
 

India Water Forum 
 
To engage leaders in industry, government and non-government 
organizations to develop and communicate a clear scientific 
assessment of the key water issues and opportunities from a broad 
set of user and developer perspectives.  
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Specific Objectives 
 

1. Develop IWF Stakeholders with 

specific framework of action:  

Banks, agriculture inputs producing 

companies, insurance companies  

2. Promote sustainability through  

stakeholder partnerships on 

Agricultural Extension/ Technology 

transfer  

3. Thought initiator and a think tank, 

that develops recommendations 

through successfully applied and 

tested multi-stakeholder actions. 

4. Develop and document experiments 

on water-energy savings in focused 

regions (Punjab, Bihar/Jharkhand, 

Gujarat ...)   

5. Effective communication to farmers 

and stakeholders 

6. Influence policy based on scientific 

analysis, successful demonstration 

and field experiments that use state-

of-the-art tools and technologies. 

7. Articulate the challenges 

surrounding Water-Energy-

Agriculture-Climate-Livelihood 

8. Develops  recommendations  for 

enabling Public Private 

Partnerships (PPP) in water-

energy-agriculture 

 



 

 

Initiative launched by the Columbia University Water Center in New York 

  
The forum will strategically identify selected water issues in the agricultural, industrial, 
domestic and ecological sectors, and develop mechanisms for implementation of potential 
solutions through scenario analysis in the appropriate physical and social context 
determined by sustainability considerations. The initial efforts target agriculture and 
water/food/energy security in the context of changing climate and demographics in India 
and their connections to local and global factors. The role industries can play to contribute 
to water security is one aspect of this work. The India Water Forum’s efforts will be linked 
to the various programs/initiatives on water globally and the tools being developed.    
 

Key goal of this initiative is to facilitate sustainable water development and 
management in India in the face of demographic and climate change.  
 
Water is a critical resource in India, critical for rural livelihoods, critical for future urban 
and industrial growth, and critical for ecosystem survival. Virtually all sectors of society 
intersect in determining the country’s water future, and there is a need for strategic 
investment in resource development and management, recognizing the diverse, 
competitive needs, the multiple scales of potential development and use, and the 
changing physical and social environment. Sustainable development and management 
requires understanding, prediction and analysis of the factors involved in the long term 
evolution of the inter-linked natural and human systems, to assure that the growth of 
these systems leads to positive and balanced outcomes.  

 

Our initial focus is on assessing opportunities for 
improvements in agricultural water use, the associated energy 
use and financial risk management, subsidies and incentives as 
part of a supply development and demand management 
strategy that would involve collective action by governments, 
industries and individuals. 

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS  
 

Multi-scale modeling 
of the relevant 

systems, including 
climate, market 

access, price, 
technological and 

labor risks. 

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS  
 

Develop technical, 
information based 

analyses of the concerns, 
the options available to 

users or developers, and 
the mechanisms for 

implementation of 
potential solutions 


