
EYFS and KS1 Progression in RE 

  Key Question Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Area of Enquiry Expected Exceeding Working Towards 
Expected 

Expected Greater Depth Working Towards 
Expected 

Expected Greater Depth 

Beliefs, Teachings, 
Sources of Wisdom 
& Authority 

How do religions and 
philosophies 
understand and 
develop beliefs and 
teachings within their 
traditions? 

Talk about a 
religious story 

Remember a 
religious (eg 
Christian, Hindu etc) 
story and talk about 
it 

Talk about a religious 
story. 

Retell a religious (eg 
Christian, Hindu etc) story 
and talk about it. 

Retell a religious (eg 
Christian, Sikh etc) 
story and give some 
meaning behind 
different beliefs and 
practices. 

Retell a religious 
(eg Christian, 
Hindu etc) story 
and talk about it. 

Retell a religious 
story and suggest 
meanings to some 
religious and moral 
stories. 

Begin to describe what a 
believer might learn 
from a religious story. 

Ways of Living How do people keep 
in touch with their 
faith/philosophy? 

Talk about some 
belonging 
ceremonies. (eg 
Christening) 

Use the right names 
for things that are 
special to religious 
people (eg 
Christians, Jews) 

Talk about some 
belonging ceremonies 
(eg Christening). 

Recall and name different 
beliefs and practices, 
including festival, worship 
rituals and ways of life. 

Begin to explain the 
meanings behind 
different beliefs and 
practices. 

Recall and name 
different beliefs 
and practices, 
including festivals, 
worship, rituals 
and ways of life.  

Ask and repond to 
questions about 
why religious 
communities do 
different things. 

Begin to describe some 
of the things that are the 
same and different for 
religious people. 

Ways of Expressing 
Meaning 

How do people 
communicate their 
beliefs and values to 
others? 

Talk about a 
religious symbol. 
(eg star at 
Christmas) 

Recognise religious 
art, symbols and 
words and talk 
about them. 

Talk about a religious 
symbol (eg star at 
Christmas). 

Recognise religious art, 
symbols and words and 
talk about them. 

Recognise religious 
symbols, words and 
actions.  Begin to 
understand they 
express a 
community's way of 
life. 

Recognise 
religious art, 
symbols and 
words and talk 
about them. 

Recognise that 
religious  symbols, 
words and actions 
express a 
community way of 
living. 

Use religious vocabulary 
to describe some of the 
different ways in which 
people show their 
beliefs. 

Questions of 
Identity, Diversity 
and Belonging 

What do people say 
about human nature? 

Talk about their 
family. 

Talk about what 
they find 
interesting, curious 
or puzzling. 

Talk about their 
family. 

Begin to ask questions 
about the faith 
communities in their 
school. 

Begin to ask and 
respond sensitively 
to what individulas 
and communities 
do. 

Begin to ask 
questions about 
the faith 
communities in 
their school. 

Notice and respond 
sensitively to some 
similarites between 
different religious 
and worldviews. 

Begin to make 
connections between 
their own experiences of 
belonging and those of 
others. 

Questions of 
Meaning, Purpose 
and Truth 

How do people tackle 
the big questions of 
life? 

Say how they feel 
when they are 
happy or sad. 

Talk about things 
that happen to 
them. 

Say how they feel 
when they are happy 
or sad. 

Think about the special 
things that happen to 
them and others. 

Talk  about aspects 
of religious stories 
which raise 
questions for 
people. 

Think about the 
special things that 
happen to them 
and others. 

Explore questions 
about meaning and 
truth.  Discuss 
sacred writings and 
sources of wisdom. 

Begin to ask important 
questions about life.  
Begin to  compare their 
ideas with those of 
others.  

Questions of Values 
and Commitments 

What is the best 
possible use of life? 

Say why their 
family is 
important to 
them. 

Talk about what is 
important to them 
and to other people. 

Say why their family is 
important to them. 

Think about what is 
important to them and to 
other people. 

Talk about what is 
important to them 
and to others with 
respect for their 
feelings 

Think about what 
is important to 
them and to other 
people. 

Begin to express 
their ideas and 
opinions and to 
recognise there 
could be more than 
one answer. 

Begin to make links that 
are important to them 
and other people with 
the way they think and 
behave. 

 


