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Dear Parent / Carer  
  
Firstly, can I take this opportunity to thank you and your son/daughter for continuing to 
engage with the online learning and producing some absolutely incredible work!  So many of 
you should be proud of what you have achieved over this period.  The newsletter and our 
social media channels have showcased so much incredible work and if you haven’t done so 
yet, please take time to look back over the editions since lockdown – it is well worth it!   
  
I wanted to write to you following the recent Government announcement about a full return to 
school for all students in September 2020 and specifically talk about what the Warblington 
experience may be like at the start of the new academic year.  As you would expect, there 
are a number of complicated logistical issues to resolve to ensure that we are able to do so 
as safely as possible and in line with the guidance.  There remains some lack of clarity on a 
number of issues for a secondary school setting but we are focussed in our duty to ensure a 
safe, happy return for all of our students.   
 
We are desperate for that sense of reconnection as we know many of our students are too.  
The significant guidance that was published on 2 July 2020 is available here  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools .   
   
Warblington School takes pride in our offer of a broad and balanced curriculum for all our 
students.  In line with guidance, we are thrilled to be able to continue to offer a full range of 
subjects and in specialist teaching areas when students return.  We have worked on a plan 
that does not impact face to face teaching time and continues to offer a rich curriculum for 
all.   
  
At the start of term in September 2020 when all students are in school, it is our aim to keep 
year groups together in ‘bubbles.’ This will allow them to be taught in their teaching groups by 
their subject specialist teacher, enabling them to reconnect and build strong relationships that 
we know benefit learning and progress.  All movement around school will be in a strict one-
way system.  We will be producing videos before the students return to explain how this 
system will work.  
  
In making these plans, I am mindful of the fact that that there are six weeks until students 
return to school.  Significant changes either in R rate and/or government guidance may mean 
that plans need to change prior to our full return hence me simply detailing an outline to you 
today rather than the full specifics at this stage.  Face masks present the most recent 
example, where children over 11 who enter into shops must wear a face covering, but at the 
moment we are strictly advised not to have students wearing masks in schools.  I am seeking 
clarification on this.    
  

mailto:admin@warblingtonschool.co.uk
http://www.warblingtonschool.co.uk/
http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=QrOBJcca7DQpcdTvZvGK8fe98v31NAqP4CFWmVtOI0FaWBopzO13-2Br9gsG2Ch8gnyqqQuw0QKKWwMgFfB9FBPAq-2FnAo-2BxEU4crSyegMdKthMdwju9BTuSXKUccPk-2FhCo3CsWqpJbKCPShcqeKNLTyK8JgwkDtsXZo3itFduINVNiFtfwlxwJkX0KmLz32MgAKKxQ_bNe54vtJNbyyyYKvjiOXacJt-2BxVI48nUrYwPs4AoANVFuAqbYWQHFc809zc3le0iN5qQ-2FYcFx1MmlWTGwdRQHOr863YRNmif4W6Oy9edhySQDajA7afkBB1l4GBGAtNN-2FeOSDx533S2zi1FB7ggbhzM4bpmQJgnPRjeZMWMkCaWTqerlAY6DiG3NiO00W8inebCLN-2Fjto6vdZ9wiL0lkKzpLVnByecZUMUT3i-2FtHLjOswh6yW6aoaLD5TVvFya1hwkYZn6fv2tiMMXfqSpfeg1-2FLIEVtLq8UPj1W48DAduVf0eyQBfz96ndTLd8atsX7xYTN2L0Qk8mrTZQaCsokWLfKL8eIfdSNZLuzHpC6oHjBCVIpCv9GnwbBFZXfBvC1mbYXiM4BWD5cUSvcaS-2F60rlr0y7nFY2hpCP9kKfkBws-3D
http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=QrOBJcca7DQpcdTvZvGK8fe98v31NAqP4CFWmVtOI0FaWBopzO13-2Br9gsG2Ch8gnyqqQuw0QKKWwMgFfB9FBPAq-2FnAo-2BxEU4crSyegMdKthMdwju9BTuSXKUccPk-2FhCo3CsWqpJbKCPShcqeKNLTyK8JgwkDtsXZo3itFduINVNiFtfwlxwJkX0KmLz32MgAKKxQ_bNe54vtJNbyyyYKvjiOXacJt-2BxVI48nUrYwPs4AoANVFuAqbYWQHFc809zc3le0iN5qQ-2FYcFx1MmlWTGwdRQHOr863YRNmif4W6Oy9edhySQDajA7afkBB1l4GBGAtNN-2FeOSDx533S2zi1FB7ggbhzM4bpmQJgnPRjeZMWMkCaWTqerlAY6DiG3NiO00W8inebCLN-2Fjto6vdZ9wiL0lkKzpLVnByecZUMUT3i-2FtHLjOswh6yW6aoaLD5TVvFya1hwkYZn6fv2tiMMXfqSpfeg1-2FLIEVtLq8UPj1W48DAduVf0eyQBfz96ndTLd8atsX7xYTN2L0Qk8mrTZQaCsokWLfKL8eIfdSNZLuzHpC6oHjBCVIpCv9GnwbBFZXfBvC1mbYXiM4BWD5cUSvcaS-2F60rlr0y7nFY2hpCP9kKfkBws-3D


 

 
 

Staff and Governors are aware of our plans for September and we are taking time to listen to 
their feedback, consider alternative options and ensure adherence to guidance but also 
supporting a full return for all students. We are also aware that there is six weeks before 
students return and much can change in this time.  We will send you confirmation of the 
plans to all parents and carers in the week beginning 31 August 2020 prior to the start 
of term.    
  
