
              The Scholars                  vol. 10 no. 1 
We make a living by what we get,                                                                                - the 109th issue -                                        The Monthly Newsletter of ISA     
but we make a life by what we give.  -  Winston	  Churchill	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  www.isa.edu.ph                                        菲律宾怡朗新华学院通讯月刊  
¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤ 

April 2013 Issue        ¤        Editor: Mr. Rodgen Jabor        ¤       Layout Editor: Mrs. Debbie Chan        ¤       Consultant: Mr. Peter M. Chan 

 
At the Threshold of ISA’s Y10  

ISA will turn ten on 1 October this year. 
Plan for celebration is high in the agenda of 
the ISA Board and Administration. Though 
we believe the urgent task facing the school 
is not how grandiose should the festivity be, 
but to come up with a critical analysis and 
evaluation of the performance, both 
successes and failures, in the past decade. 
To sum up how well we have grasped the 
opportunities and tackled the challenges is 
crucial if we want the school to continually 
meet the learners’ educational needs. 

From hindsight, it is not hard for 
anyone to see the laudable accomplishment 
ISA has made in a mere span of ten years. 
The joy of triumph and the sting of 
disappointment have intertwined to form the 
image of ISA that we see today. Some might 
wonder how consistent has the direction of 
our effort been in reference to the goals 
proposed by the founders. If the general 
scholastic attainment of the learners is an 
indicator, then we can confidently say that 
we have not deviated from the ideals 
advocated by the founding directors. This 
could be another persuasive reason to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of ISA.  

Undeniably, we also failed to meet 
some of our objectives, yet these were 
relatively insignificant that they hardly 
cause any adverse effect on the overall 
progress of the school. On the contrary, we 
find the development process less strenuous 
than was expected. Feedback from the 
community has shown that the high 
academic standard intrinsic in the school 
policies was enthusiastically accepted as 
school norm and its consequences met with 
unconditional approval.  

The first 10 years of ISA is a landmark. 
Indeed, the decade is a source of great 
inspiration to the ISA community. But this is 
just the beginning. We aspire to see ISA 
marching at the forefront of Philippine 
education by 2019, and from there bring the 
school further to join the rank of 
international high-performing schools by 
2024. Determination emanates from 
believing in one’s philosophy, trust of its 
faculty, and confidence that children are 
potential achievers. Lu Xun said it well: "All 
goals are caused by ideals, and effected by 
actions.” In the absence of ideals, there can 
be no action. Without action, nothing is 
possible.   

Mr. Hong of Jinzong Donates 
Yu Qiuyu’s “What is Culture”  

Jinjiang General Association 
secretary Mr. Hong Jianxiong donated 
four copies of What is Culture authored by 
Yu Qiuyu, a contemporary Chinese 
scholar. The books were brought by the 
two head teachers who came to ISA last 
February. We would like to thank the 
association and Mr. Hong for their 
generosity. Last January, while in Manila 
conducting a seminar on ‘Chinese 
Language Teaching Strategy’ jointly 
hosted by Jinjiang General Association 
and the Association of Chinese-Filipino 
Schools in the Philippines, ISA Executive 
Director Mr. Peter M. Chan was warmly 
received by the leaders of the associations.   

                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

I SAVE YOU-ISAers  
surviving challenges 

What will you do if you are struck in an 
island? A new phase had begun for this 
year’s ISA camping where victors are 
determined by their ability to survive.          

The theme of ISA Camping ’03 “I 
SAVE YOU” is the acronym of ISA 
Advocating Virtue and Excellence Among 
Youth. The goal of the activity was to let the 
learners see the need to make sacrifices in 
order to survival. The series of challenges 
are aimed to make learners realized the 
relation of giving and taking, embrace 
possibilities and risks, learn to be flexible 
and willing to do sacrifices for the common 
good, learn to adapt to new situations and let 
go of old experiences, and learn that for 
every action there are consequences. The 
participants are always warned to be very 
keen in order for them to survive. The ISA 
camping 2013, I SAVE YOU gave the 
learners a whole new experience. Packed 
with surprises, they were given sets of 
challenges. These challenges were designed 
so as to lead all the teams to work hard not 
for a prize, but to survive.  

The learners were given a chance to 
learn how to make their temporary shelter 
with limited available materials. In this 
activity, their resourcefulness was tested. 
Everyone cooperated and endured the heat 
of the sun. There were lectures about 
survival that helped them gain insights on 
how they can be able to deal with 
unexpected circumstances. They were asked 
to prepare on-the-spot entertaining dance 
numbers showcasing the fusion of 
contemporary and ethnic culture, in which, 
their creativity, alertness, and 
resourcefulness were tested. There were 
various team-building activities with twists, 
calling for strong sense of cooperation 
among team members. There were games 
that helped them appreciate Filipino culture.  
They were also given a chance to appreciate 
nature in the last challenge set for them. All 
these helped learners realize one’s 
responsibility as a member and of being a 
true ISAer.       

This year’s camping gave the ISAers an 
occasion to reflect: what should they do 
when faced with challenge. Will they give 
up or take the challenge and survive?  

Exploring while Enjoying  
Learning through experience is fun and 

long lasting. Having field trips can give our 
Preschool learners an opportunity for hands-
on knowledge. Last 21 February, the K2 and 
Prep learners toured different public places 
in Iloilo. Their first stop was Queenbank in 
Plazuela. The bank attendants gave them a 
short lecture on how a bank works. 
Everyone was so excited to realize that they 
too can save money in the bank. They also 
received free candies from the manager.   

The next place they visited was the 
Museo de Iloilo. Their eyes widen with 
amazement as they observed the ‘things of 
the past’. Trying to restrain one’s self from 
touching the artifacts while very inquisitive 
with the details they have seen, they would 
instead ask their facilitators or museum 
personnel. They were amazed to see bundles 
of old Japanese currency, old sculptures of 
saints, old dishes & clothes as well as the 
skeleton inside an old coffin.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
The learners then headed to the 

Chinese Federation Volunteer Fire Brigade 
where they joyfully watched the demo of 
various fire fighting tools. They curiously 
held the tools used by the firemen, and very 
happy when some were given the chance to 
touch the fire hose and try the fireman suit.  

 
 

             
 
 
 
  
The final destination was SEAFDEC in 

Tigbauan. Learners were all energized after 
a long travel when they saw the live sea 
animals, like sea turtles, colorful starfish and 
exotic fishes. They watched a video about 
the life of animals in the ocean. 

Though tired, they just could not stop 
sharing with each other their experiences.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
              

The awarding ceremony of the 10 Outstanding 
Secondary Students of the Private Schools in the city 
and province of Iloilo in SY 2012-13 was held at Iloilo 
Grand Hotel on March 9. The event was jointly 
organized by the Department of Education and the 
Private School Administrators Association of the 
Philippines (PRISAAP) Region 6. ISA senior learner 
Kevinn Friedrich Chan was one of the awardees. Photo 
shows Kevinn with his mother, Mrs. Debbie Chan, 
during the entrance of the awardees, parents and guests.	  
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GRADE 1 Cultural  Rendezvous 
Grade 1 learners’ cultural trip last 4 February was part of their lessons in Civics. It turned 

out that the trip did not only bring knowledge to the children but lots of fun as well.  
Central Philippine University Library was their first stop. In this 4-storey edifice, children 

were amazed of the large collections. After that, they went to Iloilo Science Centrum where 
they enjoyed manipulating the interactive scientific devices. The Science stuffs they were 
allowed to work with were eye-opener, especially the one with the static electricity, it was 
quite a learning-with-fun experience.  

Hungry yet still full of eagerness, learners engaged in pizza-making at Pizza Hut. They 
made their own pizza with the help of the attendants. After lunch, they headed to Coca Cola 
Bottlers where the learners were delighted to see how the soft drinks were processed and 
packed. Free Coke was served to the kids and guardians. 

The excitement didn’t end there. Used to city life, the learners were brought to Orchard 
Valley, a farm in Tigum, Pavia. There the learners were allowed to feed the cows, goats and 
sheep with organic grasses. They learned something about organic fertilizers made from the 
waste of worms. And the last stop was Marquillero, where the kids were taught on how to 
make pots with clay of their own designs. Some bought souvenir items.  

Indeed the trip was a valuable learning experience for the little learners.  
 

Editor’s	  Notes:	  ‘Learning	  beyond	  the	  four	  walls’	  has	  been	  a	  cornerstone	  of	  ISA	  education.	  Every	  year,	  learners	  of	  all	  
levels	  would	  visit	  business	  establishments,	  government	  agencies,	  and	  historical	  and	  cultural	  spots.	  In	  this	  issue	  we	  
feature	  the	  fieldtrips	  of	  Kinder	  1,	  Grades	  1	  and	  2.	  	  	  	  	  
 

