental health and managing behaviour as an 
example.  I also run regular coffee mornings 
and workshops for parents including Triple P for 
managing teenagers behaviour.  Parent Coffee 
morning is on Tuesday mornings, 9.30-10.30am 
or 2-3pm on the last Tuesday of each month. 

I accept uniform that is no longer needed so 
if you have any that you would like to donate 
please drop off at reception.  We are particularly 
in need of trousers for girls and boys if you can 
help!  You can call me on 0121 568 3333 for a 
chat or to arrange an appointment.

Black Country 
Living Museum 

Last half term, year 8 students visited the 
Black Country Living Museum as part of their 
history curriculum. 

Although it was a rainy cold day this didn’t stop our students 
from having a fantastic outdoor learning experience. We 
had the privilege of being led around the museum by tour 
guides who had the expertise which we needed to learn 
about the industrial revolution and our local heritage. 

We visited homes, shops and workplaces which transported 
us all back to a time when the Black Country really earnt it’s 
name with incredible factory output and when black smog 
filled the air. Students had a fantastic time going down the 
drift-mine and also tried legging on a barge boat. There was 
even time for fish and chips and a trip to the sweet shop! A 
great day was had by all.

Black History Month 

This year the aim was to make Black History 
Month an inclusive celebration.  

Workshops such as the Caribbean mocktails and food 
tasting session were attended by students from a 
range of year groups, and cultural backgrounds. The 
workshop provided a relaxed setting which broke down 
conversational barriers and allowed for some students 
to share aspects of their culture with their peers and 
it allowed for others to experience a new culture that 
they had not been exposed to before. Students asked 
questions without fear of causing offence.

The natural hair care class was a safe environment 
for our students to discuss their positive and negative 
experiences with their hair without fear of judgment or 
ridicule. Miss Duncan used this session to teach our 
African and African-Caribbean students about the science 
of their hair. They left the class knowing why their hair is 
different to that of Caucasians and Asians and became 
more knowledgeable on how to care for it. 

To include all departments in the celebrations, each 
department posted a black icon related to their subject 
in the windows. Students had the option to research the 
answers to these questions in order to achieve a gold star 
by the end of the week. 

The display of Africa in XLR8’s window depicted only 
positive images of countries in Africa. This display was 
designed to challenge the misleading narrative often 
seen in the media (Charitable adverts in particular) which 
can suggest all of Africa is in extreme poverty and that 
the inhabitants all lack clean water and food. This display 
showed our students that there are well developed cities 
with electricity in Africa.

Thank you to all the staff involved with events during Black 
History Month. 

During the week beginning the 23rd 
of September we were fortunate 
enough to have the Key to life truck 
at Grace Academy Darlaston.   

The truck is an exciting mobile classroom that has 
floor to ceiling touch screens and is designed for 
both primary and secondary students to explore 
the topic of Christianity in a fun and interactive 
way.  During their session students watched film 
clips, interacted with games, quizzes and took 
part in group discussions, which were led by 
trained staff. 

Over the course of the week, we welcomed 
students from some of our local feeder schools, 
including Pinfold Street, Old Church, Wood’s 
Bank and Salisbury Street. The primary students 
were a credit to their schools and brilliant 
throughout, and we hoped they had a great time. 
Many thanks to the staff for bringing them.



Over 44 Year 8 boys, and 62 Year 8 girls from the Academy received the 
HPV vaccine in October, after eligibility for the vaccine in England was 
extended to include Year 8 boys from September 2019.

Girls, aged 12 to 13 years old, have been eligible for the vaccine for ten 
years.

A consent form was sent home with Year 8 students. If parents would 
like their child to receive this vaccination, the completed consent forms 
should be returned to Grace Academy Reception so that the vaccination 
can be arranged.

HPV vaccinations for Year 8 boys for the first time  

Grace Academy Darlaston is encouraging Year 8 boys and girls, aged 12 to 13 years old, 
to receive the first dose of the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine as part of the school 
immunisation programme.  

Safeguarding at Grace Academy Darlaston 

Safeguarding and child protection remains a priority at Grace Academy Darlaston and the 
team continue to work alongside parents and agencies to ensure our young people have 
the best opportunities, with as many barriers removed as possible.

What’s been happening?
Since we returned in September, we’ve had a number 
of fun and engaging workshops and theatre to educate 
our students about important topics, including, smoking 
cessation, exploitation, puberty and many more!

My Mate Fancies You 
The Department for Education direction states that 
schools should make their students aware about puberty 
and the changing adolescent body, including physical 
and emotional changes. This session delivered to Year 
7 students by popular theatre company, Loudmouth, 
included a well-researched performance, bringing these 
key topics to life in a funny yet relatable drama, followed 
by workshops in smaller groups to consolidate what the 
performance taught.

Working for Marcus
This session, again delivered by Loudmouth, was aimed at 
Year 10 and covered a variety of child exploitation issues 
including, including specific and current topics such as 
county lines and knife crime. This performance received 
positive feedback from the students, who referred to the 
session as “funny”, “realistic” and “positive”, yet also stated 
that it made them feel more “aware of the dangers today”. 

