SUFI SURESNES

INTRODUCTION

SUFI SURESNES IS THE HOME
of the spiritual heritage of Piro-Murshid Hazrat Inayat Khan
(1882-1927) who brought Sufism
to the West. His philosophy is
inspired by the principle of Unity,
the One Being, and the Message
of Love, Harmony, and Beauty.
Sufism may be understood
in many ways. Sufism means
wisdom. It is a mystical teaching
and does not belong to any one
religion. It does not have a fixed
doctrine or dogma. Any person,
who has a deep experiential
knowledge of life within and
without, may be a Sufi.

Sufi Suresnes is a place for
pilgrimage, study, meditation,
gatherings, music, talks, seminars
and retreats.

HAZRAT INAYAT KHAN lived in
Fazal Manzil, a house that is now
the heart centre of Sufi Suresnes
and the Oriental Room is the
spiritual heart of the house.
A Music Room (Salon
de Musique), a Library
(Bibliotheque) and a Museum
will be developed. In the Inayat
Khan Museum belongings of
Hazrat Inayat Khan, his daughter
Noor, other members of the
family and people who worked
with him during his lifetime will
be exhibited.
Historical documents about
Hazrat Inayat Khan and his
teachings are kept in the
Biographical Department
opposite Fazal Manzil. These
historical documents can be
displayed to be seen by groups
and invited guests.

PIR-O-MURSHID
HAZRAT INAYAT KHAN

highest musical traditions of his
native India.
Hazrat Inayat Khan dedicated his
early life to the mastery of the subtle intricacies of classical Indian
music, winning the high title of
Tansen from the Nizam of Hyderabad, a powerful ruler and renowned patron of the musical arts.

HAZRAT INAYAT KHAN was a
Sufi mystic who taught the Sufi
Message of Spiritual Liberty, and
the path to personal realization
of one’s divine nature. He felt that
we must learn to understand and
tolerate differences in culture and
religion, so that we can appreciate
all people as manifestations of the
One Being.
Hazrat Inayat Khan came to the
West as a representative of the

ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1910 Hazrat
Inayat Khan, together with his two
brothers Maheboob and Musharaff
and his cousin Ali Khan, began an
odyssey that would encompass
three continents and transform
the lives of thousands. In 1922 he
eventually settled in Suresnes, a
suburb of Paris. During his sixteen
years in the West, he created a
school of spiritual training based
upon the traditional teachings of
the Chishti Sufis and infused with
a revolutionary vision - a vison of
the unity of religious ideals and
the awakening of humanity to the
divinity within.

SURESNES

SURESNES is a place of special historical and spiritual significance.
A Druid temple was built on the slopes of Mont Valerien. A young
shepherdess who grazed her sheep there, discovered a source of
water. The source became a place of pilgrimage, as well as a healing
centre. The shepherdess is known as Saint Geneviève, the patriot
saint of Paris.
THE NAME Suresnes comes from a Celtic goddess, Surisna, derived
from the word ‘source’.

On top of Mont Valerien is a fort which now serves as a national memorial of the Second World War. There is also an American military
cemetery on the site, which contains the remains of 1,541 American
soldiers who died in France during the First World War.

MISSION AND
MESSAGE
HAZRAT INAYAT KHAN explained that
Sufism is the ancient School of Wisdom
from which have sprung many groups of
a mystical and philosophical nature such
as the ancient School of Egypt. To the
ancient Greeks this wisdom was known
as Sophia, from the word ‘sophos’
meaning wise. But the Arabic word ‘säf’
(pure) could be the origin of the word
‘sufi’.

ALTHOUGH THE SUFISM he
represented in the West was different in
nature and character from Sufi Schools
in the East, he used the same name, as
both considered wisdom as a means
towards the end. By pointing to wisdom,
that same wisdom which is present in
the various faiths and beliefs, Sufism
makes one rise above the boundaries
of creed, race, caste and nation. It is
the discovering of the essential Truth
underlying all religions and beliefs
which is the aim of the Sufi. In this way
travellers on the Sufi path become more
loving and understanding towards their
fellow human beings. It is a harmonious
development of the vertical and of the
horizontal line: of one’s inner being and
of the feeling of sister/brotherhood.