GRADE 2 Real World Experience 
Grade 2 Civics facilitator organized a field trip last 1 February with the theme appreciate 

the culture of the community through different livelihoods in the city of Iloilo.  
Due to the changes in the route introduced this year, Grade 2 learners had to visit places 

that were not covered last year like the pottery at Jibao-an, Orchard Valley in Pavia, and the 
Coca Cola plant. At the pottery workshop at Jibao-an they saw the actual making of the pot, 
and were given a chance to make their own pots. At Orchard Valley in Pavia, they toured the 
dairy station and saw the actual processing of fresh cow milk. The said farm is one of the main 
fresh milk distributors in the nearby towns. Also, they were able to roam around the vegetable 
garden where vegetables were grown using nonorganic fertilizer. The learners also experience 
how to feed the rams, goats and sheep. The last spot in the farm that they visited was the 
fertilizer section. They were shown the different areas where workers make organic fertilizer 
they used for their plants. From the farm they went to Coca-Coca bottling plant.  

They had their lunch at a beach resort in Oton. The children took their meal amidst the 
cool sea breeze. 

In the Municipality of Oton. The learners savored every interesting fact about the origin 
and history of the town with series of questions. They were told also on how the people work 
together to develop the town. They witnessed the hablon-making in one barangay. Hablon is a 
kind of native cloth weaved using man-made bamboo machine. After that, they went to Nang 
Palang’s buko pie. They had hands-on experience of making coconut pies. 

After a half-day travel in Oton, the learners went to the Oton municipality hall to have a 
courtesy call on the mayor. Then, the kids pack their things and went back to ISA. 

Indeed, learning is fun if we try to reach out beyond the walls of our comfort zones. 
 Kinder 1 Exposure to Community Life 

Youngsters learn best through their experiences as they are naturally curious, active, and 
eager to learn and eager to try new things. A pleasure trip helps them learn about their 
environment, their communities, and the world at large through hands-on learning and 
discovery.  

Last February 21st, the Kinder I learners headed out for an experiential learning 
opportunity in one of the great Pizzerias here in Iloilo - “Shakey’s”. Children engaged in short 
cooking lesson and hands-on baking where they rolled the pizza dough and placed toppings on 
it. They did learn about the role of chefs and customers as well. Their next destination was the 
CPU Butterfly Garden. Visiting “Butterflies in the Garden” was a wonderful way to help them 
take notice of the plant and insect around them. 

Kinder I jaunt continued last March 1. The children visited Molo Police Station. Visiting 
a police station can be an enriching experience for a child. Along with satisfying curiosity, it 
can give children a positive view of law enforcement and help them understand that law 
enforcement officials are trustworthy and ready to help them when needed which help children 
understand more about the working of their local community. Their next spot was the Molo 
Church. The children were given a few moments of silence to say their prayers. They learn the 
proper conduct when in places of worship. The last place they visited was Tibiao Bakery. The 
children were delight to see the baking process, and the automated packaging of bread.   

 
 

 
The Dialectics of Figures  

Concern over the enrollment at the 
start of every school year is understandable. 
If one sees tuition fee as the lifeblood that 
keeps a private school going, then head 
count is quite as crucial as the quality of 
instruction itself. On the other side of the 
coin, the number of enrollees may be seen as 
manifestation of school’s ‘social acceptance’, 
a factor that says much about the quality of a 
school. In itself, the quality of instruction of 
a school is hard to determine, one relies 
mostly on data to make its immateriality 
concrete, like scores in NAT, NCAE, 
quantity speaks of quality, albeit often 
incompletely.  

It seems logical to assert that the 
number of enrollees depend much on the 
quality of service rendered. However, the 
number of learners per class has its 
qualitative limits. Reason dictates that once 
the number of learners exceeds the school’s 
‘qualitative tolerance level’, the quality of 
instruction suffers, bringing with it the 
school’s reputation and the resulting decline 
in enrollment. No wonder respectable 
schools, both public and private, invariably 
limit learners in a class. It is to preserve that 
invaluable asset: quality education.  

Nevertheless, the number of enrollees 
has a counter effects on the quality of 
instruction. The increase in enrollees could 
mean increase in income, boasting 
confidence, and bring about a better quality 
instruction. Unrealistic restriction of 
enrollees runs counter to the effort of 
improving the quality of education. 

What then is the ideal learners-
classroom ratio? It all depends on the 
‘qualitative tolerance level’ of a school. It is 
not rare to see an excellent class with 50 
children; neither it is uncommon to find a 
mediocre class with less than 10 children. 
The fact is higher school qualitative 
tolerance makes operation effective. 
Consequently, it enjoys wider acceptance, 
and gains better financial rewards.   

So now we know, it is not simply 
economic consideration when administrators 
glue their eyes on enrollment figures. 
Particularly when there is an increase in 
tuition fee, they want to know whether the 
increase is socially acceptable or not. After 
all, it is the collective opinion of the 
concerned parents that counts.  
ISA Accepts 120 New Learners 
DepED	 Approves	 7%	 Increase	 

ISA’s appeal to increase its tuition fee 
by 7% was approved by DepED in May. In 
spite of the increase, ISA managed to attract 
more than a hundred applicants and finally 
accepted 120. As of the end of May, the 
number of enrollees has reached 557, a net 
increase of 27 from that of last school year; 
2.17 times the figure ten year ago.  

The increased in tuition fee was alloted 
mainly to faculty development and benefits, 
to cover the costs of various ongoing 
programs, such as taekwondo, Scholastic 
Reading Inventory, drawing instruction. The 
servicing of loan also takes away a 
substantial slice of the budget.  
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Two	   of	   the	   winning	   entries	   designed	   respectively	   by	  
the	   Grade	   7	   Lu	   Xun	   and	   4th	   Year	   ISAers	   during	   the	  
Nutrition	  Month	  bulletin	  board	  contest	  in	  July.	  	  

ISA: Best Performing School  
@ WVSU-Silak Panulaton ’13 
As if to prove they are worthy of the 

name ISAers, the learners showed their best 
by placing 1st among the participating 
schools in Iloilo City and Province, and 
grabbed the title of Best Performing School 
both in the elementary and secondary levels 
in Region 6 (overall 3rd placer) at the 
Panulaton ’13: Bigger and Grander in the 
Name of Writing and Performance held at 
Punta Villa Beach Resort on July 12-14. 

The following are the elementary 
learners who won awards in various 
categories of the journalism contests: Shayla 
Iyesa Sy got 3rd place in copy-reading and 
headlining; Kamila Gaye Lao won 8th place 
in photojournalism while Jon Christi Andrea 
Perez won 2nd in this category and was 1st 
place in feature writing. 

This year, not only journalistic skills 
were honed, piece writing and performing 
skills were introduced, which made Elijah 
Patrick Pelaez win the first place in the 
declamation and piece writing contest. 

ISA high school learners also excelled, 
particularly in copy-reading and headlining 
where Dorothy Kirsten Tiu captured the 
highest honor, while her classmate Alvin 
Lyndon Sy landed second, and another 
Jannah Marie Go occupied the third place. 
Jannah also won 3rd place in editorial 
writing while Joshua David Terania got the 
6th place; and Xyanne Alex Andrienne Bocol 
placed 8th in the newswriting competition. 

Panulaton is a Journalism Writing 
Workshop conducted by Silak, the award-
winning student publication of College of 
Education of West Visayas State University.   

This is Silak’s way to encourage the 
youth to practice responsible journalism by 
instilling in them the skills and ethics of 
development journalism.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The	  ISAers	  who	  joined	  and	  won	  in	  the	  Panulaton	  2013  

Fun for a Cause 
Two days before the opening of the 

school year, ISA administration organized a 
team-building activity held in Guimaras 
Island with the aim to foster closer working 
relationship among the ISA faculty and staff. 
Through various forms of games, such as 
cheers and yells, water tug of war, among 
others to open up avenue of communication 
and interaction among colleagues, promote 
team spirit, and enhance sense of unity, 
cooperation and mutual assistance.  

It was also a day for the ISA facilitators 
and staff for relaxation. Encouraged by the 
extra fine weather, everyone seemed can’t 
wait to explore the local attractions, eager to 
enjoy to the fullest the remaining holidays. 
The closer ones would find a corner to chat 
or watch the lush greenery of the nearby 
islet. Some would dip in and enjoy the cool 
and crystal clear seawater to their hearts’ 
content, and others would simply stroll on 
the placid beach and feel the gentle white 
sand lavishly spread around them. Playing at 
the beach, chasing the beauty of nature filled 
the spirit with joy, almost oblivion of all the 
troubles of the world… 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
The all-time favorite tug-of-war put the teamwork and 
cooperation of groups to a test.  Jubilation on the beach, 
another game just ended… more fun awaiting.   
37 ISAers Qualified for MTG Training 

The qualifying exam of the Mathematics 
Trainers’ Guild Training Program was held 
on 27 July this school year. Twenty-five 
elementary and twelve high school ISA 
learners qualified to join the said training 
program. These learners will attend the 
training sessions every other Saturday 
starting next month at West Visayas State 
University.  

