
FURNACE   COMMUNITY   SCIO   MINUTES   29/08/2019.  
 
Present    -   Karen   Baird(Chair)Elaine   Polanski(Treasurer)Val   Whale,Sharon   Mcinness,Andy  
Henderson,Gill   Telfer(Secretary)Carol   Watt.  
 
Also   Present    -   Lynda   Syed,Phil   Whale,Margaret   Macintyre,Ruth   Tott.  
 
Apologies    -   Richard   Polanski.  
 
Minutes   of   last   meeting    -   Approved  
 
Matters   arising    -   Graham   Larkin   has   agreed   to   a   meeting   regarding   the   replacement   of   the  
fence   at   the   rear   of   the   hall.As   the   mesh   fences   don’t   belong   to   Fyne   Homes   they   can   be  
removed   and   replaced.The   boundary   plans   and   deeds   will   need   to   be   looked   at   before   the  
meeting   which   will   hopefully   be   held   next   week.  
Repairs   are   needed   to   be   carried   out   to   the   area   at   the   bus   stop.  
 
Treasurer’s   Report    -   Current   year   balances   -   Bank   balance   -   £6,505.57   -   Cash   balance   -  
£445.08   -   Bowls   club   balance   -   £282.40   -   Old   folks   balance   -   £1,168.93   -   Youth   club   balance  
0.00   -   SCIO   Free   balance   £5,499.32  
A   cheque   for   £500.00   has   very   generously   been   given   from   SLOY   towards   the   cost   of   the  
village   Christmas   Lights.  
 
An   Suidhe   Windfarm   Fund    -   The   closing   date   for   grant   applications   is   7th   October  
2019.Andy   suggested   that   after   the   community   receiving   such   a   huge   grant   last   year   toward  
the   community   shop   and   bungalow   buyout   that   a   maximum   amount   of   £5,000.00   should   be  
applied   for,this   was   agreed.Some   suggestions   put   forward   for   grants   were   fencing,tables   and  
chairs   for   the   rear   of   the   hall.Also   an   awning   which   may   require   planning   permission.Lynda  
will   apply   for   grants   to   begin   buying   equipment   for   the   green   gym.This   would   be   for   children  
and   adults.Andy   will   look   at   the   various   categories.The   costing   of   these   applications   is  
crucial   and   also   some   input   of   costs   from   the   community   would   be   very   helpful   in   gaining  
grants.  
 
 
Social   Committee    -   The   annual   Furnace   Gala   Weekend,held   between   the   16th-18th   August  
was   a   resounding   success   and   raised   a   great   amount   of   money   which   will   be   used   toward  
the   Old   Folks   Christmas   Party   and   Christmas   Lighting   for   the   village.Thank   you   to   everyone  
that   helped   to   organise   it   and   to   all   that   came   along   and   supported   the   events.The   Round  
Table   again   gave   us   a   wonderful   evening   and   raised   a   lot   of   money   for   the   village.  
David   and   Cindy   are   arranging   a   children’s   Halloween   Party   on   Saturday   26th   October.There  
may   also   be   a   party   for   adults   on   the   same   evening.  
Many   suggestions   were   put   forward   for   entertainment   in   the   bar   and   hall   for   Friday  
night’s.These   included   film   night’s   and   whist   drives   and   could   include   take   away   food   from  
the   shop.  
The   Furnace   Quiz   night’s   resume   on   Friday   6th   September   at   7.30   pm   and   Family   Bingo   will  
be   held   on   Friday   27th   September   at   7.30   pm.  



Sharon   will   source   and   price   up   the   Christmas   light’s   and   the   switch   on   will   be   held   on  
Saturday   November   30th.Therefore   the   Christmas   tree   will   need   to   be   in   place   with   light’s  
mounted   no   later   than   Friday   29th   November.Billy   McShane   will   be   approached   to   do   the  
switch   on.After   the   switch   on   there   will   be   mulled   wine,hot   chocolate,mince   pies   and  
gingerbread   served   in   the   hall.Anyone   wishing   to   help   with   this   event   would   be   very   much  
appreciated.  
Breedon   have   stated   that   they   will   contribute   toward   the   Christmas   party   which   is   very   much  
appreciated.  
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE   AND   INFORMATION   EXCHANGE   -   Thank   you   to   Donald   McNeil  
for   securing   a   cheque   for   £500.00   from   SLOY   toward   the   village   light’s.Elaine   will   write   and  
thank   him   for   this.  
It   has   been   decided   to   plant   a   flowering   cherry   tree   from   the   community   to   honour   Roddy  
McLeod   who   has   served   the   village   so   well   for   many   years.Billy   will   be   asked   to   choose   and  
plant   the   tree.The   ceremony   will   take   place   on   Sunday   17th   November   from   11.30   am  
onwards.This   will   be   followed   by   tea   and   coffee   in   the   hall   and   the   church   choir   will   be   asked  
if   they   would   sing.The   Community   Council   will   cover   the   costs   of   this.  
 