FAZAL MANZIL
IN SURESNES Hazrat Inayat Khan, his wife Ameena Begum
and their four children (Noor-un-Nisa, Vilayat, Hidayat and
Khair-un-Nisa) lived in a large house to which he gave the
name ‘Fazal Manzil’ (House of Blessings). This house was
offered to him by Mrs. Petronella Egeling, a Dutch lady who
had chosen to dedicate her life to Hazrat Inayat Khan and
his work. Hazrat Inayat Khan accepted her offer and named
Petronella Egeling ‘Fazal Mai’ (Blessed Mother). Fazal Mai
Egeling lived with the family in the house and became a
beloved part of the family.

SUMMER SCHOOLS
IN THE YEARS that followed,
a summer school was held
annually in the garden of Fazal
Manzil. A lecture hall was built
and Mureeds (students) could
stay in the Mureeds’ house
behind Fazal Manzil.
Fazal Manzil became a home for
the family, an open house full
of music and meditation, with
Sufis visiting round the year.
Ameena Begum wrote beautiful
poetry. The children played in
the garden and loved looking
out over the lights of Paris from
the roof. They would dress up
in their Indian clothes and give
concerts before the Sufi guests.
But in 1927, Hazrat Inayat
Khan decided to stay in India
for some time and passed
away there a few months
later. Ameena Begum was
heartbroken and became ill.
Noor, at the tender age of
thirteen, took responsibility for
the family and became a mother
to her siblings. She began to
write poems and short stories
and found solace in these when
the loss of her beloved father
became too much to bear.

IMPRESSION OF A PUPIL
OF INAYAT KHAN
During the Summer Schools
Murshid (Hazrat Inayat Khan)
gave lectures daily at 5 ‘o clock,
the so called sacred meetings.
They were held in the Lecture Hall.
The scribe who was ‘doorkeeper’
during interviews had the privilege
of calling for Murshid just before
5o’clock to conduct him across
the road to the field opposite, up
the gravelled path on the left of
the orchard of apricot trees, to
the entrance of the Hall. It was
necessary to ward off as tactfully
as possible, anyone who might
come forward, heedlessly, to greet
him or ask a question. It was such
a short walk from his house to the

Hall, so brief an uninterrupted spell
of needed tranquillity and thought.
In the Orchard stood a large apricot
tree with low spreading branches
under the shade of which, on very
warm days, the Master held private
interviews instead of in his Oriental
Room.
The Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays were filled with classes,
collective and private interviews.
Generally on Monday evenings
the mureeds with definitely
assigned tasks (the Workers)
had the privilege of gathering at
Pir-o-Murshid’s house for special
instructions and talks. No mureed
was ever permitted to take down
notes at this or any other class. Only
one Murshida and a few mureeds

were present to record everything in
short as well as longhand.
All meetings were preceded by a
Silence.
Sometimes of an evening, during
the last Summer School he was with
his mureeds, on the few occasions
he was free, Pir-o-Murshid used to
pace up and down a narrow strip
of rough grass in the field adjoining
the orchard (at one end of which
stood the Lecture Hall). Clad in
his yellow robe, he made a little
path by his regular treading on the
same narrow space. Very slowly,
meditatively, rhythmically, he
followed the track, up and down, up
and down.

FOUNDATION STONE
FOR THE UNIVERSEL

HAZRAT INAYAT KHAN had a
dream that four great beings
were meditating back to back
each one gazing out towards
the universe. So it was that
the Sanctuary of the Universel
took form in his mind. On 13th
September 1926 Hazrat Inayat
Khan laid the foundation
stone for the Universel in the
grounds of the Sufi garden. He
explained that the Universel
is not only a physical house
of worship; it is also an inner
‘akasha’, an inner place of
peace and worship.
THE HEARTFELT wish of his
son Vilayat -when he became
Pir (spiritual leader) himselfwas to manifest his father’s
inspiration. Each year over the
ensuing decades he brought
together enlightened spiritual
teachers, scientists and
philosophers.

