
Picknalls First School 

Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum 
Statement 2021-2022 

Intent 

All children at Picknalls First School have the right to a rich and deep learning experience that includes the 
learning of the basics of an additional language. Our staff are committed to ensuring that competence in 
another language enables children to interpret, create and exchange meaning within and across cultures.  

It also helps children develop skills that will open further opportunities later in life. Understanding a modern 
foreign language increases a child’s understanding of their own language, and the building blocks which form 
this. It reinforces fluency and understanding of grammar, syntax, sentence structure and verbal precision. 
Increased capability in the use of languages can also promote initiative and independent learning and 
encourages diversity within society.  

The teaching of French in Key Stage 2 provides an appropriate balance of spoken and written language 
and lays the foundations for further foreign language teaching at Middle school.  

We teach a Connected Curriculum that fosters children’s curiosity and deepens their understanding of the 
world. They become effective users of language, and show an understanding and respect of different cultures 
in our local, national and global communities.  

Through the teaching of French at Picknalls First School, we aim to:  

• Deliver teaching informed by the National Curriculum and the skills expressed in this: Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, Writing and Inter Cultural Understanding 

• Ensure every child has the opportunity, throughout Key Stage 2, to study French as a foreign 
language; developing their interest in the culture of other nations, communities and beliefs 

• Ensure children in the EYFS and KS1 experience aspects of languages at times to suit their Connected 
Curriculum etc. 

• Develop children’s knowledge of where different languages, including the range of home languages 
spoken by the families of the school, as well as French, are spoken in the world 

• Ensure children develop a positive attitude to language learning 
• Encourage children to be confident learners, taking risks and showing resilience when faced with 

difficulties 
• Provide high-quality teaching and learning opportunities. 

Implementation 

In Key Stage 2, children have a weekly timetabled lesson of 45 minutes. In addition to this, staff and children 
use French in daily routines, for example, through answering the register and displaying the French date 
within the classroom.  Staff also play games in the target language to reinforce vocabulary between weekly 
lessons.  

Staff have access to a comprehensive scheme of work – Lightbulb Languages– which covers all aspects of 
the MFL curriculum: speaking, listening, reading, writing and cultural understanding, and progresses these 
skills and knowledge throughout Years 3 and 4. Activities can consist of actions, rhymes, stories, song, drama, 
grammar focus, video clips, air writing, sentence structure, dictionary work, book making and many more 
creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skills. The detailed medium-term planning ensures 



that both classes within the year group teach the same content in the same order. Non-specialist staff are 
further supported by the Languages Leader.  

Links have been developed within the Uttoxeter Pyramid of schools. The Languages Leader attends termly 
CELL meetings with First, Middle and High school staff. Benefits include: 

• In July of each year, children attend a Languages Festival at Thomas Alleyne’s High School where 
Year 9 students disseminate language learning to the children 

• In the Summer term, all Year 4 children in the Uttoxeter Pyramid enjoy a French transition project. 
The children’s work is then forwarded to the Middle schools to be displayed in September.  The 
project is jointly planned at the Spring term CELL meeting and recent projects include Le Gruffalo, 
Flotsam and La Chenille Qui Fait des Trous 

• Consistency in planning, assessment and target-setting across all First Schools, ensuring children 
have equal opportunities when they transfer to middle schools in Year 5 

Impact 

Our MFL curriculum is fun and enjoyed by learners, well-resourced and planned to demonstrate progression 
through Lower Key Stage 2. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through:  

• Pupil discussions about their learning; 
• Lesson observations; 
• Children applying their knowledge of language to other areas of the curriculum;  
• Children applying their cultural understanding and tolerance across society and cultures. 

Next Steps 

Current aspects under review are: 

➢ Evaluating the success of Lightbulb Languages in supporting non-specialist teachers.  
➢ The use of targets in determining children’s knowledge, understanding and skills.  

Prepared by Mrs Backhouse 
Modern Foreign Languages Lead 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendices 

MFL Long-Term Plan: Year 3 
 
 Unit Key Learning Objectives 

and Outcomes 
Content Language  

focus 
Sounds 

Autumn La France 
 
Unit 1 
Greetings 
(1) 

Learn about the different 
languages spoken by children in 
the school (IU3.1) 
Identify countries around the 
world where French is spoken 
(IU3.2) 
Identify a route from Uttoxeter 
to French-speaking countries 
(IU) 
 

Which languages are 
spoken in our school? 
What do we know 
about France? 
Which countries speak 
French? 
How could we travel 
there? 
Say hello and goodbye 
Learn  a finger rhyme 

Bonjour 
Oui/Non 
Merci 
 

 

Unit 1 
Greetings  
(2-6) 

Listen and respond to simple 
songs and rhymes (O3.1) 
Recognise and respond to 
sound patterns and words 
(O3.2) 
Ask simple questions (O3.3) 
 

Say hello and goodbye 
Say your name and age 
Use numbers 1-12 
Take part in poems and 
raps 
Sing a counting song 

