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When they came to the place that 

is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one 

on his right and one on his left. 

Then Jesus said, ‘ father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what 

they are doing.’ Luke 23 32-34



Val Jellows

God’s hands being ‘laid’ 

on the people to forgive 

them



Details from Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do 

Val Jellows

The woman praying 

just seemed to appear



Val Jellows

I wonder if there is someone you 

need to forgive?

Sometimes we need to forgive 

ourselves……
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One of the criminals hanging beside him 

scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? 

Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, 

while you’re at it!”

But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you 

fear God even when you have been 

sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our 

crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything 

wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember 

me when you come into your Kingdom.”

And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you 

will be with me in paradise.”

Luke 23 39-43 NLT
Imogen Tew
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'Today we will meet

Not at the foot of the cross

But in Paradise'

Haiku Charlotte Tew

Details from Today you’ll be with 
me in Paradise 

Imogen Tew



I wonder if you need to sing

Jesus remember me when you 

come into your Kingdom

How can we look below the 

surface and see what is not 

obvious in the people we meet, 

in the circumstances we 

experience? All is not as it 

seems…



Abandonment

My God , my God for what purpose 

have you abandoned me?

Mark 1534

(Nicholas King translation)

Chris Macallan





Chris Macallan

I wonder if there has been a 

time in your life when you have 

felt abandoned or God has felt 

far away, or you have doubted 

that God exists at all….



Jesus said to his mother, Woman, 

here is your son’. Then he said to 

the disciple, ‘Here is your Mother’. 

And from that hour the disciple 

took her into his own home.    

John 1926-7

Ruvenie de Alwis Jayasinghe



I wonder if there are places in your 

life where you have lost hope, 

where it doesn’t look like God 

cares or notices. Ponder these in 

the light of Jesus noticing what 

others need, as He knows what 

you need…



Diane Hughes

Jesus knew that his 

mission was now finished, 

and to fulfil Scripture he 

said, “I am thirsty.”
John 1928
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I wonder what you are 

yearning for, what you are 

thirsty for….
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It was now about noon, and darkness 

came over the whole land until three 

in the afternoon, for the sun stopped 

shining, and the curtain in the temple 

was torn in two. Jesus called out in a 

loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit.’ when he had said 

this, he breathed his last. 

Luke 23 44-6

Detail from drawing
Barbara Skerry-Steiner



B
a
rb

a
ra

 S
k
e
rry-S

te
in

e
r



I wonder where we 

need to trust God and 

know that we will be 

caught. 

How would life be 

different if you trusted 

God the catcher? 

Can you say with Jesus 

Father into your hands I 

commend my spirit?



Elsie Bouffler

A jar of sour wine was sitting 

there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put it on a 

hyssop branch, and held it up 

to his lips. When Jesus had 

tasted it, he said, “It is 

finished!” Then he bowed his 

head and gave up his spirit.
John 1929-30



It is finished

Detail from It is finished

Elsie Bouffler



Maybe you would like to 
ponder her image with its 
sense of new growth …

or in contrast you may want 
to imagine just how hard it 
was for those first disciples…

We know that Christ 
conquered death: they did 
not….



Caroline Brown



Val Jellows

I have always liked drawing but never had the time to explore my passion further until I retired from teaching in 2008. I went 
to classes to find out how to use media that I never really knew existed. Initially I was only interested in flowers but in more
recent years, I have tried my hand at a variety of subject matter including dogs and cats, landscapes, and buildings.
Whilst I like working in watercolour particularly using some experimental techniques, I will use acrylic, pastels and ink 
depending on the subject matter. I enjoy collage work and trying new things. When I am doing artwork, I often feel more 
relaxed and like to be left alone with what I am doing although I do enjoy working with others in a group.
During lockdown, I have been challenging myself to get more artwork done but still have loads of ideas in my head that may 
get to paper one day.
One of my favourite artists is Georgia O’Keeffe because her paintings of flowers feel so sensual and touchable whilst 
exploring the heart of a flower that can only be seen close up.

