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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Picknalls First School is a sponsor led academy and a member of the Uttoxeter Learning Trust 
(ULT) Multi-Academy Trust, catering for pupils between the ages of 3 and 9 years.  Since 
September 2004 it has had a designated Nursery catering for children in the academic year in 
which they become four. 
 Address:   Picknalls First School 
     Oldfields Road 
     Uttoxeter 
     Staffordshire 
     ST14 7QL 
 Telephone No:  01889 228700 

 Email:   office@picknalls.staffs.sch.uk 

     headteacher@picknalls.staffs.sch.uk 

 Website:   www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk 

 Headteacher:  Mrs Anne Tapp 

 Chair of Governors: Mr P Johnson 

 Email:   governor@picknalls.co.uk 

THE FOUNDATION STAGE TEAM 
Mrs A Jones   Foundation Stage Manager and Reception Class Teacher of FS1 

Miss S Harris  SENDCo and Reception Class Teacher of FS2 

Mrs E Price   Reception Class Teacher of FS2 during Miss Harris’ SENDCO time 

Miss V Goodwin  Nursery Leader 

Mrs M Jones   Teaching Assistant working in Reception Classes 

Miss K Durose  Teaching Assistant working in Nursery 

Mrs N Holt   Teaching Assistant working in Nursery 

  

 
#proudtobepicknalls 

Please use the icons above to visit our social media pages 
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WELCOME TO PICKNALLS FIRST SCHOOL 
     Providing the best start to education 

     Inspired teaching, inspiring children 

     Caring about children’s well being 

     Keeping children at the heart of the community 

     Nurture tolerance and mutual respect 

     All children matter, every lesson counts 

     Learning without limitations 

     Look to the future with a sense of hope 

     Supporting children to be the best they can be! 

 

 SCHOOL MOTTO 
At Picknalls we know our children well and are committed to providing them with the 
best possible start to their education in a safe, caring and happy environment. 

Our school motto sums this up in three words: 

ACHIEVE        BELIEVE       CARE 
We want our children to feel the satisfaction of achieving their full potential - not just 
academically but in art, sport and personal achievement. We aim to nurture young 
people who care for each other and for their community. 

“At the heart of leaders ambitions are pupils and their families. Pupils thrive and the 
schools aims, “achieve, believe and care’’, are at the centre of everything this school 
is about. Pupils behave exceptionally well, work hard and achieve well.” Ofsted. 
January 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs Anne Tapp  
Headteacher 
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AIMS OF THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 
Our Foundation Stage pupils are an important and integral part of our school and we are 
committed to providing outstanding provision for all pupils.  
With this in mind we aim to:  
• create a caring class based on good relationships and mutual respect 

• provide a secure, stimulating and happy environment in which quality teaching and 
effective learning can flourish 

• ensure that the development and progress of each child is monitored and that any 
identified needs are met 

• offer a broad and balanced curriculum which is practical in nature and provides access to 
all the DFE Early Learning goals to be achieved within the Foundation Stage 

• dovetail these learning experiences into the requirements of the National Curriculum later 
in the school 

• encourage high standards of behaviour, good manners and integrity, by fostering self-
esteem, self-motivation and self-discipline 

• nurture the spiritual, social and moral development of the children by encouraging active 
consideration of their own values, attitudes, beliefs and respect for the spiritual and moral 
values of others 

• ensure that equal opportunities are provided for all 

• place the highest demands on the children to achieve their potential by drawing out 
talent, ability and interest so that they can manage their lives now and in the future 

• provide an ideal introduction to the main school – through effective transition into Year 1 

TIME-TABLE AND ARRANGEMENTS 
NURSERY SESSION TIMES  
• Morning session:    8.30-11.30am 
• Yummy Club:   11.30-12.30am (charges apply) 

• Afternoon session:  12.30-3.30pm 
A TYPICAL SESSION IN THE PICKNALLS NURSERY CLASS 
A pump bag (labelled please) can be left on the child’s own peg; this should contain a pair of 
wellies and sun hat and spare clothes, all named please. There will be no need for the children 
to bring snacks. There will be an opportunity for parents to talk to staff members.  
• Children will self-register and go to activities of their choice.  
• The session’s activities will be outlined to the children – including outdoor play.  
• A variety of activities will begin. Each activity session will last for about thirty minutes.  
• A teacher focused input will conclude the first session’s activities.  
• The children will be given a piece of fruit and milk (if required).  
• A variety of activities will begin. Each activity session will last for about thirty minutes.  
• A final ‘rounding off’ period will be followed by a collective activity such as singing, 

rhymes, telling or listening to a story.  
• Parents collect their children from the classroom. 
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RECEPTION CLASSES 

EYFS are registered in 2 mixed ability class groups then either taught by their class teacher 
or other staff within the EYFS team. 