Je m’appelle 
Tu t’appelles  
Question words 
Possessive 
adjectives (mon, 
ma) 

on, u , je, 
ère 

Spring Unit 2 
Songs and 
Games  
(7-9) 

Respond to a story or rhyme in 
French (O3.1) 
Ask and understand simple 
questions (O3.3) 
Make links between some 
phonemes (L3.2) 

Take part in a nursery 
rhyme 
(Le fermier dans son 
pré or Le navet 
énorme) 
Use numbers 0-20 
Express a preference 
 

Singular and 
plural nouns 
Awareness of 
gender Je 
m’appelle 

é, er, ère 
silent –s 
on, oi 

Unit 3  
Celebrations 
(10-13) 

Recognise familiar words in 
written form (L3.1) 
Identify social conventions (IU 
3.3) 
Experiment with the writing of 
simple words (L3.3) 

Say what you can do 
well 
Recognise your 
birthday month 
Write a party invitation 
Take part in some 
party games 

Regular –er verbs: 
je form 
Simple adverbs 
Position of 
adverbs in a 
sentence 

j/ge 
ère/aire 
é/er/ez 
 
 

Summer Unit 4 
All About Me 
(14-15) 

Listen and respond to songs 
(O3.1) 
Recognise and respond to 
words (O3.2) 
 

Name parts of the body 
Recognise colours 
Sing a simple song 
using colours 

Plurals: -s, -x  

Unit 4  
All About Me 
(16-18) 
 

Listen attentively (O3.4) 
Perform simple communicative 
tasks (O3.3) 
Recognise familiar words in 
written form (L3.1) 
Experiment with the writing of 
simple words (L3.3) 

Describe people and 
monsters using simple 
statements 
Use a model to write 
simple decriptions 
 

Adjectives: colour 
+ noun 
Verb avoir: j’ai, il 
a, elle a Verb 
être: je suis, il est, 
elle est 

ou, eu 

 

 
 
 
 
 



MFL Long-Term Plan: Year 4 
 
 Unit  Key Learning Objectives 

and Outcomes 
Content Language  

focus 
Sounds 

Autumn Unit 5  
All Aboard 
(19-23) 

Ask and answer questions to 
carry out a survey (O4.4) 
Write simple words from 
memory (L4.4) 
Learn about ways of travelling 
to French speaking countries 
(IU4.4) 
Listen for specific words and 
phrases (O4.2) 
 

Say where you are 
going and how you 
travel 
Names of French 
speaking countries 
Days of the week 
Describe the weather 

en/à + transport 
à + place 
Aller: je vais, tu 
vas 
Question words 
 

au/eau 
qu 
i 
un 
 

Unit 6 
Pocket 
Money  
(28-32) 

Follow a short and familiar 
text, listening and reading at 
the same time (L4.2) 
Read and memorise words 
(LLS) 
Compare everyday French life 
to their own (IU4.2) 

Express and justify 
opinions about likes 
and dislikes 
Numbers 21-30 
Simple prices 

C’est + adjective in 

Intercultural 
Topic - Noël 

Learn about festivals and 
celebrations in France (IU 4.1) 
Compare everyday French life 
to their own (IU4.2) 

La fête de Saint 
Nicolas 06/12) 
Story: Monsieur le 
bonhomme de neige 
Chanson: Vive le vent 

J’aime ……. 
Je n’aime pas 
….. 
J’aime beaucoup 
….. 
Voici ….. 

 

Spring Unit 5 
All Aboard 
(24-27) 

Listen for sounds, rhyme and 
rhythm (O4.3) 
Build a sentence with 2 ideas 
(LLS) 
Recognise number patters (LLS) 
Memorise and present a  
weather report (O4.1) 
Read some familiar words and 
phrases aloud and pronounce 
them accurately (L4.3) 

Talk about the 
weather 
Put together a simple 
weather forecast 
Days of the week 
Numbers 21-30 

Il fait …… 
Il y a ……… 

Rhyming 
patterns 

Unit 7  
Vive le 
Sport 
(33-36) 

Read and understand a range 
of familiar written phrases 
(L4.1) 
Use gesture and mime to show 
they understand (LLS) 
Write simple words and phrases 
using a model and some words 
from memory( L4.4) 

Make simple 
statements  about 
sports activities and 
diet 
Foods 
 

Qu’est-ce que….. 
Faire: je fais, tu 
fais 
Jouer au +sport 
Faire du/ de la 
+sport 

on/om 

Intercultural 
Topic – 
Mardi Gras 
et Pâques 
 

Learn about festivals and 
celebrations in France (IU 4.1) 
Read and understand a range 
of familiar written phrases 
(L4.1) 
Compare everyday French life 
to their own (IU4.2) 

Mardi Gras 
processions 
(25/02/20) 
Pâques 
Les cloches volantes 

 Phonics 
games 

Summer  
Middle School Transition Project 
(To be agreed yearly by MFL CELL) 

 

 