The Painting – Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.
I chose this phrase because I believe that forgiveness is the hardest thing for me as a Christians to understand and do. It is 
also so hard to comprehend how Jesus can forgive us for all the things we have done to each other and the world. So, I 
wanted the word Forgive to stand out most prominently.
I then thought of people at base of the cross. When I was sketching these people, things got interesting because, I 
experienced something that happens to my drawing and painting from time to time. It felt like I was no longer in control of 
my pencil, the people started to appear – some looking like men and some women. I did make a conscious effort to include 
a couple of soldiers but the rest I sketched in only a few minutes. I have no explanation for this.
The hands – I am not very good with hands – are meant to represent God’s hands being ‘laid’ on the people to forgive them.
The painting started with a sketch, followed by using ink and watercolour.



My God, My God, for what purpose have you abandoned me? (Mark 15 34-35)
(Nicholas King. The New Testament freshly translated )

Rationale of this installation.

Technological communication is something we rely on daily and even more so since the Covid Pandemic began. Many of us 

recently have had to develop our skills by using Zoom, facetime and other such advances of the 20th century.

When these fail to work for whatever reason, we can feel frustrated, and bereft and of course during all of the lockdowns 

we may   have felt abandoned, bereft of normal contact with friends, family and our church communities.

As we read the events of Good Friday, we can see the pressure Christ was under, the betrayal and abandonment of friends, 

the trials before authorities, the harrowing journey to the hill and those profound words spoken in the last moments all of 

which add up to total a holistic letting go and allowing himself to be emptied. 

Communication with Friends and Family has ceased.

Communication with the Father has ceased.   (albeit temporarily) 

It seems the signal is lost.                                         All that is left is emptiness.

All is laid bare.                                                            All seems lost. 



This installation of a broken mobile phone hung on an olive tree is a symbolic expression of the abandonment felt by Christ 

in those last moments on the cross. An olive tree was selected for this piece as it further seeks to reflect the passion story, 

reminding us that in Aramaic Gethsemane means olive press.  

The piece seeks to resonate with our personal experiences of being abandoned, sometimes by others and sometimes 

when we feel apart from the God we believe in.

But as Christians, we know that there is a spiritual purpose of abandonment, of letting ourselves be emptied, vulnerable 

and laid bare. It is when we relinquish self that our God can enter our hearts and lead us to prayerful communication with 

him/her and bring us to new life.

As it was for Christ.                           This then, is the purpose of abandonment.

Postscript.

The idea to install this piece has been in my head for many years, ever since I saw a broken phone hanging from a tree 

whilst on retreat. 

It was interesting to me that the old phone I chose to break, simply would not do so initially—it seemed indestructible.!!!

At the present time, Abandonment is very pertinent to my personal circumstances. As a family we have had to place a 

loved one into the care of others in a local home.        Chris Macallan March 2021



Chris Macallan Artist’s Statement. 

My current practice.

Since moving to a new house in 2017 as well as lockdown. I find my practice has changed somewhat.

During lock down I have been using my surroundings to create flower and landscape paintings and have enhanced these 

with digital techniques.

I have also been able to contribute pieces on specific themes to exhibitions in my local Church. 

I am working on a piece for St Clements in Leigh on sea for May.

I still like to use silk and Super 8 film as ‘canvas’ and hope to put these two aspects of my work together again. 

Film. Digital photography and installations remain a favourite way for me to express my art and I am delighted to have 

done the latter two for the piece on Abandonment. 

I am extremely interested in the interaction between art and spirituality and increasingly my works seeks to reflect this.

I have a B A in Fine Art and am a trained Spiritual Director.

Chris Macallan. March 2021 



Ruvenie de Alwis Jayasinghe:

I have been interested in Art since my childhood. Loved attending art exhibitions 

with my parents. Loved being creative with Flower arranging. Some Pottery and 

Painting with Acrylic or creating Art with Pastels. More recently, have discovered 

that, I really enjoy creating artwork with Fabrics. Told that “ I am a fabric artist” but 

this was unknown to me! Inspired by the natural world and often link my art work, 

with or from Nature. Having lived in two cultures, Tend to interpret and use tropical 

as well as temperate scenes/colours. Also, a keen gardener. Was born in Sri Lanka 

and spent my formative years there. On every visit to Sri Lanka, I take pictures, 

which are unique and save these to inspire me, when I return to the UK. More 

recently, I am finding the link with Art and my Christian Faith very meaningful. 



Into your hands I commit my spirit

What intimacy, trust and surrender!

