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WELCOME...
To our newly revamped newsletter  
keeping you up to date with activities and events 
at Grace Academy.

We hope you enjoy this new format which we will be  
producing at the end of each term.

Thanks for reading and have a great summer!

TRIPS:
Devon

32 Year 7 students embarked on an adventure-filled week in 
Devon. The students took part in an array of activities including: 
kayaking, mountain biking, surfing, coasteering, rock climbing, 
archery and fencing. All were pushed out of their comfort zones 
at some point during the week – whether it was abseiling down 
a rock face, or battling the waves whilst surfing, all showed grit 
and determination which allowed them to succeed. 

During our stay at Saint George’s House the students worked 
as an amazing team that showed consideration and respect to 
all. We were also lucky enough to witness the arrival of two new 
lambs (in the grounds of the house) which were named Grace 
and Harley in remembrance of our stay. 

Overall the trip was a huge success the students made new 
friendships, experienced different sports and activities and 
laughed a lot. They were an absolute credit to the school!

Carding Mill Valley

We had an excellent day at Carding Mill Valley. The 
year 10 Geography students represented the school in 
an exemplary manner and really enjoyed the day. The 
purpose behind the trip was to conduct fieldwork as 
part of a requirement for the Geography paper 3, which 
students will be sitting in year 11.  Carding Mill Valley 
helped us to fulfil the physical fieldwork requirement 
of the specification with a human element being 
conducted in year 11. 
 
The National Trust volunteers were excellent and 
provided us with the equipment and most importantly 
wellies, allowing the students to get into the river. While 
in the water the students were measuring the width, 
depth and speed of the river.  They took measurements 
at three different sites along the river so they were able 
to compare the data they collected. 
 
A particular highlight was seeing the students 
collaborate in their groups, communicating effectively 
and showing leadership in order to solve problems and 
use knowledge learnt in the classroom in the field. The 
students will now be completing the investigation in the 
classroom by presenting their results, interpreting data, 
concluding and conducting an evaluation. This is a 
valuable experience and a process which will help them 
in their academic career. Also it will give them life skills 
going forward which are required by lots of different 
job roles, eg. problem solving, investigative work and 
providing solutions to issues in order to improve a 
process. 
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Anti-Bullying 
Ambassador Team 

The ‘Anti-Bullying Ambassador Team’ at Grace 
Academy Darlaston, are a team currently consisting of 
16 students who deliver awareness about anti-bullying 
through various ways, such as: assemblies, break-time 
activities and volunteering to teach students through 
classes. 

In addition to that, the team have made efficient 
progress over the last 9 months, as we have seen that 
ambassadors have had an increase in terms of their 
attendance, behaviour and attitude both inside and 
outside of school. 

Our main goal is to 
promote anti-bullying, 
support anti-bullying 
and to recruit new 
ambassadors all the way 
from year 7-13 students. 

The team have worked together to create a friendly 
environment where students of all years can feel 
relaxed, make new friends and be educated about 
anti-bullying and various ways that bullying can be 
prevented.

Furthermore, the team meet up every Wednesday 
during morning form time to discuss any activities and 
create events for students to engage in within the 
Academy. We are looking forward to recruiting some 
new ambassadors in the future and continuing our 
journey here at Grace.

Simmy Martinez
Student Leader of the ‘Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’

STOP
 BULLYING Faith and Belief Forum 

Students from Abu Bakr Muslim 
Faith School and Grace Academy 
Darlaston met to create better 
understanding between schools.
The project, organised by The Faith and Belief 
Forum, aims to bring students from different cultural 
and faith backgrounds together for three link days 
each Academic year to discuss their differences and 
similarities in a non-threatening way, make new friends 
and break down stereotypes.

Students from Grace Academy Darlaston found the day 
enlightening and Lexi-Campbell Williams, Year 9, said:

“This has been a great opportunity. It’s 
really fun to meet other people and learn 
about their faiths. At first, I was a bit 
nervous because I have never been to 
a school like this, but they have all been 
really friendly and easy to get along with.”

Grace Academy student Denisa Toma, Year 9, added:

“It’s great to find out they are more similar 
to us than I thought, with the same sense of 
humour, and the same things we like such 
as pets and phones.” 

The linking programme helps schools to fulfil their 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural, as well as British 
Values, provision. Emily Williams, Ethos Assistant, Grace 
Academy Darlaston, said:

“It has been a fantastic thing to do.  It 
helps young people from different faith 
backgrounds to understand how similar 
they are.  It has also helped our students 
to learn how to ask effective questions in a 
sensitive manner.” 

We need old uniforms 

As a Family Support Worker I offer 
practical help and emotional support 
to families experiencing short or long 
term difficulties.  
This could be around issues in school or issues at 
home including debt and finances, mental health and 
managing behaviour as an example.  I also run regular 
coffee mornings and workshops for parents including 
Triple P for managing teenagers’ behaviour.  

I accept uniform that is no longer needed so if you 
have any you would like to donate please drop off at 
reception.  

We are particularly in need of trousers for girls and 
boys if you can help!  You can call me on 0121 568 3333 
for a chat or to arrange an appointment.

Justine Clark
Family Support Worker

Healthy breakfast for all! 

Following our student and staff 
catering survey we have launched a 
new range of healthy eating options 
for breakfast and break time with our 
catering company Caterlink. 
The students now have a choice of the following items:-

Crumpets with low fat spread.

Pancakes (with self-selection toppings).

Low sugar and low fat fruit flapjacks.

Porridge pots.

Breakfast oat muffins.

Drinks: - mixed fruit smoothies and sugar free water.

