
Year 1 English Home Learning 
Spring 1- Who lives in a place like this?  

In school within our connected curriculum topic we will be learning all about habitats. In 
English we use stories to focus on the key skills needed for writing sentences. We will also 

focus on phonics.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Phonics! 

Below is the Phase 4 sound mat and tricky words. These are the sounds and words we will be focusing on in 
Year 1 in Spring 1. To learn our sounds, we use Geraldine the Giraffe on Youtube. Use the mats to pick a sound 
(try to do the sounds in the order they appear on the mats). Type the sound into Youtube with Geraldine the 
Giraffe. E.G: ‘ow Geraldine the Giraffe’. Watch the video to introduce the sound. 

 Can you say the sound? Can you think of a word with that sound in? Can you write the word? 

Challenge: Can you put your word into a sentence and write it down? 

 

Listen to the story here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMn

aSkeKqQ 

 

 

 

Listen to the story. 

Listen to the story. Can you act out the story with 
your family? You could pick your favourite part and 
recreate it in your house.  

 

 

Adjectives. There are lots of adjectives and other 
descriptive words in the story, which describe 
different things. Can you find them all? Look at 
pictures of snails and whales and think of words / 
sentences / paragraphs to describe them?(see 
Resources below). 

 

 
Story review. 

What did you think of the 
story? 

Tell a member of your family 
what you liked about the 
story. What was your 
favourite part? What was 
your favourite animal? 

Challenge: Can you write a 
sentence explaining what you 
liked about the book. 

Newspaper Article. 

Imagine that you had to 
write a newspaper report 
about the people (and the 
snail) who saved the 
whale. What would it 
say? 

Can you create your own 
article?  

 

 

 

Rhyming. 

There is a lot of rhyming in the story. Can you 
find the rhyming words? Can you find other 
words which rhyme with them? 

 

End of the story.  

At the end of the story, the snail tells his friends 
all about his adventure. Can you write what he 
might have said to them? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