Jesus’ voice is firm, confident and he wants to be heard as he cries his very last words:

“into your hands I commit my spirit” (”and my soul” I would personally like to add)

Luke23:46

The time of earthly desolation is over for Jesus. Death is no out-of-control-enemy to Him, no matter how bleak this 

moment appears to us. Jesus prays to Abba, knowing his Father to be present with him, in this very moment, to receive 

his spiritual and personal essence. 

To illustrate Jesus’ state of willingly entrusting his essence into Abbas hands, I chose the image of the flying trapeze 

artist. Willingly he jumps of the platform, performing his acrobatics in the air, assured, knowing and trusting to be safe in

the arms of the catcher. Why? Because they know each other inside out, through lifelong training and self-control, 

communication, confirmed experiences of perfect physical timing and breath-taking serenity. We can build a 

relationship as intimate with God through our prayer life, as Jesus did with his father. The flying trapeze artists total 

abandonment, flying with hands wide open in calmness, placidity, tranquillity, imperturbably, composure…



Artist’s Biography Barbara Skerry-Steiner

Dynamic figures & landscapes, in Encaustics, Chinese ink, Graphite. 

Land art, Floral-, Fabric- & mixed media-installations

Skerry’s philosophy, theory and concept is “Creating in Christ”

Merge, fuse with Christ through meditation, become a unit and be fulfilled with the Holy Spirit, overspilling with 

joy and energy. This is the powerful state where Christ’s likeness needs to be acted out by creating. By resting in 

Christ, one no longer is creating but becomes the act of creation. One is guided, the hand is taken over, whether 

writing or painting and becomes Christ’s channel. A personal illumination of the Holy Scripture is happening a 

hidden dimension to Christianity.

Skerry’s work is influenced by her global travels, combining training in several art forms “in situ”,

meaning traditional settings & learning from masters: 
Switzerland, Luzern, building masks and performing them
Switzerland, Zurich, Ilg Mimen-schule, professional training as Mime / Clown
Japan, Yokohama, trained with avant guard stage director, Tadashi Suzuki, famous for combining traditional 
Japanese body work in Shakespeare plays 
Indonesia, Bali, temple dance, photography
Switzerland, Geneva, life drawing sessions, sketching in museums; India, Nepal, meditation & photography, 
writing; China, Beijing, hospital combining western and traditional medicine, photography, writing
Spain, La Bilbal, Scuola de Ceramica, Raku
England, Chelmsford, Writtle college, garden-design; Madagascar, photography & sculpture, writing



Barbara Skerry-Steiner (cont)
Currant and upcoming exhibitions:
“Cross-words”, online exhibition on last words of Christ. 
Holy week @ St.Augustine’s church, Chelmsford

Outdoor installation of “Skerry cross”
Holy week @ St. Pauls church, Bentley 
Easter Sunday rainbow-fabric-rays surrounding the cross

“Lockdown life” a celebration of creativity 
12&13 June 2021 @ St.Nicolas church, Kelvedon Hatch

Skerry, born in dramatic Alpine Switzerland. Wrestles for 20 years with living in a hamlet on a farm in the Green Belt of 
London, in the flat and desert-like Essex. 

Planned events

Climate Change exhibition: Summer 2021, St.Paul’s Bentley church grounds

Imaging the story-exhibition spiritual art work of clergy & artists
Summer 2021 ? @Green Lane Farm, Brentwood.



It is Finished Watercolour and Ink Thoughts and Reflections

“Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am 

thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 

plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” John 19 vs 28-30

All things were now accomplished – this verse stayed with me and suggested the completion of the journey from 

creation to salvation- a circle which would take us back to where we were intended to be reconciled to God. 

So the painting began with a circle which echoes our journey as we come from dust and to dust we return, we 

are Gods and we will return home to him.

However the journey is not an easy one, but one of suffering and so the circle became the crown of thorns, 

painful and spiky. Yet while the crown of thorns was meant to be humiliating for Jesus I began to see an 

incarnational aspect. As I walked the fields the thorns were tangled in the hedgerow , left untouched, the chaos 

of nature , beautiful in its complexity and chaos, and beginning to grow and show new life, lit by the gold of 

lichen. 

So the crown of thorns here has new life springing from it even in its pain and messiness, new life which reaches 

downwards and upwards as it takes us from the fruitful provision of creation to the new hope of salvation. 

Elsie Bouffler Easter 2021


