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Workshops:
• Workshop 1) Getting into position
• Workshop 2) The importance of expectancy
• Workshop 3) The day of your showing – there’s no way to stop it

Joel 2: 18-32 & Isaiah 6: 1
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Conference Foreword – Overseer Bailey 

Greetings to you all in the precious name of Jesus, It is a great privilege afforded to 
us once again as we approach another year of the Sons of Issachar seminar, the 
theme for this year is ‘The Year of Release – expect the unexpected’. The text is 
taken from Joel 2 vs. 18-32 and Isaiah 6 vs. 1. Bearing the scriptures in mind truly 
the Lord will restore, God sent his servant Moses to Pharaoh to tell him let my 
people go so they can serve me. The end result was that God’s people were 
released with a great victory they borrowed of their enemies’ jewels of gold, jewels of 
silver and raiment Exodus 12 vs. 35.  

We are truly praying for a release of souls for the harvest is plentiful but the 
labourers few Mt 9 vs. 37. I encouraged you all lets work together and support each 
other as we pray to this end that all of us will be blessed in this time of release. 

Preamble - ‘The year of release – expect the unexpected’ 

Scripture reading: Joel 2: 18-32 & Isaiah 6: 1   

The church is going through and coming out of a very difficult period in deed.  It is 
fair to say, that, if the church is going through then the people are going through.  
The question begs, how will we come out of the struggle; will we come out as pure 
gold or will we be marked by the stain of the fire? The process must, though enable 
us to become all that God wants us to be.  The three Hebrew boys came out of their 
fiery experience without the aroma of fire in their garments, but, instead they came 
out victorious and ready for their release.    

In this lesson we read about the desolation which should be made in the land of 
Judah by the locust and caterpillars.  Whilst the people are under this judgement, to 
return and repent, too fast and pray and to seek God for mercy.  There is a promise 
made that upon their repentance, God would remove the judgement and repair the 
breaches made upon them by it and restore unto them plenty of all good things.  We 
have entered the season of ‘release’ and a time to in our season to ‘expect the 
unexpected’.   

What do we mean by ‘release’, how do get in a position of ‘expected’ and how do 
we create a spiritual platform, so, we can touch the ‘unexpected’. 

Release: allow or enable to escape from confinement, set free, let go or allow to 
leave etc. 

Expect: anticipate, await, look for, or anticipate etc. 

Unexpected: unforeseen, unanticipated, unpredicted or unplanned etc. 

These definitions only serve to state the obvious, about the underlying meaning of 
each word.  The question that we need to ask is how can we position ourselves to 
receive the unexpected from God? The principle of sowing and reaping can be found 
in Genesis 8:22, however, this goes beyond that as we are not only looking forward 
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to a release in our finances, relationships, in healing and in our deliverance, but we 
are also expected something supernatural to occur.   

The Bible contains many scriptures that allow us to understand that we are the result 
of what we believe.  Proverbs 18:21 – death and life are in the power of the 
tongue; Matthew 21:22 – whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive; Isaiah 55:11 – my word shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish; Romans 4:17 – call those things which be not as though they were and 
Hebrews 11: 1-10 – now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 

In the natural, there is a business model knows as ‘The Outcome – Based 
Business Model’.   The essence of the model is to lead people and business to 
accomplish focused, specific objective that are driven by a business opportunity.  
However, the central component hinges on the business setting and believing their 
goals, which must be outcome based and driven. 

 
What for many may be rare now will become the norm.  The year of release calls for 
the men of God to raise their level of anticipation and expectoration.  The point here 
is that we cannot afford to let the past failures affect our future success.  Isaiah 
records, that, ‘Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things 
of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know 
it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert’. (43:18, 19)  
God is doing a new thing.  And if God wants to do a new thing, then he will do it.  
When God say he will do it, it’s done.  No opposing force, whether they are satanic, 
governmental or health of the economical CAN prevent the plan God has for your 
life. 
Let me share a brief testimony of expecting the unexpected. 

The story began in 1997, however, for brevity I will jump to the year 2013.  In 
January of the same year, I laid my hand on my current car and prayed with my wife 
that this would be the last year that I would drive this car!  Between then and the 
release we went as a family to agree on the model, the specification and colour etc.  
By June, I started a conversation with a local council who had need of a ‘change 
agent’ to repair a damaged city council department that had a very poor service 
delivery track record which affected the perception of the service users of the council 
and a woeful history of working together with key stakeholders.  One of the primary 
tasks was to improve customer relations and to build organisation synergy fit for 
purpose.   

