
 
 

 
 

Grimsbury Family Association 
 

                                                            Learning policy 
 
Rationale 
At Grimsbury Family Association we believe that our learning environment both indoors and 
outside should be welcoming, inspiring, secure, have well maintained resources and be 
accessible for all. 
 
Our aim is to develop a stimulated learning environment, which will encourage all children to 
explore, investigate, collaborate and communicate through play and first hand experiences. 
 
Objectives. 
 
The learning opportunities we offer recognise that every child is unique and are generally 
open ended and allow children to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 
All children have a key person from which they develop positive relationships, learn to be 
strong and independent. 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and 
learning enabling them to make choices and be independent. 
Children develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually at different rates. 
Children’s learning is holistic and opportunities should be given that allow time for 
exploration, experimentation, co-operation, sustained shared thinking, communication 
through play.  
 
The role of the practitioner 
 
To observe and reflect on children’s play. 
To plan and resource a stimulating age and stage appropriate environment, which supports 
and extends children’s interests and learning. 
To develop children’s language and communication. 
To support and develop children’s skills of social interaction. 
To ensure that all children are encouraged to take risks and to challenge their abilities whilst 
ensuring their safety at all times. 
To ensure that there is a balance of child led and adult initiated play based activities. 
 
 
 
 
Planning 
 
Planning will be in accordance with the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework. 
Long term planning will include continuous provision, a recognition of the seasons and 
celebrations within the community. Short term planning as a result of key person's 
observations will reflect children’s interests and identified next steps. Planning will provide a 
balance between child initiated and adult led learning opportunities. All planning will be 
reviewed continuously to ensure that it meets the needs of the children. 
 
Resources 
 
Adults will be responsible for providing stimulating resources that will be changed or 
enhanced in order to reflect the interests and needs of the children each day. 



The environment will be organised in such a way that it provides rich learning experiences, 
but at the same time provides constancy of organisation for the children, so that they feel 
secure in their choices and are independent.  
All resources will be clearly labelled using pictures and text. 
All equipment will be checked as it is used and any unsafe resources will be removed. Risk 
assessments will be carried out daily in the outside environment in line with OCC guidelines. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
The indoor and outdoor environment is accessible to all children regardless of ability, 
gender, culture, religion, race, family background, disability or special educational need. 
Please refer also to the linked policy of Equal Opportunities and Inclusion  
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