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This policy is a draft and the new format will be introduced to teachers in September 2020. We will gather feedback from the 
teachers at the end of HT1 to refine the changes being made. Homework at St Gabriel’s will focus specifically on developing and 
improving key skills in reading and maths. 
 
Teaching and learning outside the classroom aims to: 
1. Develop good work habits and self-discipline for the future. 
2. Promote extensive reading and exposure to a broad range of texts.  
3. Become fluent in the fundamentals of maths, developing their conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply 
knowledge rapidly and accurately. 
 
Frequency and expectations of homework across the school 
→Homework sheets will be distributed on a Friday and to be handed in the following Wednesday morning. 
→All pupils will be given a homework book to record their learning. 
→The presentation of pupil’s work must reflect the school’s handwriting policy. 
→Support staff will keep a tick sheet for each pupil regarding homework completed and handed in for use by teachers at Parents 
Evenings. 
 
Reception:  

 Weekly spelling list. 

 Phonics  

 Daily reading. 
 
Year 1 - 6:  

 Weekly spelling list. 

 Daily reading. 

 Daily maths  

 Optional Creative Curriculum task. 
 
→ Handwriting tasks may be set for individuals identified by the class teacher.  
 
→ If a child persistently does not complete homework then the teacher may contact the parents and ask to speak to them in order for 
school and home to work in partnership for the benefit of the child. 
 
 
Weekly Tasks:  
 
Reading 

 All pupils in the school are expected to read daily for an age appropriate length of time  
- EYFS  - 10 minutes 
- KS1 – 15 minutes 
- LKS2 – 20 minutes 
- UKS2 – 30 minutes 

 It is recommended that KS1 pupils read daily to an adult to ensure accuracy and fluency.  

 Every child in school is expected to record their reading in a reading log book every night. 

 Parents are expected to sign the reading record books each night (7 days-per-week – including weekends) 

 A member of school staff is expected to check the reading record book during the school day, before it is returned to the 
pupils for reading at night. It is also the responsibility of the class teacher to keep a daily log (available on request) of 
signed reading logs – this will inform conversations with parents, staff meetings and parents evening presentations.  

 Teachers should guide children in selecting an age-appropriate book to read from a mixture of genres and fiction & non-
fiction. They will also encourage children to read from the St. Gabriel’s reading lists and write book reports. 

 
 
 
 



St. Gabriel’s CofE Primary School                       “Teaching & Learning outside the classroom” policy 
 
 
Spelling:  

 Pupils will be given a spelling list to learn and are expected to practise these words on a daily basis. 
They will be tested at the end of the week. Words are based on the common exception word list and spelling skills for 
their year groups. 

 
Maths: 

 Homework activities for mathematics will consist of both calculations based tasks to improve mathematical fluency done 
at school, reasoning questions and daily times tables practise. 

 In Reception and KS1, tasks should consist of both written, hands on and practical learning activities that encourage 
parents and pupils to work together. 

 
Optional Creative Curriculum tasks:  

 Creative Curriculum tasks will support the learning in the following subjects: science, geography, history, art or DT. 

 Teachers will set an optional weekly project or task that is creative, hands on and practical that link to the half termly CC 
topic. 

 
Half termly homework 
On a half-termly basis, teachers will send home a homework sheet that prepares pupils for topics coming up in the next half term. 

 Activities may be based around the Creative Curriculum topic, science or up-coming special events. 

 Teachers will make it clear that there is an expectation that these activities should be completed by children, not adults, 
although will stress that collaborative work where pupils and adults work together is preferred. 

 
Pitch and activities 

 Activities should complement the Teaching & learning policy by offering pupils the opportunity to consolidate and 
practice skills at home. 

 Pitch of the activities should be taken from the new National curriculum and may be differentiated. 
 
Marking 

 Homework will be sighted and signed by either the class teacher or support staff on the week it has been handed in to 
ensure all pupils are engaging with the home learning tasks. 

 It will be clearly communicated to parents that the time spent marking will now be allocated to supporting pupils in class 
during lesson time. 