‘Tough on Tobacco’ during Stoptober
Grace Academy Darlaston hosted the first public 
performance in Walsall earlier this year of ‘Tough on 
Tobacco’. The Actors from Performance In Education 
created characters who dealt with the dilemmas and 
harmful side effects of smoking and peer pressure.  The 
performance was strongly supported by statistics such as 
15.6% of the population smoke; which is the equivalent 
of 33,500 people – all at increased risk of death from 
a smoking related illness such as heart disease or lung 
cancer.  Therefore, this preventative session was aimed at 
education our young people and reducing these risks.

The list goes on
Students across year groups have been involved in a 
number of positive preventative sessions, including 
Building Healthy Relationships Days and safeguarding 
assemblies. This key prevention work equips students with 
the knowledge to keep safe and guides them to people 
and places where they can reach out for support, should 
they ever need it. We are extremely proud of the maturity 
of our students in all of these sessions and how well they 
have engaged.

Still to come
We still have a number of performances, workshops and 
lessons planned in for the rest of the academic year 
including, assemblies from Kooth, Preventing Extremism 
sessions, Bully 4 U performance, and many more!

Meet the team:
Our safeguarding team meet weekly and is made up of:
Designated Safeguarding Lead - Ms Chance, Deputy 
DSL and Attendance – Mrs East, Deputy DSL and PA to 
Principals – Claire Jones, Safeguarding Administrator – 
Mrs Bytheway, Assistant Heads of Key Stage – Ms Cox and 
Mrs Lewis, Behaviour and Learning Manager – Mrs Cox, 
Rewards and Intervention Co-Ordinator, Mrs Wright, Family 
Support Worker – Mrs Clarke, and Assistant Principal for 
Ethos – Mr Miles.

Thank you
Safeguarding is and always will be of utmost importance at 
the Academy and the staff and student ambassadors strive 
to develop well-educated, considerate and caring citizens 
with a strong sense of values, who will succeed in and 
contribute to modern society. 

SAFEGUARDING

POST 16
Post 16 at Grace Academy Darlaston – the 
best two years of your life!  

I would like to take this opportunity to invite each and 
everyone of you to visit our Post 16. Regardless of what year 
you are currently in it is a fantastic opportunity to plan your 
academic career progression and start thinking about how 
you can meet your life’s aims and ambitions with us at Grace 
Academy.

Come and see all the subjects that we offer, our variety of 
courses meet the needs of all of our learners in a friendly, 
inclusive and supportive environment. You can study a range 
of different subjects including Psychology, Law, Forensic 
Science, History, ICT and many more. Students who have 
not yet chosen their options would benefit from coming and 
seeing what we can offer them after they have successfully 
completed their GCSEs.

Come and see the excellent pastoral systems we have in 
place and how we pride ourselves on giving students the best 
learning experience through their time with us. Our Post 16 
tutors are dedicated to supporting Post 16 students and facilitate 
the studying of valuable life skills in financial education, building 
healthy relationships and the importance of community and 
volunteer work through workshops and seminars. We ensure 
that you not only learn to be successful in your subjects, but also 
how to be successful out in the ‘real world.’

You will also be supported in taking part in a work experience 
at a placement of your choice, in the past we have had 
students completing placements at Law courts, art galleries 
and in hospitals. 

This essential experience will offer you an insight into the 
world of work, help prepare you for what lies ahead and help 
support you to make informed choices about your chosen 
career path. 

In Post 16 you will study a minimum of 3 subjects of your 
choice for two years. When you are not in these lessons 
you will take part in independent study in order to complete 
assignments, coursework or revision. The Post 16 area is 
designed for successful independent study. A computer suite, 
a silent study area and a comfortable learning environment 
makes learning at Grace Academy a pleasure. Students have 
access to their own kitchen where they are free to make hot 
drinks and use the microwave. 

Post 16 students at Grace Academy are also part of a 
community. Students can choose to be part of our committee. 
The committee is driven by student voice and meet weekly in 
order to discuss what changes can be put in place in improve 
Post 16, and our wider community. They decide on the social 
events they might want to organise such as charity events or 
a seasonal meal out as a year group. This committee is run 
by the Head Boy and Head Girl of the school. It is your Post 
16, initiatives should be driven by you and you should feel at 
every level you are listened to, and that you truly have the 
opportunity to make a difference. 

‘Your Post 16 – Your Voice!’
It is an exciting time to plan your future… and your future 
should be with us! If you would like more information please 
do not hesitate to contact me on JustineYork@darlaston.
graceacademy.org.uk 



IMPORTANT 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 19th December
Christmas Fayre 4.30pm - 6pm

Friday 20th December
End of Term (Students break up at 12.15pm)

Monday 6th of January
Term starts 

Thursday 9th January
Post 16 Parents Evening

Thursday 23rd January
Year 8 Parents Evening

Wednesday 5th February
Late start, students to arrive at 9.35am

Thursday 13th February
Year 10 Parents Evening

Friday 14th February 
Break up for Half Term. 

Monday 24th February
School re-opens 

All other dates for 2019/20 are available on our website 
under the useful information tab – calendar.

THANK 
YOU FOR 
READING!