I have attached an information leaflet detailing some the guidance we will be using from 
September, highlighting these key points.  We will be presenting this to students via a virtual 
assembly on Classcharts before the end of term.  If you have any questions and concerns 
please email admin@warblingtonschool.co.uk which will continue to be monitored over the 
summer.  If your query relates to a safeguarding matter, please contact 
keepintouch@warblingtonschool.co.uk  
  
 The most important points to highlight are that:  
 
 Full attendance will be expected from September – your first day in school will 

be MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER.  Full details are in the attached leaflet.  

 Full school uniform must be worn.  Any issues with this, please contact the school.  

 Students must have their full pencil case, in line with our Ready to Learn programme, and 
we are also encouraging students to have their own set of colouring pencils 
too.  Equipment CANNOT BE LOANED OUT for the foreseeable future.  

 It is advisable for everyone to have tissues, hand sanitizer and their own refillable 
bottle.    

 The school day has been restructured slightly to enable staggered breaks and 
lunches.  Details are on the leaflet and in the virtual assembly.    

 Our A-F behaviour policy remains in place and we expect students to behave in the way 
we have been accustomed to seeing since introducing the system.  Therefore, there will 
be clear actions/consequences in light of any behaviour that does not meet our high 
expectations.  Any new rule adaptions (for example, the one-way system) have been 
implemented to keep each other safe throughout these challenging and very different 
times when all students return to school, therefore it is important everyone understands 
the importance of these.  

 Classroom layouts have been adapted and students will mainly be taught in rows facing 
the teacher at the front.  This may vary in specialist areas.  

 PE will be outside except in exceptional circumstances.  

 Cleaning routines will remain significantly enhanced.  We have already appointed 
additional cleaners to be on site during the school day. Surfaces will be cleaned between 
lessons.   

 Attendance will be compulsory in line with DfE guidelines.  

  
But the most important point with all of this is if your child is exhibiting symptoms – they must 
stay at home.  All students have access to a Covid-19 test, and it is the parents’ responsibility 
to inform the school of the outcome of the test.  
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In the event of a local lockdown or school closure taking place, the expectation is for all 
students to continue their learning remotely and we will continue to use Classcharts for 
setting work.  Students will receive further training on this in September.  If this is not 
possible, due to a lack of IT in the home, the school will provide learning packs which can be 
collected.  Lessons will be uploaded regularly, from all subject areas, with clear deadlines set 
for students to submit work for marking and feedback. Where possible these lessons will 
mirror the exact curriculum being taught in school, ensuring that students’ progress is not 
affected.  We may use The Oak Academy platform for the setting of some lessons; this is a 
site set up and funded by the DFE.  
  
All of us at Warblington School believe that the need for clear and consistent routines with a 
focus on a return to ‘normal’ as far as we possibly can for our students is our priority.  The 
overwhelming majority of them have been out of school for a significant period of time and 
we need to ensure that we maximise the time to genuinely teach, to enable us to identify 
where and what gaps students may have.  We are reviewing our curricular currently to 
ensure that we are ready to get everyone back up to speed, but we also do understand that 
there may be a short period, which we are referring to as ‘pre-season training’  which is 
required to get students back up to learning for 5 lessons a day.    
  
I have calendared an INSET day for Thursday 3rd September, which is the start of the 
Autumn Term. This has been scheduled deliberately to allow us a chance to implement any 
potential changes that may come about over the summer break.  It will also ensure that every 
learning environment is completely ready for the full reopening.  
  
You will shortly be receiving a ‘report’ early next week, identifying the quality and quantity of 
work carried out during the school closure.  We have also recorded our annual awards 
afternoons as so many students produced brilliant work both before and during the school 
being closed and we felt this deserved recognition.  These videos will be available via an 
announcement on Classcharts and certificates will arrive with the report next week.  
  
Thank you in anticipation of your patience and understanding throughout this period. It is a 
complex planning time for us and striving to ensure our community remains safe, healthy and 
happy remains our priority.  We are really looking forward to having our community back in 
and learning in September.  I know my staff are keen to getting back to doing what they love 
– teaching and inspiring young people.  
  
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support, your many kind messages and to 
wish you a very happy and healthy summer break.  We cannot wait for September!  
    
Yours sincerely  
  
  
  
Mr M Hartnell  
Headteacher  
 