• All our Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 children are taught in their mixed ability class groups for all 
subjects 

• Staff with expertise in subjects often swap teaching groups across key stages to allow 
us to offer the very best education here at Picknalls First School 

• The school day starts at 8.55am and ends at 3.25pm 

• Children are allowed onto the premises at 8.40am and go to their respective 
playgrounds to wait for the bell.  Staff are on duty from 8.45am, once a member of 
staff is supervising the entrance gate pupils may walk up the steps and into their 
respective classes 

SAFEGUARDING 
If your child is being collected by anyone other than the usual parent or carer please inform the 
staff in advance.  We operate a password system in order to identify anyone unknown to us.   

ABSENCE 
Please notify the school as soon as possible if your child is absent through illness or due to a 
medical appointment.   We will ask to see proof of medical appointments including text 
messages and hospital letters. 

PARKING 
We are very fortunate to be able to use the Uttoxeter Leisure Centre carpark for free at the 
beginning and end of school times.  The agreed times for use are: 

• 8.40am-9.00am 

• 3.20pm-3.35pm 

Please help us to maintain good relationships with our neighbours by parking only in 
official spaces and adhering to the agreed times of use.  If you need to use the Leisure 
Centre carpark at any other time of day you must obtain a ticket from one of the machines. 

We would also ask that you do not park in Picknalls Lane, especially if you block one of the 
resident’s driveways.  This road is too narrow to turn around in without mounting the curb 
and causing danger to pedestrians. If you do have to drive into the school site, please 
remember that the speed limit is 5mph.  We always appeal to pedestrians to use the 
pavements.  Please help us to keep everyone safe on site. 

 
 

 



CURRICULUM 
“The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be 
learning to support their healthy development.  
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, 
and through creative and critical thinking which takes place both 
indoors and outside.”  
Foundationyears.org.uk, 2012, Parents Guide to the EYFS  

CONNECTED CURRICULUM 
Each half term every year group concentrates their learning around a different topic, this is 
known as our ‘Connected Curriculum’. 
Links between the topic and the morning English and Maths lessons will also be made in the 
main school. 
We start each half term with a ‘launch day’ where a fascinator is used to introduce the topic 
and hook the children into their topic. Fascinators may include: a trip, a visitor, a special 
object, a display etc. 
Each classroom throughout the school builds a special ‘Learning Journey Tree.’ The trunk of the 
tree shows the topic name, the roots of the tree show what the children 
already know about the topic and what they would like to know over 
their learning, and the leaves on the tree show what their new learning 
has been. 
‘The school’s ‘connected curriculum’ helps pupils build on what they 
have learned before. Pupils in Year 1 go ‘on safari’, learning about the 
geography of Africa. In Year 3, ancient Greece is brought to life through 
the ‘groovy Greeks’ topic. Pupils recall interesting facts because the 
curriculum really does connect with their learning and interests.  ‘ 
Ofsted, January, 2020. 
  

EARLY YEARS PUPIL PREMIUM (EYPP) 
You could apply for extra funding for eligible 3 and 4 year olds if you claim one of the 
following benefits: 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit and have net annual household earnings below £7,400 (this means 

your take-home pay from any paid employment, after Income Tax and NI 
contributions have been deducted) 

In addition, we can also get extra funding for children who: 
• Have been looked after by the local authority for at least one day 
• Have been adopted from care 
• Have left care through special guardianship 
• Are subject to a child arrangement order 
 
More information can be found here. 
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30 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE( NURSERY ONLY) 

30 hours free childcare is available for 3 and 4 year olds of working parents in England. The 30 
hours offer doubles the existing 15 hours currently available to all 3 and 4 year olds and could 
save working families up to £5,000 a year. To check your eligibility use the GOV.UK online 
calculator. 

If you are eligible you will be issued with a code which you will need to give to us along with 
your National Insurance number and your child’s date of birth.  

YUMMY CLUB (NURSERY ONLY) 
We offer a daily one hour session between 11.30am -12.30pm including a hot lunch for £6.00.  