By July, whilst at Convocation, my confirmed PA called me to sign off on the 
company vehicle that I wished to order.  The only limit was that I could not exceed 
£99,000!!  The vehicle arrived around September and by the November (2013), the 
department was inspected and declared that ‘significant / measured improvements 
had been made’ by the newly appointed Chief Officer.  
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By 2014, we parted company and we agreed that the ownership of the car would be 
transferred over to me!  God can exceed and give abundantly more than we can ask 
or think.     

Having come through this; we have set our buckets like the women who believed 
what the prophet told her.  The Bible records that the women borrowed empty 
vessels, shut the door behind her and her and her sons, poured the oil from her jar 
into the vessels, exactly what she was told.  All the vessels borrowed were filled with 
oil.  The oil ‘stayed’ and the women were able to live an abundant life.  2 kings 4. 

A word of caution; this won’t happen to everyone.  The gospel of Matthew tells us 
why, the unexpected just won’t happen to everyone.   

The Bible declares that, and when Jesus departed thence, two blind men 
followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us. And 
when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith 
unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 

So here’s the question: Do you believe that God is able to do this for you? Do you 
believe that He is able to bring the unexpected to come to pass in your life? 

The theme is extracted from the book of Joel 2.  Judah the setting of the book is 
devastated by a vast army of locust.  The invasion of locust destroys absolutely 
everything; the fields of grain, the vineyards, the gardens and trees.  How often do 
many of us go through periods of lack and fail to realise that God is at work? 

The write symbolically describes the locusts as a marching human army and views 
all this as divine judgement coming against the nation for her sins.  There are two 
themes running concurrently through the book; 1) the invasion of locust and 2) the 
outpouring of the spirit.  Read Acts 2 for the manifestation of this.  

We understand from this that the terrible plague of locusts is followed by a severe 
famine throughout Israel.  Joel uses these great calamities to end words of warning 
to Judah.  The simple message is that unless the people repent quickly and 
completely, enemy armies will devour the land as did the natural elements.  Joel 
therefore appeals to all, which includes the priest to fast and humble themselves as 
they seek God’s forgiveness.  

Chapter 2 is regarded as a transitional one in which the writer uses the metaphor of 
the locust plague and drought to renew a call to repentance.  

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in 
the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-- (2) a 
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn 
spreading across the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as 
never was of old nor ever will be in ages to come. 

Here we record the Day of the Lord in eschatological terms and answers the call to 
repentance with prophecies of: 
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Physical restoration (2:21-27) 

Spiritual restoration (2:28-32), and 

National restoration (3:1-21) 

This paint a vivid picture of the process that we often go through both individually 
and as a body before we come out as ‘pure gold’. The stage before our ‘release’ is 
often painful and tinged with a sense of ‘if only I had known that’, I could have 
done things very differently! In this context, Joel is very much aware that Israel must 
repent before their change comes.  However, we are at a stage in the church age 
that, repentance is an ugly word. It may well be a term or action that many don’t wish 
to acknowledge, however, the process allows the Lord to fulfil His promise, not as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9) 

This understanding allows us to stay expecting.  What God wants to know is simply 
this: Do you believe He can do what you need Him to do? Do you believe He will? If 
so, then God wants you to stay expectant. David wrote; my soul, wait thou only 
upon God; for my expectation is from him’ (Psalms 65: 5).  One way to keep your 
expectations high is to remember that God promises to reward your faith.  
Sometimes the people of God are afraid to raise their expectations because they 
harbour memories of negative words spoken over us many years ago. I can recall 
many an adult saying to me, ‘don’t get your hopes too high’. How do we now deal 
with those thoughts now that we are in Christ?  I never know what people are going 
to do, but I know what God’s going to do.  He is faithful.   

“Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long. For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off”. 
Prov. 23: 17-18. 

Finally, expectancy does make a difference.  The writer of Hebrew notes that, “Cast 
not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. 

 

A thought from Sister Rochelle Gayle: expect the unexpected sons of Issachar 

"God wants to do the unexpected so make sure you are ready to be redirected.  Go 
further and walk into your divine calling because God is doing the drawing.   

Sons of Issachar it’s time to arise! Expect the unexpected because it is time to break 
down the barriers.  Your position and purpose is VITAL to the Kingdom of God. 

Sons of Issachar you are men with understanding and God is looking forward to you 
expanding in the Kingdom (1 Chronicles 32). 

Have faith in God knowing that He will do what he says He will do.  It is not for you to 
work out how He will do it, just believe and consider it done!! 
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Believe something will happen because you have strong faith knowing that it will 
ARRIVE as long as you STRIVE forward to see what is ahead". 

