
Sunday school Public Worship on Easter Sunday 4th April 2021. 

Version Control  

This update has been reviewed to reflect the roadmap to ease restric5ons issued by the UK government and is intended for use from 29th March onwards 
(‘phase 1b’). It incorporates sec5ons on singing, workplace tes5ng, and planning for wider use of buildings including for non-worship purposes. At all 5mes 
churches should check na5onal and, if relevant, local restric5ons to ensure the ac5vity planned is currently permiJed. Risk assessments carried out using an 
earlier template may s5ll be valid but should be reviewed regularly and checked against this latest version of the risk assessment. 

England entered the government’s roadmap out of lockdown on 8th March with the re-opening of schools and other educa;on se<ngs, and an increase in 
permi>ed reasons to leave home to meet one person outside for social purposes. As they have been throughout the third lockdown (from 5th January) 
churches are permi>ed to open for communal worship, private prayer and a number of essen;al purposes where they can be carried out in a Covid-safe 
way. There may be specific local regula;ons recommended by local authori;es, that place addi;onal restric;ons on certain ac;vi;es. Before comple;ng this 
risk assessment you can see what is permi>ed by checking the guidance on permi>ed ac;vi;es on the na;onal church coronavirus webpage. Guidance on 
opening cathedral and church buildings to the public during COVID-19 can also be found there. 

The government guidance for the safe use of places of worship during the pandemic requires a COVID-19 risk assessment to be carried out for every building 
and site open to the public. This document provides a template risk assessment, with links to the relevant advice notes. It relates to opening up church and 
cathedral buildings to clergy and members of the public entering for any permi>ed purposes. As well as offering guidance on best prac;ce, the template is 
also intended to help parishes make a decision on whether to open for any or all of these purposes or not, based on their local circumstances, resources and 
context. Specific guidance linking to advice on the lockdown period is available on the Church of England Coronavirus pages. 

The government acknowledges that places of worship play an important role in providing spiritual leadership for many individuals, and in bringing 
communi;es and genera;ons together. However, their communal nature also makes them places that are par;cularly vulnerable to the spread of the virus. 
In drawing up a risk assessment for your church, or revising it in the light of the current situa;on, you will need to think carefully whether the public benefits 
you achieve by opening are jus;fied by the risks involved, however much you can mi;gate them. This judgement will vary depending on the loca;on and 
nature of your church building and the make up of your congrega;on and visitor profile. You will need to discuss the factors with your governing body, 
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whether the PCC or chapter. Remember that this is your collec;ve choice whether to open: while our churches are permi>ed by government to open, they 
are not obliged to do so. If you decide not to open, you can con;nue to have a valuable role serving the community in a number of ways. Guidance on this 
can be found on the Church of England Coronavirus pages. 

Guidance indica;ng how churches might arrange access and events in a Covid-safe way have been produced as part of a government ini;a;ve to encourage 
re-opening in a safe and reasonable way. This includes a number of case studies that may help you think about your church building. 

Future versions of this document will be produced when there is any substan;ve change to the guidance on the safe use of places of worship.  

Separate risk assessments for outdoor worship and for access by contractors and construc;on workers are available on the Church of England Coronavirus 
pages. 
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Carrying out a risk assessment 

1. Agree what ac;vi;es you are planning for: 
• Public worship 

• Congrega;onal singing as part of an act of worship 

• Other public outdoor ac;vi;es e.g. fetes, concerts etc. 

2. Consider the hazards: 
• Transmission of COVID-19 
• Hazards arising from using the church and churchyard in a different way to usual, especially uneven outdoor areas and use when it is dark 

Read the guidance and think about how it relates specifically to your church and/or the outdoor se<ng you will be using. What constraints are 
there? Consider how people will arrive and move across the site; circula;on around the churchyard; also access to other areas or the interior of the 
church including the toilet(s). 

3. Consider who might be harmed and how. Read the guidance and think about how the ac;vi;es you are planning will affect different groups of 
people. The risks are real but they are in many ways less than those for indoor worship as long as they are properly managed, but having more 
people coming to an event makes the possible impact – for example of someone with COVID-19 coming into contact with others – higher than in 
smaller venues with fewer people. Consider your par;cular circumstances and adapt the checklist below as appropriate. Gathered congrega;ons 
and major services may a>ract people from far afield, which is likely to add to the risk profile and go against the general guidance that people 
should stay local for any ac;vi;es outside the home. Consider whether you need to consult your wider membership and users. 