Ice-creams all round 

On Friday 8th June we had an 
ice cream van in school during 
lunchtime to reward 495 students 
for their excellent behaviour and 
attendance for the last half term.  
Students were able to choose between an ice cream, 
slushie or ice lolly. All students involved were really 
excited to receive their reward and proud of their 
achievements. Well done to all those involved. 



Horrible 
Histories 

This year, we were fortunate enough to 
have a visit from Martin Brown, the illustrator 
from the best-selling Horrible Histories book 
series, as part of the series’ 25th anniversary 
celebrations.  
Martin gave an interactive, fun session to our Year 7 students, and 
pupils from local primaries, and showed them how drawing styles 
have developed over the years. He then showed them his own 
drawing techniques and asked for lots of pupil input in developing 
some unique characters. 

At the end of the session, Martin challenged pupils to do some 
drawings over the holiday. These were then entered into a raffle 
draw and the lucky winners were given a Horrible Histories book to 
take home. 

“Martin’s visit was brilliant in showing pupils that to produce a great 
drawing, all you need is enthusiasm and the confidence to just 
‘have a go!’ I think it’s really important for children to meet creative 
professionals to broaden their horizons and encourage them to 
explore their own creativity.” 

“The Horrible Histories books are great at engaging children in non-
fiction through their amusing content, which Martin channelled in his 
sessions at Grace. It was lovely to see our Year 7 students, and the 
Year 5s from local primaries, being so enthusiastic throughout the 
sessions. I’m sure we have lots of young illustrators in the making!” 

Students took a great delight in taking 
part in the first ever Murder Mystery 
event at Grace Academy Darlaston. 
It was a 3 day event where students 
worked in small groups to link with the 
crime novel theme in the library that 
month.  
Students had to follow instructions from a piece of police 
evidence they were given at the beginning of the event. 
Working from brief details as to what had happened on 
the night the murder took place, students had to find 
evidence and clues around the library. To make the event 
even more interesting and engaging, a body was sealed 
off in the library. Throughout the event a dark mysterious 
background music was played to keep the students on 
edge as they eagerly rushed around looking for clues, 
evidence, blood samples, fingerprints etc. Students were 
left hanging on the second day as more suspects and 
clues were revealed. It was definitely a perfect murder 
with a dark twist to it. On the last day students had to 
disclose who they thought was the murderer. 

A total of 51 students attended the event. There was 
great excitement and disappointment on students’ faces 
when they found out who murdered the victim! 

Students are now looking forward to the next murder 
mystery event which will certainly take place in the new 
Academic Year. 

CRIME SCENE

CRIME SCENE
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to ensure 
that all our 
students are 
safe as they 
travel to 
and from the 
Academy

Students have been put through 
their peddling paces amid concerns 
about their safety at peak rush hour 
times on busy Walsall roads. 

BIKEABILITY
TRAINING SESSIONS

ITS GOING 
TO MAKE ME 
FITTER AND 
SAVE ME 
MONEY

Road safety tutors, Donna Wyton and Mike Green 
from Walsall Council took to the roads with 
students to give them practical road safety tips on a 
‘Bikeability’ training course recognised and funded 
by the Department of Transport.

Year 8 student Oskar Lanc, said it was a fun way to 
learn how to cycle more safely and added:
“I like cycling and ride my bike to school every day.  
To be honest, when I get older, I might be riding my 
bike to work and it’s going to make me fitter and save 
me money on petrol.”

Tutor Mike Green added:

“We really want to promote 
their fitness and get these 
young people moving. The 
students have been fabulous 
and picked up everything very 
quickly.”
Explaining why they decided to introduce ‘Bikeability’ 
for students, Helen Allport said:

“The roads in Darlaston can be extremely busy at 
rush hour which can be quite daunting for young 
people on their way to school. We want to ensure 
that all our students are safe as they travel to and 
from the Academy and this is a great way to make 
sure they know the rules of the road.”



Tove Learning Trust

Tove Learning Trust (TLT) is delighted 
to welcome Grace Academy 
Darlaston to our family of schools.  
As you may well be aware, GAD joined TLT in April 
along with its sister academies in Coventry and Solihull. 
This was following the decision of Grace Academy 
trustees to ensure that the future of the Grace 
Academies was secured in a larger and very successful 
trust.

TLT is a family of seven secondary schools, a primary 
and a nursery school. We also have a teaching school 
attached to Sponne School, an outstanding secondary 
school in Towcester. This means that we can bring 
many more opportunities for both pupils and staff at 
GAD including high quality professional development 
for our staff.

We are looking forward to building our relationship 
with the GAD community and keen to ensure that our 
aim of inspiring educational experiences does lead to 
outstanding outcomes for all students.

As part of these changes, Mr Salt will now be working 
across the three Grace Academies as part of our 
Midlands Hub. He will then spend some time each 
week away from the Academy in this Director of 
Education role. Mr Salt will still remain as Principal 
of Grace Academy Darlaston. He will be assisted by 
Mrs Anstey who is now Associate Principal and is 
responsible for the running of the school when Mr Salt 
is away.

I am sure you will all wish Mr Salt and Mrs Anstey well in 
their new roles. May I take this opportunity to wish you 
all a restful summer holiday.

Dr Jamie Clarke
CEO Tove Learning Trust

IMPORTANT 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Academy will close 
on Friday 19th July at 12.15pm for the summer break.

The Academy will reopen to students 
on Wednesday 4th September.

Open Evening: 
26th September 2019 from 4-6pm.

All other dates for 2019/20 are available on our website 
under the useful information tab – calendar.


