
Let’s go to chapter 4! 

Remember the full book is on our class page (under last week) and 
you can also listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Uq1O-
NxCBYGOa2VvzNB82JIX67UwoQU

Day seven 
Chapter 4 - The Space-Being and the Iron Man 
One day there came strange news. Everybody was talking about it. Round eyes, 
busy mouths, frightened voices – everybody was talking about it. 

One of the stars of the night sky had begun to change. This star had always 
been a very tiny star, of no importance at all. It had shone up there for billions 
and trillions and sillions of years in the Constellation of Orion, that great shape 
of the giant hunter that strides across space on autumn and winter nights. In all 
its time this tiny star had never changed in any way. 

Now, suddenly, it began to get bigger.

Astronomers, peering through their telescopes, noticed it first. They watched it 
with worried frowns.

That tiny star was definitely getting bigger. And not just bigger. But bigger 
and Bigger and BIGger. Each night it was BIGGER.

Bigger than the Dog-star, the large, coloured twinkler at the heel of the Hunter 
Orion.

Bigger than Jupiter, the great blazing planet.

Everybody could see it clearly, night after night, as it grew and Grew and 
GREW. They stared up with frightened faces.

Till at last it hung there in the sky over the world, blazing down, the size of the 
moon, a deep, gloomy red. And now there could be only one explanation. That 
star was getting bigger because it was getting nearer. And nearer and NEARer
and NEARER. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist%3Flist=PL3Uq1O-NxCBYGOa2VvzNB82JIX67UwoQU


It was rushing towards the world.

Faster than a bullet.

Faster than any rocket.

Faster even than a meteorite.

And if it hit the world at that speed, why, the whole world would simply be 
blasted to bits in the twinkling of an eye. It would be like an Express train 
hitting a bowl of goldfish. 

No wonder the people stared up with frightened faces. No wonder the 
astronomers watched it through their telescopes with worried frowns. 

But all of a sudden – a strange thing!

The star seemed to have stopped.

There it hung, a deep and gloomy red, just the size of the moon. It got no 
smaller. It got no bigger. It wasn’t coming any nearer. But it wasn’t going away 
either. 
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Did you know? Constellations
Hunter Orion is a constellation.

Constellations are ways of putting stars into groups –
many constellations were named by the Ancient 
Greeks. 

When Hughes talks about the Dog Star or ‘twinkler’ 
on Orion’s heel he is actually talking about a star 
called Rigel, it’s very bright in our sky even though it’s 
far away because it’s an older Red Sun that has 
become a supergiant. 

There’s a good mini-site on constellations here:
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/space/constellations/

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/space/constellations/


Please answer the questions – answers are on the next page.

1) Look at these 3 phrases. What is the pattern? Why do you 
think Hughes has used this pattern? 

But bigger and Bigger and BIGger. Each night it was BIGGER.
… it grew and Grew and GREW. 
And nearer and NEARer and NEARER. 

2) Find words in the text to match Miss K’s. The first one is 
done for you.  

3) Use a thesaurus to fill out the ‘my words’ column with your 
own synonoyms. www.thesaurus.com

4) Describe how the people of Earth probably feel at the end 
of the extract when the star has stopped moving, based on 
evidence in the text.
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Miss K’s words Ted Hughes’ words My words

Expanded Grew
Astonishing
Puny
Doubtlessly
Fragments 

http://www.thesaurus.com/


Answers.

1) No capital letter - bigger 
Starts with a capital letter - Bigger 
More capitals – BIGger BIGGER.

The words are getting bigger just like the star. The words are 
being emphasised more as the star gets bigger.

2) Find words in the text to match Miss K’s. The first one is 
done for you.  

3) Show your words to an adult and see if they agree that 
they’re good synonyms. 

4) Anxious / worried – because they don’t know what will 
happen next and “if it hit the world at that speed, why, the 
whole world would simply be blasted to bits ”. 
Unsure – because they were frightened when it was moving 
but “it wasn’t going away either”. 
Surprised – because it stopped “all of a sudden”
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Miss K’s words Ted Hughes’ words My words

Expanded Grew ?
Astonishing strange ?
Puny tiny ?
Doubtlessly Definitely ?
Fragments bits ?



Writing task - playscript

Can you write some of the events of chapter 4 as a 
playscript?

You could focus on: 
- A conversation between a family seeing the star for the 

first time. 
OR 
- An astronomer who sees the star getting bigger and tells 
everyone else. 

Either way, remember to set out your work as a playscript 
with scene descriptions and stage directions. There is an 
example on the next page, if you need a reminder. 

Or, if you’re a bit stuck, I have started a script on the last 
page and you can just finish it off. 

Good luck! 

See you for the next part of chapter 4 tomorrow J
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SCENE ONE 

A Greek garden at night, there are trees and flowers in the background and big toadstool mushrooms for 
sitting on. 

Dionysus and his friends enter stage right, laughing and playing music. 

DIONYSUS (Crying out, happily.) Oh, my friends, enjoy! 

HERMES Him and his band of followers, dancing and singing and...well...

DIONYSUS (laughing joyously and dancing in his seat) More honey, friends! And figs! And wine! 

HERMES He does like to enjoy himself. And it was on a day just like this one, while Dionysus was 
revelling, that I remember him suddenly look round and jump up. 

Dionysus suddenly looks anxious and gets up, his friends stop laughing and look at him. 

DIONYSUS Stop! Stop the music! Where’s Silenus? My dear Silenus, he’s not with us. Have we lost him 
along the way? 

They all leave the stage through the audience, looking for Silenus and calling his name. 

HERMES They certainly had. Silenus had got left behind, plodding along on his donkey. 

Example text

King Midas: a playscript



SCENE FOUR

Night time in the house. A family are watching TV, apart from Tim, the youngest person in the family. He is 
looking out of the window. 

DAD (Happily.) Tim, what are you up to over there? 

MUM (Patting the sofa) Yes, Tim come and sit down here. Your show is about to come on. 

Bella – Tim’s sister – enters stage right. She is looking at her phone. 

BELLA Mum, Dad – Felicity says she’s seen something weird outside. 

DAD What kind of weird thing? 

A bit stuck? Let me start you off… 
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