Elaine   will   be   looking   into   the   fees   and   conditions   of   the   Furnace   website   retainer.  
 
Ruth   suggested   hiring   out   the   hall   kitchen   to   outside   parties   as   this   could   raise   money   and  
make   good   use   of   it.Lynda   said   that   Business   Gateway   would   suggest   that   anyone   wishing  
to   hire   it   come   to   us.  
 
 
  SHOP   COMMUNITY   BUYOUT   UPDATE   -   Andy,Karen   and   Gill   attended   a   meeting   with  
David   and   Cindy   on   Friday   23rd   August   to   discuss   their   experiences   to   date,plans   for   the  
future   and   repair   and   maintenance   issues   which   the   SCIO   as   landlords   need   to   be   aware   of.  
 
ITEMS   DISCUSSED.  
 
There   is   to   be   a   plaque   hung   in   the   shop   to   acknowledge   our   funders.This   is   being   produced  
by   Midton   Acrylics,Lochgilphead.There   were   2   options   and   it   was   agreed   that   the   black  
acrylic   one   as   opposed   to   a   wooden   was   the   best   option.  
 
David   and   Cindy   have   spent   a   considerable   amount   of   money   fitting   an   appropriately  
equipped   kitchen   with   extractor   fan   They   began   serving   hot   food   and   takeaways   on   Saturday  
24th   August   which   was   a   great   success   and   very   much   appreciated   by   all.They   have  
extended   their   opening   hours   on   Friday’s   and   Saturday’s   until   9   pm.They   also   intend   to   apply  
for   an   extension   to   the   licensing   hours   on   these   days.  
 
Having   waited   very   patiently   David   has   now   been   notified   of   his   training   dates   and   will   go   to  
Perth   at   the   beginning   of   September   (David   has   to   pay   for   the   training).Subsequent   training  



will   take   place   in   the   shop.Mike   is   to   come   back   on   6th   September   to   sign   off   as   sub-  
postmaster.  
David   and   Cindy   intend   to   move   into   the   bungalow   themselves   in   the   near   future.  
 
REPAIRS   AND   MAINTENANCE   NEEDED.  
 
BUNGALOW   -   The   boiler   needs   to   be   serviced.David   will   arrange   for   the   WATTS   to   do   this  
and   the   SCIO   will   pay   the   bill.Also   the   meter   needs   to   be   checked   and   David   will   ask   Martin  
Wilson   to   see   to   this   and   again   the   SCIO   will   pay   the   bill.  
 
SHOP   -   Gravel   is   needed   for   the   shop   frontage,however   the   SCIO   think   that   tar   would   be   a  
better   option.  
 
BUNGALOW   AND   SHOP   -   Work   is   needed   on   both   buildings,beginning   with   the   sofit   and  
fascia   boards   on   the   shop.David   Sinclair   will   check   for   any   rotten   wood   and   give   us   an  
estimate   for   the   necessary   repairs.Sinclair’s   work   load   is   such   that   this   cannot   be   done   for   a  
while.Painting   is   also   necessary   but   perhaps   the   SCIO   can   find   volunteer’s   for   this.  
We   should   list   and   price   the   other   work   which   will   need   to   be   carried   out   and   prioritise   it  
based   on   urgency,cost   and   the   funds   available.  
 
It   was   suggested   at   last   night’s   SCIO   meeting   that   we   should   have   an   annual   budget   for  
repairs   and   maintenance.  
 
 
A.O.C.B   -   Inverary   now   have   a   community   mini   bus   and   will   be   setting   up   online   bookings  
which   will   be   of   interest   to   Furnace   residents.  
 
Sharon   said   that   an   electrician   is   needed   to   fix   the   hall   light,s.Phil   will   attempt   to   borrow   a   tall  
ladder   and   could   then   mend   them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE   CHANGES   AND   ROLES   -   
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next   Meeting   SCIO   A.G.M   24/10/2019  
 
 


