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The Story of Samson and the Philistines as in The Book of Judges [in The Bible] 

 

There was a man from the family Danites, named Manoah. He had the most pious woman 

there could be in the land, but they were unable to have a child. An Angel appears before 

the woman and declares that she is going to have a child who is going to become a Nazirite 

to God [sacred devotee to the God]. Therefore, the Angel instructs the woman about the 

things she has to follow and the things she has to avoid while pregnant. When the time 

came, they had a strong child named as Samson who is supposed to punish the Philistines 

for their unworthy rule. 

During the times of great conflict between the Israelites and Philistines, Samson got 

attracted to a woman of the rival community [Philistines]. He expressed his wish to marry 

the girt i  fro t of his pare ts a d they hesitate to a ept the idea. Ho e er, they did t 
know that it was the intention of the God to move Samson closer to the rivals and make him 

act against them. Finally, they accept the interest of Samson and move to Timnah. 

In the journey, Samson kills a lion with bear hands, which tries to attack him. His parents 

o t oti e, thus he ill ot re eal a out the fight. Later, he observes that there is honey 

developed in the carcass of the lion. As they reach the place, the girl is well pleased to know 

a out “a so s i terest to ards her. Ma oah arra ges a feast to ele rate the happy 
occasion. The feast was attended by thirty men of the region and Samson was curious to 

pose a riddle. He challenges the members to answer a riddle and if anyone can answer, they 

will get great gifts and if not, they will have to gift him [Samson]. 

Out of the eater a e so ethi g to eat, 

A d out of the stro g a e so ethi g s eet.  

E eryo e ho atte ded the feast ould t a s er the riddle a d the thirty e  ere 
frustrated a out this fa t. O  the se e th day of the feast, they threate  “a so s ife 
about burning her house and father, if she does t pro ide a  a s er. “he eeps i  fro t of 
Samson to give him the answer, which he finally does and she passes it to her countrymen. 

That evening the men answer the riddle of Samson: 

What is s eeter tha  ho ey? 

And what is stronger than a lio ?  

Samson understands that they were given the answer by his wife and infuriated he kills the 

e . I  har est seaso , “a so s ife is gi e  to a other a  e ause the father thi ks 
that Samson hates her. He blames the Philistines for his fate and set torches to foxes so that 

they can burn the stocks and grain of the Philistines. The Judah men arrest Samson [under 

his own will] and they move him to Lehi, where the Philistines come shouting on Samson. 
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Samson with the help of a jawbone of a donkey kills thousand Philistines and names the 

pla e as E  Hakkore . He o es o  to Gaza a d falls i  lo e ith a girl a ed Delilah. The 
lords of the Philistines saw Delilah as a route to kill Samson and approached her. They offer 

eleven hundred pieces of silver from each lord and she accepts the offer. 

However, Samson used to mock her with false answers whenever she asked about the 

secret of his strength. She tries to weaken Samson by doing whatever he says and Philistines 

hoped in vain for days that they will succeed. Delilah gets really frustrated and vexes 

“a so  to gi e the real a s er. He re eals that he is a Nazirite of God  a d his stre gth lies 
in his hair. 

Delilah invites the lords, as she believed that she finally got the secret. As they hide behind 

her house with the promised money, she lulls Samson to sleep in her knees. A man is called 

upon to shave the locks of Samson and he does that successfully. Samson becomes weak; 

the Philistines arrest him and torture him in the prison. He is blinded by the Philistines. The 

lords give a great sacrifice to Dagon [their God] and order to bring Samson to perform at the 

feast. 

The hair of Samson grew slightly and he was not completely shaven anymore. But the 

Philisti es did t o ser e the hair gro th a d let “a so  station between two pillars that 

supported the roof of the place. Samson decides to die with the three thousand men and 

women who came to the feast. So, he pushed the pillars of support and the temple fell on 

them leading to the death of the many Philistines and Samson as well. This is the Biblical 

story of Samson. 
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