Mathematics Trainers’ Guild, 
Philippines (MTG), a non-stock, non-profit 
organization of Math teachers committed to 
develop and promote excellence in Math 
education and training in the Philippines, 
has launched its 2013-14 Mathematics 
Challenge of the Filipino Kids Training 
Program (MCFKTP). This training program 
enables elementary and high school learners 
who will pass their qualifying exam to 
discover their Mathematical potentials, 
develop their fondness for Math and build 
up their Mathematical foundation in 
preparation for their future participation in 
the different local and international 
Mathematics competitions.  

ISAers Shine @ DAR Poster Making Contest 
Last 5 July, the DAR 

2013 Regional Poster 
Making Contest was held 
at SM City Iloilo Activity 
Center with 32 young 
artists from different 
Schools of Region 6 
participating. They were      

  Therese	   Brasileño   asked to interpret the 
theme “Dalan Sa Mainuswagon Nga 
Kaumhan” through painting. Therese Faith 
Brasilenio, a third year ISAer, represented 
the school and was declared the Grand 
Champion. Petite and obviously the smallest 
among the contestants, she once again 
showed her worth as the best in the region 
and was so proud to bring another honor and 
prestige to ISA. She was one of the four 
ISAers who won in the said contest. 

ISA having been the “breeder of young 
generation artists” also won in the 1st Iloilo 
Paraw Regatta Art Contest 2013 held last 7 
February 2013 at Joe III Garden, Arevalo, 
Iloilo City. ISA won all the top three places 
out of 63 contestants from all over the City 
and Province of Iloilo. They were Yena 
Choi, Champion; Mesa Rae Apologista, 2nd 

Place and Ain Lee, 3rd Place of Category A. 
All Participating schools were amazed as it 
was unusual to have all the top winners 
coming from ISA, considering that was the 
first time for ISA to join in the said art 
contest.  

Our Way of Community Service 
ICAS Science held at ISA 

For three consecutive years, ISA has 
been allowing the organizers of various 
competitions under the program of the 
International Competitions and Assessments 
for Schools (ICAS) to use its air-conditioned 
multimedia classrooms as test venue free of 
charge. This year the ICAS Science was 
held on 22 June at ISA.  

In a world that is continually being 
shaped by science and technology, scientific 
literacy is a must for all. Scientific literacy is 
never new to ISAers who basically like to 
explore the world through the “magic” 
brought by science.  ISAers’ curiosity often 
lead them to academic excellence they 
always strive to attain. This school year 49 
ISAers participated in the yearly ICAS 
Science (formerly Australasian Schools 
Science Competition). A competition that 
assesses the development of scientific skills 
and abilities of primary learners, which is 
sponsored by the University of New South 
Wales and the Philippine Board of Studies 
Foundation Inc.  

Hundreds of the cream of many schools 
in Iloilo came to ISA campus that day to 
take part in the competition.   

10TH ISA DAY WORKING  
COMMITTEES FORMED  

The conception of the 10th ISA Day 
celebration started in the first week of 
August when the executive director called 
the facilitators-in-charged to talk about the 
theme, scope, and the people involved in the 
celebration. After a week-long discussion 
and revision, the final draft was drawn 
setting forth the substantial details. 
Preparation went full blast by mid August.  
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ISA	  President,	  Mr.	  Vicente	  Tiu,	  presiding	  the	  
meeting	   of	   the	   Board	   of	   Directors	   weeks	  
before	   the	   celebration	   of	   the	   10th	   ISA	   Day.	  
High	  on	  the	  agenda	  were	  the	  preparation	  of	  
the	   anniversary	   celebration,	   and	   the	   goals	  
the	  school	  will	  pursue	  beyond	  its	  tenth	  year.	  
The	   meeting	   was	   teeming	   with	   jubilation,	  
the	   exuding	   high	   spirit	   reflected	   the	  
directors’	   confidence	   in	   pursuit	   of	   the	  
school’s	   mission.	   Many	   lighter	   moments	  
peppered	   the	   otherwise	   animated	  
discussion,	  after	  all,	  ISA’s	  ten	  years	  were	  not	  
in	   shortage	   of	   anecdotes.	   Every	   time	   any	  
was	   reminisced	   a	   burst	   of	   laughter	   would	  
invariably	   follow.	   It	   turned	   out	   that	   the	  
board	  meeting	  was	  a	  celebration	  in	  itself.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
A	   commemorative	   video	   and	   a	   four-‐page	  
printed	  issue	  depicting	  the	  achievements	  of	  
the	   school	   in	   the	   past	   ten	   years	   will	   be	  
respectively	   shown	   in	   cyber-‐media	   and	  
published	   in	   the	   largest	   Philippine	   Chinese	  
daily,	  the	  World	  News,	  on	  18	  October	  2014.	  
Mrs.	   Vina	   S.	   Jalipa,	   ISA	   Board	   of	   Directors	  
Executive	  Secretary,	  is	  being	  interviewed	  for	  
the	  said	  purpose.	  	  	  

ISA BOARD MEETING HELD 
Looking beyond the 10th year   

Early September, in a meeting presided 
by ISA president, Mr. Vicente Tiu, the ISA 
Board of Directors has officially set the date 
of the 10th ISA Foundation Day two cultural 
productions, “The Sound of Childhood” and 
the “A Decade and Beyond”, respectively on 
the 18th and 20th of October 2013.  

It was also decided during the meeting a 
welcome banquet in honor of the Consul 
General of the People’s Republic of China in 
Cebu, Honorable Zhang Weiguo, will be 
held at noon on 20 October at Iloilo Grand 
Hotel, where city government officials and 
leaders of various Chinese-Filipino civil 
organizations will also be invited.  

Reminiscence and vision of ISA’s future 
intertwined in the informal discussions that 
ensued. The directors easily arrived at a 
consensus both in the assessment of the 
achievements the school has attained thus 
far, and with regards to the general direction 
along which the leadership wishes ISA 
should be on its 20th year.  

While a decade ago, the directors were 
armed with vision and courage, sometimes 
could appear so flimsy; now on top of a 
clearer vision and fortified courage, it is not 
hard to discern the strong sense of collective 
confidence, unwavering determination to 
topple any barrier that would come their 
way. Truly, the vision “March on, the heirs 
of ISA, onward to victory” engraved on the 
ISA emblem is fast becoming a reality.        

2013 ICAS Science 
Sixteen ISAers Received Recognition 

In a world that is 
continually being shaped by 
science and technology, 
scientific literacy is a must 
for all. Scientific literacy is 
never new to ISAers who 
basically like to explore the 
world through the “magic” 
brought by science.  ISAers’ 
curiosity would often lead 
them to academic excellence 
they always desire to 
achieve.  

This school year, forty-
nine ISAers participated in the yearly ICAS 
Science, formerly the Australasian Schools 
Science Competition, a competition that 
assesses the development of scientific skills 
and abilities of the primary and secondary 
learners. The competition has been 
organized by the University of New South 
Wales, and in the Philippines, in 
coordination with the Philippine Board of 
Studies Foundation. Out of the forty-nine 
ISAers, sixteen were able to receive awards. 
Two received Distinction Awards, namely, 
Grade 7 Xyanne Adrienne Bocol and Grade 
6 Jon Christi Andrea Perez. The 14 ISAers 
who received Credit awards were: Grade 7 
Sheirese Ira Sy, Alvin Lyndon Sy, Grade 6 
Regine Marie Agujetas, Chelsea Coleen 
Cayabyab, Maxine Chan, Cherisse Hope 
Gomez, Alyssia Jerleanne Jamboy, Kamila 
Gaye Lao, Angela Paredes, Kayla Antonie 
Velez, Grade 4 Ma. Allyssa Bea Duya, 
Lance David Tan and Timothy Brian Tiu. 

The increase in the number of ISA 
participants and the number of awardees 
show the progressing academic aptitude of 
the ISA leaners in science.     

2013 ICAS English 
Xyanne Top 10%, Maxine Top 25% 
The	   2013	   International	   Competitions	  

and	   Assessments	   for	   Schools	   in	   English	  
(ICAS-‐English)	   has	   reached	   a	   close	   to	   1800	  
participants,	   from	   more	   than	   75	   schools	  
across	   the	  country	  conducted	  on	  27	  July	  2013	  
at	  different	  test	  centers.	  