 

Workshops Themes 

(1) Getting into position: 2 Kings 4:1-3 

This workshop is for those who realise that this is the year of release and now want 
to know how to get into position to receive the unexpected.  Notes, if you want the 
unexpected, then you have to become the unexpected. You need to become what 
you believe.  We find an example in 2 Kings.  Now notice that the women didn’t have 
anything but the pot of oil, which was a very small amount.  Here the prophet is 
asking this woman to do something out of the ordinary.  And she needs unexpected 
results.  After all, when was the last time you were so deep in debt, the creditors 
were coming for your children?  The women recognised that she could not meet this 
challenge on her own so she went to the man of God to ask for help.  He asked her 
to do something that she was not expecting; declare to your neighbours that you 
need help, and then ask them to borrow all their empty vessels.   

The outcomes will be to explore, how do I get in a position to receive what God 
can do in my life? And it will challenge you to ask the question, are you willing to do 
what it takes to receive that ‘unexpected’ blessing? 

 (2) The Importance of Expectancy: Joel 2; Eph. 3 

God wants to do the ‘unexpected’ for every one of us; however, we have to get into 
position.  To get there we have to go beyond the norm of expectations to live and 
walk in the realm of divine expectancy.  That means, we must break some barriers 
and stop thinking of ourselves as unworthy.  You cannot truly believe God and 
expect nothing to happen.  How can we say, brother, I’m living by faith and expect 
nothing to happen?  The Bible declares, ‘Now to Him who is able to do 
exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen’. Ephesians 3: 20-21 

This workshop is for those who need to know that their hitherto lifestyle has and is 
positioning them to get the release and outpouring from God.  You will learn more 
about the principle of sowing, reaping and living an expectant life (Gen. 8:22) and 
more importantly that it’s not your job to FIGURE out how God’s going to do 
something.  It’s your job to believe He will, to expect it and thank Him for it.   
(3) The day of your showing – there’s no way to stop it: 1 Samuel 16; Proverbs 
18:16; 1 Kings 18: 1-2 and Genesis 37.  

When God spoke to Samuel, he said that he had proved somebody, i.e. David.  
Even though he was in his household, God was not ready to make him available.    
John was in the wilderness until the day of his showing.  Most of the men and 
women of God were hidden, Gideon.  There is the element of timing; you don’t want 
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to be known as the right person who showed at the wrong time!   When David was 
anointed, he went back to what he knew.  The Apostle Paul, said that it is your ‘gift 
will make room for you’ and we know that all good gifts comes from heaven above.  
Joseph and Daniel’s gifts made room for them, yet they still had to go through the 
process.  It was the gift that promoted them and why people fought against.  It is in 
the backside of the mountain where the relationship is forged with God.   

This workshop is for those men who believe that they know that God’s working 
behind the scene.  You will come out of this confident.  The word of the Lord came to 
‘Elijah in the third year, saying, Go shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain 
upon the earth’. (1 Kings: 1-2).  Believe and you will see Victory, Stand firm, Stand 
Strong, Fear Not. Get ready for the ‘release’ in every aspect of your life. 

 

Itinerary: 

08.30 – 09.30 Registration 

09.30 – 09.45 Opening Prayer 

09.45 - 10.00  Address: Overseer Bailey 

10.00 - 10.10  Setting the scene 

10.00 - 10.15  Consecration 

10.30 - 12.30  Workshops 

12.30 - 14.00  Breaking Bread 

14.00 - 14.30  Man talk [Health issues] 

14.30 - 15.15  'From overdraft to overflow'    

15:30 - 17.00  The Word  
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House Keeping: 

Mobile Phones 

All mobiles to be switched off during the seminar (excluding break times) 

Time Keeping 

Please be on time for the start of each session and after lunch etc. 

Food 

Only to be consumed in the designated areas 

Water  

Bottled water is permitted in all rooms 

Recording 

No authorised recording in any workshop / sessions 

Confidentiality  

What is shared / discussed must not be repeated outside of the sessions 

Health & Safety 

Please see the designated person 
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Planning Team Members: 

Ministers Boswell Bailey and Mario Davidson 

Deacon Geoff Bell 

Brother Mumtaz Gulab 

Deacon Gilbert R Pomell 

Brotherhood Quiz: 

Which Dutch painter is well known for his self - portraits? 

Of which school of painting was Claude Monet a leading exponent? 

Who asked for the head of John the Baptist? 

What part of the body would be affected if you suffered from myopia? 

Where would you find a dead man's handle? 

According to the proverbs which fruit tastes sweetest? 

If libel is written defamation, what is oral defamation? 

The initials PLC stand for what kind of company? 

How long did the Arab-Israeli war of 1967 last? 

In which country did the civil rights activist Steve Biko die in detention? 

Whose official residence is the mansion house in London? 

Who wrote the Inspector Morse novels? 

Ophelia appears in which Shakespeare play?  

Sons of Issachar …understanding of the times…. 

Website: www.sonsofissachar.co      

Email:      info@sonsofissachar.co 

Facebook:   BethelSonsofIssacharBethel 
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