This allows parents to join a morning and afternoon session together to allow for a nursery 
child to attend for a full day or to just extend a morning or afternoon session thus giving 
parents flexible childcare. 

Children will be cared for by Foundation Stage staff and will meet and mix with reception 
children during this hour.  

Payment of £6.00 per day should be made weekly in advance using ParentPay (see below). 
Should you wish to make use of this service, add sessions or change sessions please see a 
member of the Nursery staff.  

 

 

We use ParentPay to collect payments for things such as school lunches, trips and music 
lessons. 

We will send you an activation letter when your child starts, which contains your 
activation username and password to enable you to setup your ParentPay account. During 
the activation process you will be guided through changing your username and password to 
something more memorable; if you have more than one child at a ParentPay school/s you 
can also add children to a single account providing one login for all children at ParentPay 
schools. Should you have any problems setting up your account please contact the school 
office. 

FOREST SCHOOL 
All children will have the opportunity to attend our forest school sessions on a regular basis.  
This will take place in our own woodland with our dedicated forest school staff.   
We use this space on a weekly basis at least and it is therefore essential that children always 
have a named pair of wellies in a bag at school. 
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MORE INFORMATION 
ASSESSMENT 
All children will be assessed within the first few weeks of admission. Continuous assessment, 
based on the Foundation Stage principles, will form a basis for teachers’ planning. You will be 
involved in this assessment which will build towards a Foundation Stage profile.  

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
Please see our website’s ‘Policies’ page for this and many other policies and procedures. 

COMMUNICATION 
At Picknalls First School we believe that it is important to work in partnership with parents and 
that clear communication between school and parents is important to help students benefit as 
much as possible from their time in school. We use several different ways of doing this and we 
rely on your contact information being kept up-to-date.   
We use: 
• Email – we send regular emails through Teachers2Parents but can’t accept replies to 

these.  if you’d like to contact us via email please use office@picknalls.staffs.sch.uk   

• Letters – you will regularly receive letters throughout the year which will inform you 
about after school clubs, trips, activities and various other important information.  Digital 
copies will also be available on the website or please call into the office for an extra copy 

• Newsletters – every child receives a paper copy of the newsletter and you are also able to 
subscribe to a digital copy via our website 

• Parents Evening – we use an online booking system for appointments to meet with your 
child’s class teacher.  Invitations will be sent via email and text message approximately 
two weeks in advance 

• Phone calls – we will use the telephone numbers you provide to us for contacting you in 
the event of your child being taken ill, injured badly enough to possibly need professional 
medical treatment, persistent absence or when a child has not been collected at the end of 
the day and no reason has been given 

• School website – www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk – includes calendar dates, newsletters, 
policies and will be one of the places where a notice of closure will be placed e.g. due to 
bad weather 

• SIMS Parent – priority one and two contacts who live at the same address as the child 
will receive an email inviting them to go online or download the SIMS Parent app where 
they can view and amend contact, medical, dietary and other personal information 

• Teachers2Parents app – available as android or apple, this goes alongside the text 
messaging system, you will need to accept notifications PLEASE NOTE: If you register 
with the app you will NOT receive separate text messages 

• Text messages – we regularly send text messages to keep you up-to-date.  These will 
only be sent to the person who is the first on your child’s contact list where we have a 
current mobile number 

• Twitter – follow @Picknalls for regular updates and photos of events and activities 

• Instagram – follow picknallsfirst to view and submit authorised photographs 

 
 
 Page 9 

https://www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk/our-school/statutory-information/pol2
https://www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk/our-parents/general-information/letters
https://www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk/news-and-events/newsletters
http://www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk
https://sts.sims.co.uk/login?signin=eb981f7315a5b11838c7a735ce71dfbb
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.teachers2parents.teachers2parents&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/teachers2parents/id1293160257
https://twitter.com/picknalls
https://www.instagram.com/picknallsfirst/


CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parents will be expected to complete the registration forms used for every child in the school.  It 
is essential that all contact information is kept up-to-date.  Please use SIMS Parent or contact 
the school office. 

MEDICAL ISSUES 
If your child has been sick (i.e. vomiting & diarrhoea) our policy is for you to keep him/her at 
home for at least 48 hours. A copy of our policy on medicines is available from the school office. 
We cannot administer medicine unless it has been prescribed by a doctor or consultant to be 
taken 4 times a day. 
Children who have been appropriately treated for head lice can and should attend.  