Twenty-‐eight	   ISAers	   joined	   the	   said	  
competition	   and	   Xyanne	   Alex	   Andrienne	  
Bocol	   was	   awarded	   Distinction	   certificate	  
since	  she	  was	   in	  the	  top	  10%	  while	  Maxine	  
Chan	   was	   awarded	   a	   Credit	   certificate	   for	  
making	  it	  into	  the	  top	  25%.	  

	  “There	   are	   ways	   that	   when	   practiced	  
consistently,	   will	   improve	   one’s	   English	  
skills	   immensely.	   But	   what	   most	   people	  
would	   advise:	   read.	   Read	   anything	   and	  
everything	   in	   English.	   It	   could	   be	   this	   fine	  
reading	  habit	  that	  made	  the	  difference,”	  Dr.	  
Sofia	   Kesidou,	   group	   executive	   of	   the	  
Educational	  Assessment	  Australia,	  stated.	  	  

The	   ICAS-‐English	   assesses	   reading	   and	  
language	   skills	   in	   a	   range	   of	   contexts.	   The	  
following	  aspects	  of	   texts	  are	  assessed	  and	  
reported:	   reading	   for	   meaning	   in	   literary	  
texts,	   reading	   for	  meaning	   in	   factual	   texts,	  
textual	  devices,	  syntax	  and	  vocabulary.	  The	  
questions	   require	   students	   to	   locate,	  
identify,	   interpret,	   infer,	   and	   synthesize	  
information	  in	  and	  about	  the	  text. 

Chinese Consul General in Cebu 
Hon. Zhang Weiguo Accepts Invitation 

The	   consul	   general	   of	  
the	   People’s	   Republic	   of	  
China	   in	   Cebu,	   Honorable	  
Zhang	   Weiguo,	   has	  
responded	   positively	   to	  
the	  invitation	  of	  ISA	  Board	  
of	   Directors	   and	   its	  
president,	  Mr.	  Vicente	  Tiu,	  	  

as	   guest	   of	   honor	   during	   ISA’s	   10th	  
foundation	  day	  celebration	   in	  October.	  The	  
Chinese	   consul	   general	  will	   be	   in	   Iloilo	  City	  
to	  grace	  the	  banquet	  given	   in	  his	  honor	  on	  
20	   October,	   and	   will	   witness	   the	   cultural	  
production	   of	   the	   elementary	   and	  
secondary	   ISAers,	   “A	  Decade	   and	  Beyond”,	  
in	  the	  evening	  on	  the	  same	  day.	  	   

ISA Joins ISSA’13 Sports Competition 
A Warm Up for PRISAA in November  

Iloilo School Sports Association (ISSA) 
Sports Meet 2013 opened on 20 August. The 
event participated by some private schools 
in the city was hosted by Huasiong College 
of Iloilo. The competition is considered as a 
tune-up exercise, particularly for the 
neophytes, an exposure to gain experiences 
to prepare them for the IloPRISAA sports 
meet in November.  

ISAers joined in the basketball, 
badminton, chess, swimming and table 
tennis this year.  

Below are the winning ISAthletes:  
Table tennis -- 

elementary girls, champion: 
Chelsea Coleen Cayabyab; 
high school boys, 2nd 
runner-up: John Eduard 
Gallego, Roy Jordan Ahhi, 
Terzon Walter Capalaran, and 

Jherod Miquel Tilo; high school girls, 2nd 
runner-up, Kathleen Therese Tilos, Inder jit 
Sumal, Maria Danica Buenaflor and Pearl 
Zerrha Chiu.  

Badminton -- elementary girls doubles, 
silver:  Regine Marie Agujetas and Francine 
Nicole Limsui; elementary girls single, 
bronze: Kamila Gaye Lao; high school girls 
doubles,  silver: Nicole Casey Lao and Bea 
Marie Chang; high school boys, silver: Roy 
Jordan Ahhi and Joseph Edman Viterbo.  

Chess – elementary boys, 2nd place team 
standing: Jaren Matthew Ong and Renz 
Ghester Ang.  

Each participating school received a 
plaque of participation that indicates the 
school winnings at the awarding ceremony. 
10th ISADay Preparation Updates in graphics 

Preparation	   for	   the	   10th	   ISA	   foundation	  
day,	   mainly	   the	   two	   cultural	   productions,	  
has	   gone	   full	   blast	   since	   August.	   Below	  
shows	  ISAers	  rehearsing…	   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Xyanne 

Jon Christi 

Hon.	  Zhang	  Weiguo	  

Chelsea 
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The Scholars’ Special Issue Released 
Highlighting ISA’s Outstanding Feat       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

ISA releases a special issue of The 
Scholars last month as part of the school’s 
10th founding anniversary celebration. The 
articles and photographs portraying ISA’s 
ten progressive years are contained in the 4-
page broadsheets and circulated nationwide 
by the country’s largest Chinese daily, the 
World News, on 18 October. All written in 
Chinese and brimming with facts and 
figures, the articles in no uncertain terms 
reaffirm and authenticate the ISA 
philosophy, vision and mission. While they 
tell much of the challenges that propel ISA 
into one of the best performing schools in 
the region, the articles equally project the 
unblemished unity and uncompromising 
fortitude of the directors-founders. The 
indefatigable dedication of the forerunners 
to mold the school into a respectable 
learning institution has definitely left an 
indelible dent.      

In his message, ISA president Mr. 
Vicente Tiu stresses “At the outset, laden 
with seemingly crushing uncertainties, we 
nevertheless set off the journey. Wielding 
our newfound strength tempered with a 
spirit of dedication and will power to defy 
traditional order, we are on the verge of a 
new start. History will eventually judge us 
on how far we can turn dreams into reality.”  

The front page shows the photos of the 
many ‘first’ of ISA, and articles that pledges 
to carry on the task of molding young minds 
and transform ideals into greater 
achievements. Various data abstracted from 
sources like NAT, NCAE, HSK, 
IloPRISAA, MTAP, APSA, among others, 
unambiguously reflect ISA’s adherence to 
provide quality education to its learners, at 
the same time tell much of the future the 
school is heading to.  

ISAERS PLACED FIRST AT  
NEDA STAT COMPETITION  

Deonysius Valeen R. Chiu, Jherod Miquel 
S. Tillos, and Brian C. Yee, all from Fourth 
Year and trained by their Math facilitator 
Mr. Eddie Castronuevo, bring home the 
bacon plus the adobo in this year’s 
Statistics Competition organized by the 
National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA).  

Young statisticians of ISA experienced 
the shining moment and brought home 
another glory after winning the annual 
statistics competition held on 2 October 
2013 at Iloilo Central Elementary School. 
Fourth Year learners Deonysius Valeen R. 
Chiu, Jherod Miquel S. Tillos and Brian C. 
Yee, who joined in the annual Statistics 
competition participated in by both public 
and private schools in the Division of Iloilo 
City, won First Place. In a tight contest 
between the ISA team and the second best 
team, the ISAers succeeded in outscoring 
the contestants from eighteen schools in the 
city after answering correctly the last 
question in the difficult round. ISA beat 
Hwasiong College of Iloilo by one point 
lead. As a rule, the top three schools, ISA 
together with Hwasiong and PAREF 
Westbridge School for Boys, will represent 
Iloilo city in the Regional Statistics 
competition with the  theme “Statistics that 
matter to every Filipino” to be held at the 
NEDA office, Iloilo city on the 25th October 
2013. 

PICHE Math-Science Quiz 
ISAer’s Team Placed Third 

	  “What	   is	   the	  
Chemical	  name	  of	  a	  very	  
common	   laboratory	   acid	  
with	  a	  common	  name	  oil	  
of	  vitriol?”	  

	  With	   the	   answer	  
of	   ”Sulfuric	   Acid”,	   the	  

Ateneo	  de	  Iloilo	  team	  won	  the	  2013	  PIChe	  –
Panay	  Math	  and	  Science	  Quiz	  Bowl	  held	   at	  
the	  University	  of	  San	  Agustin	  Outside	  Court,	  
September	  19.	  

	  Following	   them	  were	   Huasiong	   College	  
of	   Iloilo	   (Ledesco)	   and	   Iloilo	   Scholastic	  
Academy	   who	   ranked	   first	   and	   second	  
runner-‐ups	   respectively.	   The	   ISA	   team	  was	  
composed	   of	   Dionysius	   Valeen	   Chiu	   and	  
Paul	  Bryan	  Buñi,	  both	  Fourth	  Year	   learners.	  
(ed.)	  

