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Dear Parent / Carer  
 
Firstly, can I take this opportunity to thank you and your son/daughter for continuing to engage 
with the online learning and producing some absolutely incredible work!  So many of you 
should be proud of what you have achieved over this period.  The newsletter and our social 
media channels have showcased so much incredible work and if you haven’t done so yet, 
please take time to look back over the editions since lockdown – it is well worth it!   
  
I wanted to write to you following the recent Government announcement about a full return to 
school for all students in September 2020 and specifically talk about what the Warblington 
experience may be like at the start of the new academic year.  As you would expect, there are 
a number of complicated logistical issues to resolve to ensure that we are able to do so as 
safely as possible and in line with the guidance.  There remains some lack of clarity on a 
number of issues for a secondary school setting but we are focussed in our duty to ensure a 
safe, happy return for all of our students.  We are desperate for that sense of reconnection as 
we know many of our students are too.  The significant guidance that was published on 2 July 
2020 is available here  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-
during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools .   
   
Warblington School takes pride in our offer of a broad and balanced curriculum for all our 
students.  In line with guidance, we are thrilled to be able to continue to offer a full range of 
subjects and in specialist teaching areas when students return.  We have worked on a plan 
that does not impact face to face teaching time and continues to offer a rich curriculum for 
all.   As part of our ongoing changes to improve outcomes at the school, we have made some 
adjustments to timetables.  
 
Core PE 
Time has been reduced to the statutory amount as your child begins year 10, with an extra 
lesson allocated to English, in addition to the two option subjects your child chose last 
year.  This will allow your child more time to study their option choices in more depth.  
Although this was planned prior to Covid-19, it has become an increasingly important need 
now given the potential amount of time students haven’t experienced in these specialist 
areas.  
  
DIT Students 
Due to the amount of time lost and the complexities of this course, we have made a decision 
to convert to the successful Creative iMedia course.  There is much overlap between the two 
courses and therefore the workload, we feel, is much more manageable given the amount of 
practical time lost.  
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Business Studies students 
Staffing changes have necessitated a change to your child’s curriculum.  We are unable to 
continue offering business studies next year, which I understand may be a disappointment.   
The students will have the opportunity to gain a qualification in PE instead.  The reason for this 
choice is because the VCert PE qualification is very successful at Warblington and also 
supplements much of the science curriculum, in particular the biology element, therefore the 
benefits will be much wider.    

  
At the start of term in September 2020 when all students are in school, it is our aim to keep 
year groups together in ‘bubbles.’ This will allow them to be taught in their teaching groups by 
their subject specialist teacher, enabling them to reconnect and build strong relationships that 
we know benefit learning and progress.  All movement around school will be in a strict one-way 
system.  We will be producing videos before the students return to explain how this system will 
work.  
  
In making these plans, I am mindful of the fact that that there are six weeks until students 
return to school.  Significant changes either in R rate and/or government guidance may mean 
that plans need to change prior to our full return hence me simply detailing an outline to you 
today rather than the full specifics at this stage.  Face masks present the most recent example, 
where children over 11 who enter into shops must wear a face covering, but at the moment we 
are strictly advised not to have students wearing masks in schools.  I am seeking clarification 
on this.    
  
Staff and Governors are aware of our plans for September and we are taking time to listen to 
their feedback, consider alternative options and ensure adherence to guidance but also 
supporting a full return for all students. We are also aware that there is six weeks before 
students return and much can change in this time.  We will send you confirmation of the 
plans to all parents and carers in the week beginning 31 August 2020 prior to the start of 
term.    
  
I have attached an information leaflet detailing some the guidance we will be using from 
September, highlighting these key points.  We will be presenting this to students via a virtual 
assembly on Classcharts before the end of term.  If you have any questions and concerns 
please email admin@warblingtonschool.co.uk which will continue to be monitored over the 
summer. If your query relates to a safeguarding matter, please contact 
keepintouch@warblingtonschool.co.uk.  
 