In 1990 Pir Vilayat established
l’Universel Memorial Noor,
a French association that
constructed the Universel in
the garden of Fazal Manzil. The
foundation stone laid by his
father was placed within it.
It was consecrated by
representatives of different
religions under the auspices
of Vilayat to become an
important space for shared
celebration, meditation and
prayer.
Every year on September
13th ceremonies are held in
memory of Noor, who was
executed on 13th September
1944, exactly 27 years after
her father laid the foundation
stone.
Universel temples have been
created in Norway, South
Africa, The Netherlands, UK
and USA.

VILAYAT AND
NOOR-UN-NISA DURING
WORLD WAR II.
IN 1940, with the German
army ready to enter Paris,
Ameena Begum, Noor,
Vilayat and Khair-un-Nisa
went to England. The Nazis
requisitioned Fazal Manzil
from October 1940 till
August 1944.

Noor and Vilayat took a
crucial decision that was to
change their lives. Though
they were Sufis and believed
in non-violence, they
resolved to volunteer for the
war effort.

”Noor means light.”

IN A BOMBED-OUT London,
Vilayat volunteered for the
Royal Air Force and then the
Royal Navy where he served as
a minesweeping officer.
Noor volunteered for the
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force.
There she was trained as
a radio operator, joining
the first batch of women to
train in this field. But while
Noor was tapping away at
her Morse code, she was
being watched by the Special
Operation Executive, who
were looking out for people
with language skills. The SOE
was the organization set up
by Winston Churchill to aid
the resistance movement
in occupied countries.
Their job was sabotage and
providing arms and money
to the resistance. Noor was
called for an interview at
the offices of the SOE. She
was told that she would be
sent as an agent to occupied
France after training. She
would have no protection, as
she would not be in uniform,

and she would be shot if
she was caught. Without a
moment’s hesitation, she
said she would take the job.
She was trained as a secret
agent and in 1943 she joined
the biggest SOE circuit in
Europe, called Prosper. Noor’s
code name was Madeleine.
After some time all the top
operatives were caught by the
Gestapo. Noor was asked to
return to London as it was too
dangerous to stay on. Noor
refused, realizing that she was
the last radio link left between
London and Paris. She was
betrayed by a French woman,
captured and imprisoned. In
September 1944, in Dachau,
after a period of solitary
confinement and torture, she
was shot. She had not given
any details of members of
the group. Her last word was
“Liberté’.

The Sanctuary of L’Universel is
a memorial to the life of Noor.
Noor means light.

FAZAL MANZIL AFTER THE WAR

AFTER THE WAR the surviving
children divided the property
into distinct units and they lived
there with their relatives. Fazal
Manzil has always been a place
where Sufis met. Vilayat and later
also Murshid Hidayat followed
the path of their father in
spreading his spiritual heritage.
WHEREAS HIDAYAT worked
mainly in the Netherlands and
many other countries, Vilayat
made it his mission to revive
Fazal Manzil as the Heart Centre
of the Message as well as keeping
the house as a family home. In
the mid-1950s he built, with the
help of mureeds, the Khanqah
to take the place of the original
meeting hall. At the same time,
he began to hold several regular
meetings, in the tradition of the
summer school, every year. Even
though much of his time was
dedicated to spread his father’s
message of Spiritual Liberty
around the world, he kept his

commitment to Fazal Manzil alive
until his passing.
Shaikh al Mashaikh Mahmood
Khan (son of the younger brother
of Hazrat Inayat Khan) has been
conducting his summer school,
open to all Mureeds and others,
in Fazal Manzil.
VILAYAT died in 2004 in the
Oriental Room of Fazal Manzil.
Hidayat died in 2016 in Germany.
Khair-un-Nisa (now known as
Claire) died in 2011, also in
Germany.

CURRENTLY Pir Zia Inayat-Khan,
eldest son of Vilayat and spiritual
leader of the Inayati Order, has
his residence in an apartment
in Fazal Manzil with his family
when he is in Europe.
According to Pir Zia’s wish, Fazal
Manzil is now in the process of
transformation into a centre for
all who are inspired by Hazrat
Inayat Khan.