	  Sun	   Yat	   Sen	  High	   School	   and	   Iloilo	   City	  
National	   High	   School	   placed	   third	   and	  
fourth	  runner-‐ups.	  

	  The	   top	   five	   schools	   were	   determined	  
after	   three	   rounds	   of	   questions:	   the	   easy,	  
the	  moderately	  difficult,	  and	  the	  difficult.	  

Other	   competing	   schools	   include:	   Bo.	  
Obrero	  National	  High	  School,	  Iloilo	  National	  
High	   School,	   Mandurriao	   National	   High	  
School,	  SPED	  Integrated	  School,	  and	  Tiu	  Cho	  
Teg	   –	   Ana	   Ros	   Foundation	   Integrated	  
School.	  

	  “The	   event	   was	   successful	   especially	  
with	  the	  presence	  of	  six	  (6)	  new	  city	  schools	  
who	   participated.”	   Engr.	   Chamaigne	   Luz	   D.	  
Jamandre,	   President	   of	   PIChE-‐Panay,	   PIChE	  
Vice	   President	   for	   Visayas	   shared.	   (by	   Joel	  
Sastrillo,	  University	  of	  San	  Agustin)	  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

For	  four	  consecutive	  years,	  ISA	  has	  been	  one	  of	  the	  test	  
centers	   of	   HSK,	   a	   Chinese	   proficiency	   test	   simulta-‐
neously	   administered	   worldwide	   by	   the	   Office	   of	  
Chinese	   Language	   Council	   International.	   Photo	   shows	  
ISA	  high	  school	  learners	  taking	  the	  HSK	  level	  4	  (L4).	  	  	 	 

ISA	 HSK-Takers	 Level	 Up	 	 
The results of this year’s HSK were 

released in October. The matching of the 
academic levels to the HSK levels was made 
more rational this year: grade 2 learners took 
HSK L1; grades 3 and 4 took HSK L2; 
grades 5 and 6 took HSK L3. All high 
school learners took HSK L4. Encouraged 
by the uptrend of the passing percentage, 
grades 9 and 10 learners are being honed to 
take HSK L5, with some to hurdle even 
HSK L6, starting in school year 2015-16. 

Below is the results of this year’s HSK 
(excluding absentees): 57 passed in grade 2, 
constituting 93% of the actual examinees; 47 
passed in grade 3, 81%; 56 in grade 4 
passed, 82%; 14 in grade 5, 64%; 24 in 
grade 6, 92%. In high school, 8 out of 24 
grade 7 passed; 2 out of 13 grade 8 passed; 3 
out of 10 made it in third year and 8 out of 
15 passed in fourth year.         

It is safe to say that after six years of 
learning, the Chinese proficiency of an 
elementary graduating ISAer can easily 
reach HSK L3, passers at this level can 
communicate in Mandarin at a basic level in 
their daily academic or professional 
interaction. Whereas slightly more than half 
of the high school graduating ISAers are at 
HSK L4. Particularly if one is to consider 
the results of the grade 7, the first batch to 
be under the reformed Chinese curriculum, 
where one-third of the examinees managed 
to hurdle HSK L4. Given another 3 to 5 
years, the goal of ISA for the grade 10 
learners to eventually close the gap between 
HSK L4 and L5 is quite tenable.     

Chinese Consul General Zhang Weiguo 
Joins School Community at ISA Day 
Chinese	   consul	   general	   in	   Cebu,	   Hon.	  

Zhang	  Weiguo,	  arrived	  in	  Iloilo	  from	  Bacolod	  
at	   10	   am	  on	   20	  October	   to	   grace	   the	   ISA’s	  
10th	   founding	   anniversary	   celebration.	   Mr.	  
Vicente	   Tiu,	   ISA	   directors,	   faculty	   and	  
learners	   welcomed	   the	   consul	   general	   at	  
the	  Iloilo	  pier.	  Due	  to	  the	  strong	  tremor	  that	  
hit	   Cebu,	   the	   consul	   general	   would	   have	  
cancelled	  his	  appointment	  had	  it	  not	  for	  the	  
insistence	  of	  the	  ISA	  directors	  who	  talked	  it	  
out	   with	   him	   in	   Cebu,	   but	   not	   without	   its	  
toll,	  the	  consul	  came	  without	  his	  entourage.	  	  	  

	  	  	  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
Consul	   General	   Zhang	   Weiguo	   congratulates	   the	  
performers	  of	  the	  cultural	  show	  “A	  Decade	  &	  Beyond” 
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ISA MATH TEAM 2ND IN PRISAA 

ISA high school Math team placed 
second at the 48th Iloilo Private Schools 
Sports Association Meet. The math 
competition was held at Central Philippine 
University in November 2013. The ISA team 
is composed of 4th year learners, Dionysius 
Valeen Chiu, Paul Bryan Buñi and Jay Nolan 
Alonsabe. 

More than 30 private schools joined in 
this event this year. ISA was the only school 
garnered a perfect score in the ‘moderately 
difficult’ round, eliciting a big wide WOW 
from the coaches of other schools.   

ISAthetes Remain Formidable  
@ 48th PRISAA Individual Events 

Iloilo Private School Athletic 
Association Meet (IloPRISAA) 2013-2014, 
hosted by Central Philippine University 
(CPU), was held from November 20 to 29. 
The private school meet was not limited to 
sports events, it includes academic, literary 
and cultural contests as well.  

ISA participated in the following sports 
events this year: Basketball, Badminton, 
Chess, Swimming, Table tennis and Track 
and field.  

Below is the list of the winning 
ISAthletes: 

 Badminton Elementary girls Kamila 
Gaye Lao and Francine Nicole Limsui won 
bronze. Badminton High School girls Nicole 
Casey Lao and Jea Siver Bulls Amper won 
silver. Chess Elementary girls won 3rd Place 
in Team standing with Cherrise Hope Gomez 
and Ma. Geraldine Palomar as members. 
Furthermore, Cherrise Hope Gomez won 
first place in the Chess Elementary girls  
Single. Table Tennis Elementary girls won 
3rd place in Team Standing with Chelsea 
Coleen Cayabyab, Erika Denise Te, Jennifer 
Erica Chankingwai and Maraya Nicole 
Tubar as members. Table Tennis High 
School girls won 3rd place in team standing 
with Marione Nicole Lim, Kathleen Therese 
Tilos, Pearl Zerrha Chiu, Maria Danica 
Buenaflor and Inder jit Sumal as members. 
Track and Field Elementary girls Chelsea 
Coleen Cayabyab won 1st place in Triple 
jump and 3rd place in Long jump. Angela 
Paredes 1st Place in Shot put and 3rd Place in 
discus throw. Track and Field Elementary 
boys Vince Pierson Apologista won 1st place 
in Long jump and 2nd place in Triple jump; 
Ylesar Rood Bebit 1st place in Triple jump 
and 3rd place in Long jump; Ron Josef 
Magarzo 2nd place in discus throw, 3rd place 
in 800 m run and 3rd place 1500m run. Track 
and Field High School girls Marivie 
Cordero garnered a bronze medal. 
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Jemimah	   won	   first	   place	   both	   in	   English	   declamation	  
and	   oration;	   Joshua	   won	   first	   place	   in	   English	  
extemporaneous	   speaker	   at	   the	   48th	   Iloilo	   PRISAA	  
Competition	  held	  at	  Central	  Philippine	  University	  	  	  	  
ISAers Dominate PRISAA LITERARY 
Won 3 Gold & 1 Silver in Public Speaking 

Iloilo Scholastic Academy grabbed most 
of the limelight at the 48th Iloilo Private 
Schools Athletic Association meet 
(IloPRISAA) Literary Contest held at 
Central Philippine University Rose 
Memorial Auditorium on 20 November 
2013. With more rigorous preparation this 
year, Jemimah Juantong of 4th Year was 
proclaimed the champion of two major 
public speaking events: Declamation and 
Oration. What's more, Joshua David Terania 
of the Grade 7 was also declared champion 
in the Extemporaneous Speaking Contest. 

In addition, Grade 4 learner Elijah 
Patrick Pelaez proves that size and gender 
doesn’t matter at all when it comes to 
eloquence and charm in public speaking as 
he won second place in Declamation – 
elementary level.      

Age Matters 
A man is said to come of age at 21. 

Unfortunately for the schools, the line is 
not as clear-cut. A year old neophyte is 
expected to perform just as well as, if not 
better than, those century-old, well-rooted 
schools, and cannot hide behind the 
mantle of minority and claim impunity in 
case of breach. This seems logically 
unfair. Yet that is what is happening in 
real life. After all a child enrolled in a 
young school is supposed to just have as 
much right as the other studying in an old 
school. This certainly is morally fair. Now 
you can just imagine the complexity a 
school has to face in her early years, more 
so in this hi-tech era, where expectation is 
high, competition is stiff, everything is 
expensive, survival is the rule of the day. 