 The most important points to highlight are that:  
 
 Full attendance will be expected from September – your first day in school will 

be MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER.  Full details are in the attached leaflet.  

 Full school uniform must be worn.  Any issues with this, please contact the school.  

 Students must have their full pencil case, in line with our Ready to Learn programme, and 
we are also encouraging students to have their own set of colouring pencils 
too.  Equipment CANNOT BE LOANED OUT for the foreseeable future.  

 It is advisable for everyone to have tissues, hand sanitizer and their own refillable bottle.    

 The school day has been restructured slightly to enable staggered breaks and 
lunches.  Details are on the leaflet and in the virtual assembly.    
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 Our A-F behaviour policy remains in place and we expect students to behave in the way 
we have been accustomed to seeing since introducing the system.  Therefore, there will be 
clear actions/consequences in light of any behaviour that does not meet our high 
expectations.  Any new rule adaptions (for example, the one-way system) have been 
implemented to keep each other safe throughout these challenging and very different times 
when all students return to school, therefore it is important everyone understands the 
importance of these.  

 Classroom layouts have been adapted and students will mainly be taught in rows facing 
the teacher at the front.  This may vary in specialist areas.  

 PE will be outside except in exceptional circumstances.  

 Cleaning routines will remain significantly enhanced.  We have already appointed 
additional cleaners to be on site during the school day. Surfaces will be cleaned between 
lessons.   

 Attendance will be compulsory in line with DfE guidelines.  

 
But the most important point with all of this is if your child is exhibiting symptoms – they must 
stay at home.  All students have access to a Covid-19 test, and it is the parents’ responsibility 
to inform the school of the outcome of the test.  
 
In the event of a local lockdown or school closure taking place, the expectation is for all 
students to continue their learning remotely and we will continue to use Classcharts for setting 
work.  Students will receive further training on this in September.  If this is not possible, due to 
a lack of IT in the home, the school will provide learning packs which can be collected.   
Lessons will be uploaded regularly, from all subject areas, with clear deadlines set for students 
to submit work for marking and feedback. Where possible these lessons will mirror the exact 
curriculum being taught in school, ensuring that students’ progress is not affected.  We may 
use The Oak Academy platform for the setting of some lessons; this is a site set up and 
funded by the DFE.  
  
All of us at Warblington School believe that the need for clear and consistent routines with a 
focus on a return to ‘normal’ as far as we possibly can for our students is our priority.  The 
overwhelming majority of them have been out of school for a significant period of time and we 
need to ensure that we maximise the time to genuinely teach, to enable us to identify where 
and what gaps students may have.  We are reviewing our curricular currently to ensure that 
we are ready to get everyone back up to speed, but we also do understand that there may be 
a short period, which we are referring to as ‘pre-season training’  which is required to get 
students back up to learning for 5 lessons a day.    
  
I have calendared an INSET day for Thursday 3rd September, which is the start of the Autumn 
Term. This has been scheduled deliberately to allow us a chance to implement any potential 
changes that may come about over the summer break.  It will also ensure that every learning 
environment is completely ready for the full reopening.  
  
You will shortly be receiving a ‘report’ early next week, identifying the quality and quantity of 
work carried out during the school closure.  We have also recorded our annual awards 
afternoons as so many students produced brilliant work both before and during the school 
being closed and we felt this deserved recognition.  These videos will be available via an 
announcement on Classcharts and certificates will arrive with the report next week.  
  



 

 
 

 
  
Thank you in anticipation of your patience and understanding throughout this period. It is a 
complex planning time for us and striving to ensure our community remains safe, healthy and 
happy remains our priority.  We are really looking forward to having our community back in and 
learning in September.  I know my staff are keen to getting back to doing what they love – 
teaching and inspiring young people.  
  
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support, your many kind messages and to 
wish you a very happy and healthy summer break.  We cannot wait for September!  
  
Yours sincerely  
  
  
  
Mr M Hartnell  
Headteacher  