OUT OF SCHOOL PROVISION 
Happy Hours @ Picknalls offers care for children aged 3-13 years.  Before 
and after school care is available from 7am-9am and 3.25pm-6.00pm. 
Their holiday club is available from 7am-6pm (the location will be 
dependent on numbers).  For more information please telephone 07518 
383775. 
 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
Your child may have the opportunity to take part in activities outside school which enhance 
our curriculum.  We will require written consent from someone with parental responsibility 
for each one. 
You will be fully informed of any educational visit which involves travel by coach. 

PARENTS’ CONSULTATION 
Open evenings are held termly, the first being in October just before the half term holiday.  
Another opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher occurs in February, again, just 
before the half term holiday.  An end-of-year report is sent out towards the end of the final 
half term in July. 
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NEWSLETTER 
A parents’ newsletter is produced frequently. Hard copies are made available to parents who 
wish to receive the newsletter in this form; alternatively a PDF version can be emailed. Please 
fill in the form included in the admission pack should you wish to use this service or subscribe 
on our website where an online copy is also available as well as previous newsletters. Our 
online newsletter is set up to be translated through Google Translate as is our home page. 

SOILING 
Every child who wets or soils themselves will be changed in school in compliance with our 
Toileting Policy. It would be helpful if a named spare set of clothes could be included in their 
school bag.  
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (S.E.N.D.) 

There may be many reasons why children experience learning difficulties. Our S.E.N.D. Leader, 
Miss S. Harris, could be called upon to identify children requiring special help at the earliest 
opportunity. Parents will be informed and consulted at every stage. This also applies to 
children who are very able and require educational opportunities that enrich and extend their 
rate and depth of learning.  

UNIFORM 
The wearing of school uniform is compulsory. Parents may wish to purchase a school 
sweatshirt and other school merchandise which is only available to buy from School’s In 
Our uniform code is:  
• Black or grey trousers/skirt/shorts  
• A red sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan  
• A white polo shirt or buttoned shirt  
• A red and white check summer dress  
• Black shoes (no trainers)  
 
Other clothing should be easy for the children to put on and take off, e.g. elasticated skirts, 
jogging trousers, Velcro fastened shoes, polo style shirts etc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
All clothing should be labelled.  

 

WELLIES 
We like to be out and about in our woodlands regularly and it would 
therefore be helpful if all the children could have a pair of named wellies 
in a bag on their peg.  
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TERM DATES FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR’S 2021-22 

Autumn Term 2021 
INSET Day: Wednesday 1st September 2021 

Thursday 2nd September-Thursday 21st October 2021 

INSET Day: Friday 22nd October 2021

Holiday: Monday 25th October 2021-Friday 29th October 

2021 Monday 31st October – Friday 17th December 2021 

Holiday: Monday 20th December- Monday 3rd January 2022 

Spring Term 2022 
INSET Day: Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Wednesday 5th January – Friday 18th February 2022 

Holiday: Monday 21st February- Friday 25th February 2022 

Monday 28th February-Friday 8th April 2022 

Holiday: Monday 11th April-Friday 22nd April 2022 

Easter Sunday: Sunday 17th April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 

INSET Day: Monday 25th April 2022 

Tuesday 26th April-Friday 27th May 2022 

Mayday: Monday 2nd May 2022 

Holiday: Monday 30th May-Friday 3rd June 2022 

Monday 6th June-Wednesday 20th July 2022 

INSET Day: Thursday 21st July 2022 

For more term dates see here 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/termdates.aspx


Picknalls First School 
Picknalls Lane 
Oldfields Road 
Uttoxeter 
Staffordshire 
ST14 7QL 

Telephone: 01889 228700 
E-mail: office@picknalls.staffs.sch.uk 
Website: www.picknalls.staffs.sch.uk 

Picknalls First School  

                             Part of the Uttoxeter Learning Trust 

                                        Company Number: 10547353 

                             Registered Office Address: 
                                  Uttoxeter Learning Trust 
                                  Thomas Alleynes High School 
                                  Dove Bank, Uttoxeter, Staffs 
                                  ST14 8DU 
                                  T: 01889 561820 

#proudtobepicknalls 

https://www.uttlt.org/
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50146713
https://www.instagram.com/picknallsfirst/
https://twitter.com/home?lang=en-gb
https://www.facebook.com/Picknalls-First-School-114296363598343