ISA has a first hand experience of the 
above, and from hindsight, one can’t help 
but wonder how she managed to surmount 
obstacles with grace, surpassed the most 
optimistic expectations, and to a great 
extent emerged victorious. Victorious in 
the sense that she has indisputably earned 
the respect and admiration of many in and 
outside the academe in a span of 10 years. 

Though ISA never once used age as an 
excuse to justify a mistake, age certainly 
matters. It is not hard to see a sea wide of 
difference by simply comparing the first 
and the tenth year of ISA. That ISA has 
matured through the years is true, but she 
seems has come of age since her inception.  

 10th ISA Day Preschool Rendition 
THE SOUND OF CHILDHOOD 

“This is the best performance of the ISA 
preschool kids I’ve ever witnessed, the 
execution and the show itself were 
impressive.” This is the observation of a 
mother, who has her two children now 
enrolled at ISA, after watching The Sound of 
Childhood staged at the auditorium of 
Colegio de San Jose on 18 October. 

Most of those who have seen the 
production would not likely to dispute the 
claim of that parent. Behind the scene 
though, we have seen the force that made 
The Sound of Childhood a successful and 
memorable one: the commendable efforts of 
the preschool facilitators under the overall 
direction of Ms. Li Xiaoli, a veteran teacher 
from China, the lavish moral and financial 
support coming from the parents, and the 
admirable patience displayed by the adorable 
children who often have to repeat the same 
step until achieving mastery. Months of 
preparations, rehearsals and nonetheless 
anxieties have paid off.  

The Sound of Childhood was another 
occasion for ISA to flex its muscles. The full 
house auditorium aptly demonstrates the 
point ISA’s progress has reached, the 
organizational skills of the administration 
and faculty, and the clout the school has 
painstakingly been nurturing. Below are 
some of the scenes taken during the show… 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

The children present ISA President Mr. Vicente Tiu a 
bouquet at the finale, a gesture expressing their respect 
and gratitude to Mr. Tiu and to all the men and women 
who have given so much of their time, resources and 
efforts in building their school - ISA - that offers them 
an ideal place to learn, to play and to succeed.      
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ISAers extend help to Yolanda Victims  
By:	Dionysius	Valeen	Chiu	(4th	Year	Rizal)	

ISAers extended help to the survivors of 
the devastating Typhoon Haiyan, locally 
termed as Yolanda, at the Municipality of 
Ajuy last 17 November 2013. The relief 
operation was in partnership with JCI 
Regatta and JCI Iloilo in rebuilding homes, 
distributing goods, facilitating games, and 
feeding program to about 500 victims.   

The school sent ISA Learner Council 
officers: Selina Trimañez, Kevin 
Valderamma, Roy Ahhi, Jherod Tilos, 
Eduard Gallego, Toni Chavez, Corinne 
Casio, Quennie Ajayi, Dionysius Valeen 
Chiu, Aaron Babayen-on, and Chloe 
Cayabyab; three Third Year learners: Eric 
Lee, John Ryan Violeta, and Jason 
Sobrevega; ISALC advisers, Sir Gomer 
Nuñez, and Ma’am Mae Ramoran; two 
facilitators: Ma’am Justine Aguirre, and 
Ma’am Kris April Dinero. An ISA alumna 
Trisha Chavez also was with the group. 

According to Chloe Cayabyab, the PIO 
of ISALC, “It was such a great experience! 
This experience opened my eyes wider to 
what’s happening around me.” 

ISA distributed water, canned goods, rice, 
soap, used clothing and other basic needs to 
three barangays. After the activities, the 
volunteers took pictures with the survivors. 

Quennie Ajayi, Vice President of the 
ISALC, the committee in-charge of this 
project remarked, “At least, we made their 
lives a little bit better.” 

The Chavez Family sponsored the food 
for the feeding program of few residents and 
accommodated the volunteers. 

Jason Sobrevega gratefully commented 
on the event, “It’s really nice when you help 
without expecting any in return.”    

FIRE DRILL     
  9 December 2014 
   1410H  

 
 
 
 
 
           

Fire drill and earthquake drill have now 
become so institutionalized at ISA that 
learners and facilitators need not be informed 
beforehand, yet be able to react at the first 
second the alarm system is set off and 
orderly left the classrooms, following the 
pre-assigned ‘escape’ route until each and 
everyone has ‘safely’ reached the designated 
evacuation area. Though the learners would 
soon realize that this is but another round of 
‘drill’, the giggling, running have 
substantially been minimized such that the 
whole exercise somehow has the semblance 
of the ‘real thing’ – God forbid. 

8th PRISSAAP English Festival   
Thirteen ISAers Won Awards 
Various	 schools	 in	 Iloilo	 City	

participated	 in	 the	 8th	 PRISSAAP	 English	
Language	 Festival	 held	 at	 Huasiong		
College	 of	 Iloilo	 –	 Ledesco	 Campus	 on	 5	
December	 2013	 with	 the	 theme,	 “Youth	
Empowerment	 through	 Leadership,	
Sports,	and	Enviromental	Advocacies”.	

Besting	 other	 participants	 in	 the	
writing	contests	were	Kayla	Antonie	Velez	
–	champion,	on-the-spot	poem	writing	and	
Shayla	 Iyesa	 Sy,	 second	 in	 Editorial	
Writing	 for	 the	 elementary.	 For	 the	 high	
school,	 Jasper	 Robert	 Pigason	 bagged	
second	place	for	the	Essay	Writing	contest	
as	 well	 as	 Patricia	 Bianca	 Soriano	 in	 the	
on-the-spot	 poem	 writing	 while	 Janna	
Marie	Go	placed	third	in	Editorial	Writing.	

Speller	 Mark	 Lester	 Kuan	 for	 the	
elementary	placed	third,	while	high	school	
speller	Zeth	Rodario	Bebit	placed	second.	

As	 they	 dominated	 the	 stage	 contests,	
ISAers	 shone	 the	 brightest	 in	 Individual	
Storytelling	 where	 Althea	 Lorraine	 Jules	
Servano	 grabbed	 the	 gold,	 joining	 her	
were	Elijah	Patrick	Pelaez	in	Declamation,	
and	 Joelian	 Marie	 Dolendo	 in		
Interpretative	 Reading	 in	 the	 elementary	
category.	Joining	the	batch	are	high	school	
learners	 Pauline	 Sharry	 Tiu	 who	 bagged	
the	 second	 place	 in	 Oral	 Interpretation;	
Nicole	 Casey	 Lao	 champion	 in	
declamation;	and	Jemimah	Anne	Juantong	
champion	in	oration.	

“It’s	 incredible	 how	 ISA	 learners	
outshined	 other	 contestants	 especially	 in	
the	 public	 speaking	 contests.	 I	 was	
literally	 having	 goosebumps	 while	 I	
watched	 them	 performed,”	 commented	
one	parent.		

The	annual	event	is	not	only	an	avenue	
for	 learners	 to	 hone	 their	 abilities	 in	
writing	and	public	speaking,	it	also	fosters	
the	 sense	of	 camaraderie,	 leadership,	 and	
sportsmanship	among	the	participants.	  
10th ISA Christmas Gift-giving  
ISA celebrated the yuletide season with 

the families of San Rafael, Mandurriao, last 
22 December 2013. ISAers actively took part 
in making the Gift Giving Program a 
success. Learners from Pre-school to high 
school whole heartedly gave their share for 
the said event. A hundred families received 
gift packs containing groceries, toys for the 
children and clothes. The Learners Council 
also prepared games, prizes, and snacks that 
really made the families enjoy. The program 
taught the ISAers that there truly is 
happiness that comes from the abundance of 
the heart in giving. Indeed one must strive to 
be a blessing to others in his or her own way. 

	
 
 
                             
A group of ISA high school football enthusiasts formed 
their (unofficial) team and started their training in 
December 2013 with the help of Coach ‘Boy’ Hautea, 
the football instructor of Grades 1 to 3 ISA learners.    

7 ISAers Top MTAP Math Challenge 
Eighteen	 Iloilo	 Scholastic	 Academy	

elementary	 math	 contestants	 from	 grade	
one	 to	 grade	 six	 joined	 the	 2014	
Metrobank-MTAP-DepEd	 Math-Challenge	
Elementary	 Individual	 (Elimination)	
category	on	16	January	2014	held	at	Iloilo	
Central	Elementary	School.		