4. Using the risk assessment checklist below as a template: 
• add in mi;ga;ons for any risks that are par;cular to your circumstances that may not be on the list; 
• record what you need to do for each ac;vity to go ahead safely; 
• consider any equipment you need and any temporary changes you might need to make to the church; 
• check back against your list of ac;vi;es to confirm which ones can go ahead and when. 
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Sunday school outdoor Worship Session - Easter Sunday 2021. 

Church: 

St Augus@nes of Canterbury 
Church, North Springfield. 

Assessor’s name: 
Sandie Hulbert (PSR) 

Date completed: 
2nd April 2021. 

Review date: 
May 2021. 

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 

Deciding whether it is safe 
to hold outdoor worship 

Risk: contrac;ng or 
spreading the virus by not 
social distancing or by 
touching contaminated 
services

Sunday school leaders and volunteers required for 
the running of the Sunday school service are not 
considered as being clinically extremely vulnerable 
or has household members who are. Sunday 
school leaders are willing to facilitate the ac;vi;es 
and can do safely. 

One Sunday school leader is 
lateral flow tes;ng.

Sunday school 
leaders and 
volunteers. 

Charlo>e and 
Catherine.

2nd April 
2021.

The Easter Trail is set up beforehand ( and has 
been since Monday 29th April 2021 daily 9-5pm) 
and one way system is in place for any par;cipates 
or members of the public who wish to access it, to 
complete together, is in place and clearly signed.

See separate Easter Trail Risk 
Assessment.

Sunday School 
Leaders and 
all people 
concerned.

March 2021.

Any ac;vi;es and tables needed will  be set up 
before any families arrive for worship by 
designated Sunday school leaders. 

Sunday school leaders will 
arrive to set up the Church 
garden at least half an hour 
or so before the service 
begins.

Sunday School 
leaders.
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Resource bags for the children and families to use 
for the ac;vi;es during the worship ;me will be 
prepared at least 48 hours before being handed 
out and will contain all items needed to take part 
in the planned ac;vi;es.

Par;cipants will be asked to 
sani;se their hands before 
taking a bag and will take 
their individual resource bags 
containing all items used, 
home with them aker the 
worship ;me.

All people 
concerned.

29th March 
2021.

All par;cipates will arrive to the Sunday school 
session via the front gate from the carpark into the 
church garden and will meet together maintaining 
social distancing. 

Church QR code will be available to families to use 
when arriving to support Track and Trace.

Sunday school children and 
families will be registered 
and informa;on about the 
mornings worship session 
will be explained, including 
the importance of social 
distancing and hand 
sani;sing.

All people 
concerned.

Church garden gate located on Beardsley Drive will 
be kept shut whilst Sunday school ac;vi;es are 
happening.

All children (under 
appropriate supervision)and 
families will enter and exit 
the garden area for any 
ac;vity, including returning 
to the Church building to join 
the end of the service with 
the congrega;on and/ or to 
use toilet facili;es, via the 
carpark gate.

All people 
concerned.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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When laying decorated stones at the foot of the 
cross and when decora;ng paving stones outside 
the carpark gate, all children will be fully and 
appropriately supervised by adults to ensure no 
one runs into the carpark area and that social 
distancing between families is maintained.

All chalks needed will be 
located in individual resource 
packs. Outdoor ac;vi;es of 
up to 15 people can be 
facilitated but physical 
distancing between 
households is encouraged.

All persons 
concerned.

When comple;ng the easter egg hunt the children 
will use all resources from individual bags to avoid 
Mu; people touching items and cross 
contamina;on. 

Appropriate adult supervision will be in place 
throughout and signs explaining to the varying 
ages of children/families will be displayed about 
keeping safe distances. 

All eggs will be hidden in the 
garden beforehand and will 
contain informa;on that the 
children/ families will record, 
before collec;ng their 
chocolate easter eggs at the 
end. All people will sani;se 
their hands before and aker 
giving and collec;ng easter 
eggs.

Sunday school 
leaders. 
All people 
concerned.

Congrega@onal singing as 
part of a public act of 
worship

Sunday School children and families will join in 
congrega;onal singing as part of the wider 
congrega;on at the beginning of the service 
outdoors. Children and families will stay seated or 
standing amongst their own household bubbles. 

See separate Risk 
Assessment for Easter 
Sunday worship in the church 
building.

All people 
concerned.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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Risk: Ge<ng or spreading 
coronavirus in common use 
or high traffic areas such as 
entry points; ensuring safe 
opera;on of service.

Sunday School outdoor ac;vi;es have all been 
planned for in advance and within the guidance on 
permi>ed ac;vi;es, ensuring that the event IS 
permi>ed under the current step of the roadmap.