SUFI SURESNES
Hazrat Inayat Khan has inspired people
all over the world with his wisdom. His
teachings are studied and practised in
Australia, Canada, Europe, India, North
and South America, Pakistan, and South
Africa. For all these people Sufi Suresnes
is a place of pilgrimage, study, meditation
and training.

FAZAL MANZIL AS THE HEART
CENTRE OF SUFI SURESNES
Fazal Manzil is the sacred home of the Sufi
Message. All who are inspired by Hazrat
Inayat Khan and all who follow and practise
the Sufi Message are warmly welcomed to
visit, meditate and gather there.
In the words of Pir Zia Inayat-Khan: “Fazal
Manzil is a special place where that which
Murshid has brought to the world is
honoured and maintained in its original
brilliance, with close attention to the
particular form and spirit.”

THE
BIOGRAPHICAL
DEPARTMENT
34 Rue de la
Tuilerie, the house
just opposite Fazal
Manzil, houses
the Biographical
Department of
the Nekbakht
Foundation.
The Nekbakht
Foundation was
created to help
disseminate the
message of Hazrat
Inayat Khan,
returning where
possible to the actual
words spoken by
him; to care for the
documents, books
and photographs currently in the archives and to receive further
bequests where appropriate.
Nekbakht was a Dutch student of Hazrat Inayat Khan. She bought
the house at No. 34 rue de la Tuilerie opposite Fazal Manzil. Hazrat
Inayat Khan would visit her there when he was in Suresnes to give
her papers and documents for the Biographical Department. Her
first Sufi name was Sakina (Tranquil), which is the name used in
the Complete Works. However Hazrat Inayat Khan gave her the new
name, Nekbakht (Fortunate), in 1926 and she gave this name to the
Foundation she set up in the Netherlands to finance the upkeep of the
Biographical Department.
www.nekbakhtfoundation.org

EKBAL DOWLA HOUSE
14 Rue de la Tuilerie is the house where Maheboob Khan, the
younger brother of Hazrat Inayat Khan, lived. He was a gifted
musician and joined his brother from the beginning on his journey
to the West.
After the passing of Hazrat Inayat Khan he became the leader
of the Sufi Movement from 1927 until his death in 1948. He
composed numerous Sufi songs and edited Indian songs in
western harmonies.
The Maheboob Khan Foundation preserves his music and aims to
raise more awareness of his heritage.

WORKING ON THE FUTURE OF SUFI SURESNES
VARIOUS organisations are
collaborating to make Sufi
Suresnes a home for all who are
interested in the legacy of Hazrat
Inayat Khan and Noor Inayat-Khan.
✦ the Murshida Fazal Mai Egeling
Stichting (Egeling Foundation) –
owner of part of Fazal Manzil
✦ the Stichting Inayat (Inayat
Foundation)– owner of part of
Fazal Manzil

✦ the Nekbakht Stichting – owner
of the Biographical Department

✦ the Fonds de Dotation Mir
Pyarumian – van Goens – owner of
the Ekbal Dowla House

✦ Fonds de Dotation Mary and
Noor Inayat Khan – responsible
for the Inayat Khan Museum and
library

✦ the Association L'Universel –
owner of part of the garden of
Fazal Manzil, the house at no. 13
and the L’Universel Memorial Noor
A LOT OF WORK has to be done
to realise the future vision for
Sufi Suresnes. Three working
groups have taken responsibility
for finding finances, organizing
a thorough renovation of
Fazal Manzil, publicity and
communication.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT
IN THE SPRING OF 2022, it will be 100 years
since Hazrat Inayat Khan came to Fazal Manzil
and we need your help to keep the flame that
he lit alive. We need to raise funds to renovate
the walls, the roof and other parts of the house
and improve the existing space so that we have
better public access to host events.
To find out more about our appeal please visit
www.fazalmanzil.org
or you can donate by transferring your gift to:
Fonds de Dotation Mary and Noor Inayat Khan
– IBAN FR76 1027 8060 8100 0209 090 133

www.fazalmanzil.org
Info: sufi.suresnes@gmail.com
You can donate by transferring your gift to:
Fonds de Dotation Mary and Noor Inayat Khan
IBAN FR76 1027 8060 8100 0209 090 133