This	 year	 more	 than	 30	 public	 and	
private	schools	in	the	division	of	Iloilo	City	
joined	 the	 MTAP	 Math	 Challenge,	
considered	 as	 the	 biggest	 annual	 math	
event	 in	 the	 country.	 The	 young	 ISAers	
stood	 out	 among	 more	 than	 a	 hundred	
participants	in	their	respective	levels.		

The	 seven	 ISAers	 who	 garnered	 the	
top	 three	 places	 in	 their	 respective	 levels	
are	 as	 follows:	 Grade	1	 -	 Julia	 Alessandra	
Ang	 (2nd	 Place,	 3rd	 Honors)	 and	 Shana	
Camille	Tiampong	 (3rd	Place,	3rd	Honors);	
Grade	2	-	Sean	Dominic	Yap	(1st	Place,	2nd	
Honors)	and	Jacques	Simon	Timtiman	(2nd	
Place,	 2nd	 Honors);	 Grade	 3	 -	 Ashley	
Gabrielle	Sy	(3rd	Place,	3rd	Honors);	Grade	
5	-	Donna	Kim	(3rd	Honors)	and	Grade	6	-	
Maxine	Chan	(3rd	Honors).	

Elementary	 ISAers	 in	 all	 levels	 are	
qualified	to	the	team	finals.		

A Decade and Beyond 
ISA	10th	founding	anniversary	production	

A Decade and Beyond	 jointly staged by the 
elementary and high school learners was 
another grand musical and dance epic after 
the previous equally successful musicals, the 
Classicism and the Fusion of the East and 
West. It was shown on 20 October 2013 at 
the University of San Agustin Auditorium 
and graced by more than a thousand 
spectators, including the Chinese Consul 
General in Cebu, Hon. Zhang Weiguo, and 
all the members of the ISA Board of 
Directors. Receiving a unanimous 
recognition at the end of the 2-hour 
uninterrupted display of grace and vigor, it  
boasts of a widescreen LED backdrop that 
enhances the elegance of the performance. 

     
	
decisions for adjustments in lesson 

pacing are made to maximize learning and to 
ultimately produce majority of the learners 
equipped with mathematical skills they need 
to continue to excel in the tertiary 
institutions they will enter. 

 

 

(I’m not sure with 

the term 

“centralized” sir.) 
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Y4 Math Team 2nd @ MTAP Team Final 
The tandem of Paul Bryan Buñi and 

Dionysius Valeen Chiu as our 4th Year’s bet 
in the most awaited 2014 MTAP Team Finals 
has proven to be effective, though regrettably 
the two missed their last chance to beat the 
formidable Philippine Science High School 
math team before going to college. The 
MTAP – Math challenge for high school was 
held last 31 January 2014 at the Iloilo 
Central Elementary School.  

ISA 4th Year math team was one of the 12 
team finalists qualified to compete. After the 
usual three rounds, ISA was declared 2nd 
place next only to Philippine Science High 
School. Huasiong College of Iloilo won 3rd 
place, followed by Ateneo de Iloilo and U.P. 
High School, which placed 4th and 5th 
respectively. 

Two weeks prior to the team finals, in the 
Individual (Elimination) round held on 17 
January 2014, Dionysius Valeen Chiu won 
Third Place. Moreover, the 3rd Year and 4th 
Year ISA Teams composed of Nicole Casey 
Lao and Marion Nicole Lim (3rd Year) and 
Dionysius Valeen Chiu and Paul Bryan Buṅi 
were qualified to compete in the team finals.     

Fourth Year Dionysius Chiu 2nd in 
UPV Regional Math Competition 

The UPV–Interschool Regional Math 
Competition was held at the University of 
the Philippines in January 2014. ISA 4th year 
learner, Dionysius Valeen R. Chiu, who in 
the regional – UPV interschool Math Quiz 
Bee beat all participants across region six, 
among those were participants representing 
the Philippine Science High School. 
Unfortunately, this time the contestant from 
Negros Occidental Science High School 
managed to overpower Dionysius’ 
mathematical strength.  

There were 21 participants joined in the 
said competition. The competition was 
sponsored by the Mathematics Circle of the 
University of the Philippines in the Visayas. 
Dionysius Valeen R. Chiu, who won second 
place followed by the contestants from 
Philippine Science High School after the 
usual three rounds, made another dent in the 
regional mathematics competition.  
Juantong, Terania Ascend in Integrated 2014 
Once	   more,	   ISA	   takes	   in	   more	   pride	  

and	   prestige	   in	   public	   speaking	   as	   she	  
continually	   pursues	   greater	   feats	   in	   the	  
recently	   conducted	   Iloilo	   School	   Sports	  
Council	   (ISSC)	   Integrated	   Meet	   on	   15	  
January	   2014.	   	   Jemimah	   Anne	   Juantong,	  
for	   the	   second	   time,	   clutches	   the	  
championship	   medal	   in	   Declamation	   –	  
secondary	  level.	  	  She	  further	  laments	  over	  
the	  exclusion	  of	  the	  Oratorical	  Contests	  in	  
ISSC	  Meet,	  for	  a	  couple	  of	  years	  now,	  since	  
she	  might	  have	  been	  equally	  successful,	   if	  
ever	  there	  is	  one.	  

In	   the	   same	   manner,	   Joshua	   David	  
Terania,	   ISA’s	   Extemporaneous	   speaker,	  
emerges	   as	   the	   2nd	   Place	   Winner	   of	   the	  
said	  contest.	  

Seven	   contestants	   coming	   from	   the	  
various	  districts	  of	  Iloilo	  province	  and	  the	  
city	  vie	   for	   the	  different	   stage	   contests	   in	  
West	   Visayas	   State	   University	   Cultural	  
Center.	  

8th PRISSAAP Eng. Festival Prov. Level  
ISAers Won Five Gold and One Silver 

Continuing the streak for victory, ISAers 
continue to perform best in the 8th 
PRISSAAP English Language Festival –
Provincial Level held at Iloilo National High 
School on 22 January 2014. 

Joining the Division of Iloilo City are 
participants coming from the Province of 
Iloilo and Passi City to determine who can 
best represent the province in the upcoming 
regional meet of the said event. 

Proving their worth in the elementary 
contests are ISAers Elijah Patrick Pelaez, 
Joelian Marie Dolendo, and Kayla Antonie 
Velez who were champions of Declamation, 
Interpretative Reading, and on-the-spot 
Poem Writing respectively. Althea Lorraine 
Jules placed second in the Storytelling. 

Representatives for high school contests 
Nicole Casey Lao and Jemimah Anne 
Juantong were declared the champions as 
well in the declamation and oration contests. 

“It is a glorious day and ISAers have 
once again proved that they are indeed the 
best,” Ms. Floralie Inayan-Lacuesta 
mentioned as the learners reap their awards. 

The champions in various events will 
advance to the regional meet scheduled on 
20 February 2014 at the Iloilo Grand Hotel. 

AMC Awarding Held at WVSU 
The Mathematics Trainers’ Guild of the 

Philippines, commissioned by Australian 
Mathematics Trust, administered the 
Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC) 
on 1 August 2013 at ISA. Forty–nine ISAers 
from Grade 3 to 4th Year took part and 
twenty of them received awards.  

The awarding ceremony was held at West 
Visayas State University on 24 January. 4th 
Year learner Paul Byan Buñi and Grade 3 
learner Byung Ha Kang received the 
Distinction Award (awarded to learners who got 
higher score than 85% but lower than 2% of the takers). 
Five other G3 learners, Anthony Andrei Tan, 
Josemari Antonio Ang, Keesha Franchina 
Marie Cajandig, Charlize Esha Tiu, and 
Ashley Gabrielle Sy, received the Credit 
Awards (awarded to learners who got higher than 50% 
but lower than 15% of the takers). 

Mikel Kendrick Tiu and Timothy Brian 
Tiu of G4, Joelian Marie Dolendo and 
Audrey Marie Jamboy of G5, Maxine Chan 
and Jeremiah Jedd Juantong of G6, Sheirese 
Ira Sy, Alvin Lyndon Sy, Xyanne Alex 
Andreinne Bocol, and Dorothy Kirsten Tiu 
of G7, and Dionysius Valeen R. Chiu, Roy 
Jordan Ahhi and Alyssa Faith Rivero of Y4 
were also given the Credit Awards. For the 
second time, Paul Byan Buñi received the 
Prudence Award for having the highest 
number of consecutive correct responses.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

As Chinese New Year is just around the 
corner, the bulletin boards of each classroom 
are beginning to be adorned with colorful 
decors and artistic Chinese-style designs, 
mostly with horses occupying the prominent 
spots, clearly signifying the ushering in of 
the Year of the Wooden Horse.   
ISA Mentors and Learners Welcome 
the Chinese Lunar Year of the Horse  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
Upon	  the	  invitation	  of	  the	  Chinese	  New	  Year	  
Cultural	   Association,	   ISA	   executive	   Director	  
together	   with	   representatives	   from	   the	  
facilitators	  and	  learners	  joined	  the	  leaders	  of	  
various	   Chinese-‐Filipino	   associations	   in	  
witnessing	   the	   opening	   of	   the	   week-‐long	  
Chinese	  New	  Year	  celebration	  on	  28	  January	  
at	  SM	  City	  Iloilo.	  The	  above	  photo	  was	  taken	  
minutes	  before	  the	  opening	  ceremony.	  