Guidance on Permi>ed 
Ac;vi;es from the 29th 
March and on the 
Government’s four step 
roadmap can be found here.

All persons 
concerned.

An iden;fied entry and exit route around the 
garden to aid distancing measures is indicated with 
no;ces.  
Emergency exits are available at all ;mes.

Appropriate adult 
supervision will be in place at 
all ;mes.

All people 
concerned.

Sunday School ac;vi;es will be mainly outdoors to 
prevent high traffic within the church building and 
so mul;ple persons are not touching mul;ple 
areas indoors, lowering the risk of cross 
contamina;on.

Easter egg hunts, chalking, 
easter trails and all ac;vi;es 
that may include running, 
jumping, touching will be 
outdoors with mi;ga;ons in 
place.

Sunday 
school.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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Sunday School families advised of current ac;vi;es 
with measures in place to prevent the risk of 
spreading Covid 19 and the aim to keep all persons 
safe at all ;mes.

Website and social media 
updated or email/le>ers sent 
out to families explaining 
beforehand what is 
happening including mee;ng 
;mes and where to meet. 
Advice to bring coats or 
items that will be required 
for worship outdoors 
(weather dependant) and 
any drinks or snacks 
appropriate to need from 
home. 

Sunday school 
leaders. 
All persons 
concerned.

Face coverings will not be expected for adults or 
those young persons over the legal age to wear 
them outdoors during the ac;vity. 

Face coverings ARE mandatory inside the church 
building for all those except those exempt for 
medical reasons.

Families advised to bring face 
coverings with them for 
when they enter the church 
building either to use the 
toile;ng facili;es or when 
joining the service inside the 
building.

all persons 
concerned.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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Families and Sunday School entering the church 
building for the service will be towards the end of 
the worship ;me and all children and young 
people will be supervised to enter the building via 
the front carpark entrance. They will be asked to 
sani;se their hands and will be led by adults 
( keeping 2metre distance from other 
congrega;onal members) to the front of the 
church by the leaders and volunteers to share in 
the worship ;me.

The children or young 
persons will be encouraged 
not to run freely into the 
building, so physical 
distancing can be maintained 
with other members of the 
congrega;on.

Sunday school 
leaders. 
All people 
concerned.

When leaving the building again for the last 
congrega;onal hymn outside, Sunday school 
families will leave together as a group, ( s;ll 
maintaining physical distances) when encouraged 
to by the stewards. 

When entering and leaving 
the church building, all 
children and young persons 
must be supervised by an 
adult, so physical distancing 
is maintained at all ;mes. No 
free running around any 
chairs or items within the 
church building.

Sunday School 
leaders. 
All persons 
concerned.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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Toile;ng facili;es and hand washing facili;es will 
be located in the accessible toilet located in the 
front entrance of the church. Families using the 
toilet during worship ;me will enter the building 
via the front entrance, and no;ces regarding safe 
prac;ces of washing hands and physical distancing 
will be in place. Face coverings MUST be worn in all 
areas of the church building at all ;mes.

Adults/ leaders will supervise 
all children using the toilet 
facili;es. If the children need 
assistance, adults must be 
aware of safe prac;ces of 
hand washing. 

Face coverings available in 
the entrance for those 
entering the church who may 
not have a personal one. 

Sani;ser will also be 
available as people enter and 
exit the building. 

ALL FIRE DOORS will be kept 
unlocked but closed.

Toilet facili;es will  have an adequate supply of 
soap and disposable hand towels, and a bin for 
towels, will be available.

Register with Parish Buying 
for procurement op;ons.

Joint 
management 
team. 
Church 
council.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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All waste receptacles must have disposable liners 
(e.g. polythene bin bags) to reduce the risk to 
those responsible for removing them.

Joint 
management 
team. 
Church 
Council.

Closing the site down aTer 
outdoor worship and 
events 

Risk: GeVng or spreading 
coronavirus among event 
organisers.

Safety procedures will be in place for closing the 
Church garden down– e.g. providing gloves and 
masks to those stacking chairs or moving any 
tables or items from the easter egg hunt and trail.

All resource bags and any 
individual items used as part 
of any ac;vi;es will be be 
taken home by families. 

Any items used that need to 
be collected and stored at 
the church will be cleaned 
appropriately and will be lek 
isolated for up t 48 hours to 
avoid contamina;on. 

All other items must be 
disposed of appropriately.

Stewards and 
those 
responsible 
for cleaning.

Area of Focus Controls required Addi@onal informa@on Ac@on by 
whom?

Completed – 
date and name 
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