
I have skipped ahead to chapter 5 today – make sure you read or 
listen to the rest of chapter 4, it’s one of the best bits! 
Remember the full book is on our class page (under last week) and 
you can also listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Uq1O-
NxCBYGOa2VvzNB82JIX67UwoQU

Day nine
Chapter 5 - The Iron Man’s Challenge
There was no time to be wasted. The Iron Man allowed himself to be taken to 
pieces, arms, legs, body, head, all separate, so each part could be flown to 
Australia on a different airliner. He was too big to be flown out in one piece. 
At the same time a ship sailed from China, loaded with great iron girders, and 
another ship sailed from Japan loaded with fuel oil. The Iron Man had ordered 
these. The girders and the oil and a team of engineers were unloaded on the 
beach of Northern Australia, near the space-bat-angel-dragon’s neck. Then the 
Iron Man’s parts were landed at the same spot, and the engineers fitted him 
together. He stood up on the beach and shouted his challenge. 

“Sit up,” he roared. “Sit up and take notice, you great space-lizard.” 

The space-bat-angel-dragon sat up slowly. He had never noticed the fussing of 
the boats and aeroplanes down there on the beach near his neck. Now he 
gazed in surprise at the Iron Man, who seemed very tiny to him, though his 
voice was big enough. 

The Iron Man spoke again.

“I challenge you,” he shouted, “to a test of strength.”

A test of strength? The space-bat-angel-dragon couldn’t believe his ears. A 
tiny little creature like the Iron Man challenging him to a test of strength? He 
simply laughed. Loud and long. Then he peered down again at the Iron Man, 
while the echo of his laugh was still rolling round the earth. He peered down 
out of the sky at this odd little thing on the beach, with the even tinier men 
scuttling around it. 

“And if I can prove myself stronger than you are, then you must promise to 
become my slave,” cried the Iron Man. 
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The dragon smiled. Aircraft flew around, watching this amazing conversation 
between the space-bat-angel-dragon and the Iron Man. Ships out at sea 
watched through telescopes. 

“And if you don’t accept my challenge,” shouted the Iron Man, “then you’re a 
miserable cowardly reptile, not fit to bother with.” 

The space-bat-angel-dragon was so astounded that he agreed. Why, he 
thought, when this silly little creature has finished his antics, I’ll just lick him up.

So the monster agreed, and watched to see what the test of strength was to 
be. After all, if he wanted, he could flatten the Iron Man with one eyelash. 

The engineers had fastened all the girders together in the shape of a grid, a 
huge iron bed the size of a house. Under this they had made a steel lined pit. 
Now they poured fuel oil into the pit. The space-bat-angel-dragon watched. 
Now they lit the fuel oil and the flames roared up fiercely through the bars of 
the grid. 

And now the space-bat-angel-dragon got his first shock. The Iron Man was 
stretching himself out on his back, on the grid, among the flames, his ankles 
crossed, his hands folded behind his head – just as if he were in bed, while the 
flames raged under and around him. 

The monster stared down, and the Iron Man smiled up out of the midst of the 
flames. 
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Please answer the questions – answers are on the next page.

1. ‘There was no time to be wasted.’ Can you explain why?

2. Why does the space-bat-angel-dragon laugh when the 
Iron Man challenges him to a test of strength? 

3. Why did Ted Hughes describe the furnace that the Iron 
Man stretched himself out on as ‘raging’? 

4. How have your feelings about the Iron Man changed from 
the very beginning of the story? 

5. Match these words with the pictures: 

cowardly 

astounded 

Antics

Girder 

6. Why does the Iron Man lie on the fire “as if he was in 
bed”?
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Answers!

1. ‘There was not time to be wasted’ means that they had to 
act quickly as they were running out of time. The space-
bat-angel-dragon had only given them a week to prepare 
a feast.

2. The space-bat-angel-dragon laughs because the Iron Man 
is so much smaller than him and does not seem like a threat 
to him. 

3. Ted Hughes describes the furnace as raging to show that it 
is fierce and angry and really hurting the Iron Man. 

4. Own opinion. Make sure you refer to the text. 

5. cowardly: often afraid, the opposite of brave.

Astounded: very surprised. 

Antics: Foolish or outrageous behaviour

Girder: a big piece of iron used for building.  

6. The Iron Man want to make it look like the fire isn’t 
burning him – he’s goading (provoking) the dragon so that it 
will take part in the competition. 
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Writing task

Writing a newspaper report 

Feeling ready to write your newspaper report? 

It’s time to have a go… There’s an SC on the next page, an 
example report and a writing template.   

Good luck! 

See you for day 10, when we finish the book. J

P.S. – If you want to make your report in Microsoft Word 
there are pre-made templates like the ones we used when 
we wrote up our newspaper reports at school. 

You just need to open a new document from template and 
then search for newspaper. 
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Direct speech examples: 

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” George, a local farmer, 
said. 

Molly, who first found the tractor, said, “I was shocked and 
scared. What monster did this?” 

“Stay in your homes,” the mayor warned, “this beast may 
still be on the loose.”

Reported speech examples: 

Local people told The Daily Herald they were scared to go 
outside. 

People were talking in whispers about what could have 
happened. 