Under	  the	  guidance	  of	  their	  mentors,	  the	  
ISAers	  were	  able	   to	  produce	  a	  whole	   set	  of	  
Chinese	   cultural	   presentation	   which	   were	  
staged	   successively	   at	   Bo.	   Obrero	   National	  
High	   School	   (BONHS)	   and	   SM	   City	   Iloilo	   in	  
the	   morning	   and	   afternoon	   on	   31	   January.	  
Selected	   numbers	   of	   performance	   were	  
shown	   during	   the	   cultural	   show	   in	   the	  
evening	   of	   31	   January	   at	   Plazoleta	   Gay,	  
Iznart	   Street.	   Below	   are	   the	   two	   photos	  
taken	  at	  SM	  City	  Iloilo	  and	  BONHS.	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

The	   Fan	   Dance	   and	   the	   Cane	   Dance	   were	  
two	   of	   the	   most	   applauded	   numbers.	   The	  
former	   is	  composed	  of	  selected	  high	  school	  
girls,	   while	   the	   performers	   of	   the	   Cane	  
Dance	  are	   chosen	   from	   the	  Grades	  1	  and	  2	  
classes.	  	  
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MTAP Elementary Team Finals  
ISA G1, G2 & G5 are Top Three 	  

The Division Team Finals of MetroBank-
MTAP-DepEdMath Challenge Elementary 
Level was held on 30 January 2014 at Iloilo 
Central Elementary School.  

Grade 1 team Julia Alessandra Ang and 
Shana Camille Tiampong ranked 3rd place. 
Sean Dominic Yap and Jacques Simon 
Timtiman of the grade 2 team got 2nd place, 
and Grade 5 team Donna Kim and Joelian 
Marie Dolendo won 3rd place. Winners were 
given certificates, medals and cash prizes. 

Math Challenge elementary category 
showcased the mathematical skills and 
abilities of grade 1 to grade 6 learners who 
competed in their respective levels. The 
challenge consisted of solving complex 
mathematical problems within 15 seconds 
using mental calculation and another round 
of 30-second and one-minute questions using 
pen and paper calculation.  

	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Grade 2 team members Shana Camille and 
Julia Alessandra with their coach Ms. 
Dannisa Prader at the awarding ceremony.   
MTAP Math Challenge HS Team Finals  
ISA G7, Y4 Won 2nd; G8 & Y3 in Top 5 

Our record shows at least two ISA 
secondary math teams had managed to be at 
the top three in MTAP in the last five years. 
If we are to believe in trending, then both the 
Grade 7 and 4th Year math teams which made 
it to the second this year would not come as 
a surprise. Grade 8 and 3rd Year were fourth 
and fifth place, respectively. Though this 
somehow fall short of our expectation, still 
quite impressive a feat. The competition was 
held on 31 January 2014 at Iloilo Central 
Elementary School. 

The Grade 7 team is composed of Alvin 
Lyndon Sy and Janna Marie Go with their 
facilitator-trainer Ms. Sarah Jane Bendol, 
and the seniors are Deonysius Valeen Chiu 
and Paul Bryan Buñi who are trained by their 
math facilitator Mr. Eddie Castronuevo. 

School year 2013-2014 is destined to 
end with our Math whizzing with flying 
colors. This impression is not merely derived 
from the many awards ISA math teams of 
various levels have been reaping this year, it 
was also anchored on the results of this 
year’s APSA math evaluation. 

Take the case of MetroBank-MTAP-
DepED Math Challenge, from the almost 
zero survival rate in the first three long years 
since ISA joined the said competition to 
steadily and triumphantly struggling its way 
to become one of the very few consistent top 
contending schools, ISA math quest has 
clearly gone a long way.    	  

8th English Regional Festival 
A Clean Sweep for ISA 

 
 

 
 
 
       

      Jemimah	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Nicole	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Elijah	    
The Department of Education and Private 

Secondary School Administrators 
Association of the Philippines (PRISAAP) 
8th English Language Festival (ELF) 
Regional Level ends auspiciously for Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy on 20 February 2014  in 
Grand Hotel.   

Jemimah Juantong, from her grand slam 
championship awards in IloPRISAAP and 
ELF Division and Provincial Levels in 
Declamation and Oratorical Contests, once 
again comes out on top as first place in 
Oration (Secondary Level). Along with 
Juantong are definitely and equally the top 
performer in her own contest: Nicole Casey 
Lao of the Third Year also gets the first place 
in Declamation (Secondary Level). And of 
course, Elijah Patrick Pelaez of the Grade 4 
makes the cut above the rest, as he obtains 
also the first place in Declamation 
(Elementary level). 

These victories are proofs that ISAers 
can consistently stand out specially in the 
field of public speaking.   

Kho Shou Artists Visit ISA 
Conduct Art Forum & Demo 

Ten members of the renowned Kho Shou 
Art Club headed by Mr. Wong Shui Loong 
and Mr. Manuel Ki Wah Ko visit ISA on 8 
February to conduct an art forum for the ISA 
art enthusiasts. After which they did on-the-
spot demo on portrait sketching and still life 
painting.  

The Manila-based Kho Shou artists, 
some of whom are members of the Art 
Association of the Philippines, were warmly 
received by the ISA administrators, faculty 
and learners. Invited local artists, college art 
teachers and students also came to meet and 
exchange ideas with them.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Above: Mr. Wong Shui Loong delivering a 
talk during the forum; below: Kho Shou 
artists doing on-the-spot portrait sketching.    

An Account on Grade 1 Fieldtrip 
Going on field trips was among the 

activities being held towards the end of the 
school year. The glimmering looks of the 
Special and Regular Grade 1 learners filled 
the hallway of ISA in the morning of 
February 17. Everyone was eager to go to 
the first list on the itinerary. To avoid 
overcrowding at the site, the two groups 
went though the opposite route. So while the 
Special Grade 1 was exploring the historical 
library of CPU, the Regular Grade 1 went on 
kneading clays to make different ornamental 
pots in The Pottery Making of Hibao-an, 
Pavia. 

Aside from the two places just 
mentioned, both groups visited, at different 
time, the Science Centrum located in Iloilo 
National High School, the Orchard Valley of 
Tigum in Pavia, Pizza Hut in Robinsons, and 
the Coca Cola Bottlers in Ungka.  

While children were overwhelmed by 
the different science experiments at the 
Science Centrum, and after a short travel, 
they observed and learn to appreciate the 
raising of livestock, the growing of 
vegetables and fruits in the rural community.  

The kids were much delighted to have 
the managers himself telling them a story, 
treating them with games and prizes before 
starting to make their own pizza at the Pizza 
Huts. And quite elated to be served with a 
bottle of Coke free at the Coca Cola plant.  

At the library of CPU they were 
introduced to different famous people and 
events that had frozen in time.  And in 
Orchard Valley of Tigum in Pavia, 
everything all of a sudden came to life…the 
feeding of the cows and observing how 
earthworms made fertilizer in the soil… 

The children had most of the fun 
reserved for the Pottery Making in Hibao-an, 
Pavia. So engrossed in designing their own 
pots that they didn’t mind if their shirts or 
their hands got soiled. With their close 
encounter with all the economic and social 
realities, hopefully they were able to 
discover something new and worthwhile.  
ISAers Read 20084 Books in 1 Yr.  
1st in Books Read/Grader in SRC  

ISAers read an aggregate of 20,084 
books this school year. This figure is almost 
three times that of last school year, which 
stands at 7447, catapulting ISA to 2nd place 
in the 2014 Scholastic Readers Cup (200-500 
student population category), next to St. Paul 
College Balayan, which has an aggregate of 
21,454 books read.  

However, in the category of ‘Average 
Books Read per Child’ in the Grade School 
Department, ISA won first place with an 
average of 64 books read per learner, ahead 
of the second placer, St. Paul College 
Balayan, by an average of 9 books per child. 

Taken both the Grade and High School 
Departments into account, ISA placed third 
in the average books read per learner. ISA 
scored 51 books. The first and second 
placers scored 63 and 53, respectively.  

The awarding is set on 26 July 2014 at 
Rockwell Tent, Makati City. 


