
Today: the space-being appears. 

Remember the full book is on our class page (under last week) and 
you can also listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Uq1O-
NxCBYGOa2VvzNB82JIX67UwoQU

Day eight
Chapter 4 - The Space-Being and the Iron Man (continued)
And now it was that the next strange thing occurred – the astronomers noticed 
it first. 

In the middle of the giant star, a tiny black speck appeared. On the second 
night this speck was seen to be wriggling, and much bigger. On the third night, 
you could see it without a telescope. A struggling black speck in the center of 
that giant, red, gloomy star. 

On the fifth night, the astronomers saw that it seemed to be either a bat, or a 
black angel, or a flying lizard – a dreadful silhouette, flying out of the center of 
that giant star, strait towards the earth. What was coming out of the giant star? 
Each night, when the astronomers returned to their telescopes to peer up, this 
black flying horror was bigger. With slow, gigantic wingbeats, with long, slow 
writhings of its body, it was coming down through space, outlined black against 
its red star. 

Within a few more nights, its shape had completely blotted out the red star. 
The nameless, immense bat-angel was flying down at the earth, like a great 
black swan. It was definitely coming straight at the earth. 

It took several days to cover the distance. 

Then, for one awful night, its wings seemed to be filling most of the sky. The 
moon peered fearfully from low on the skyline and all the people of earth 
stayed up, gazing in fear at the huge black movement of wings that filled the 
night. 

Next morning it landed – on Australia.

Barrrump!
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The shock of its landing rolled round the earth like an earthquake, spilling 
teacups in London, jolting pictures off walls in California, cracking statues off 
their pedestals in Russia. 

The thing had actually landed – and it was a terrific dragon. 

Terribly black, terribly scaly, terribly knobbly, terribly horned, terribly hairy, 
terribly clawed, terribly fanged, with vast indescribably terrible eyes, each one 
as big as Switzerland. There it sat, covering the whole of Australia, its tail 
trailing away over Tasmania into the sea, its foreclaws on the headlands of the 
Gulf of Carpentaria. Luckily, the mountains and hills propped its belly up clear 
of the valleys, and the Australians could still move about in the pitch darkness, 
under this new sky, this low queer covering, of scales. They crowded towards 
the light that came in along its sides. Of course, whoever had been on a 
mountain-top when the dragon landed had been squashed flat. Nothing could 
be done about them. And there the horror sat, glaring out over the countries of 
the world. 

What had it come for? What was going to happen to the world now this 
monstrosity had arrived? 

Everybody waited. The newspapers spoke about nothing else. Aircraft flew 
near this space-bat-angel-dragon, taking photographs. It lay over Australia 
higher than any mountains, higher than the Hindu Kush in Asia, and its head 
alone was the size of Italy. 

For a whole day, while the people of the earth trembled and wept and prayed 
to God to save them, the space-bat-angel-dragon lay resting its chin sunk in the 
Indian Ocean, the sea coming not quite up to its bottom lip. 

But the next morning, early, its giant voice came rumbling round the world. The 
space-bat-angel-dragon was speaking. It wanted to be fed. And what it wanted 
to eat was – living things. People, animals, forests, it didn’t care which, so long 
as the food was alive. But it had better be fed quickly, otherwise it would roll 
out its tongue longer than the Trans-Siberian railway, and lick huge swathes of 
life off the surface of the earth – cities, forests, farmlands, whatever there was. 
It would leave the world looking like a charred pebble – unless it were fed and 
fed quickly. 

Its voice shook and rumbled around the earth for a whole hour as it delivered 
its message. Finally, it ended, and lay waiting. 
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Please answer the questions – answers are on the next page.

1) Why did the people of Earth tremble and weep and pray 
to God?

2) Why do you think Hughes chooses to repeat the word 
‘terribly’ so often as he describes the space-bat-angel-
dragon landing on Australia?

3) “The moon peered fearfully from low on the skyline…” –
what poetic device is Hughes using here? 

4) How do you feel when you read about the space-bat-
angel-dragon? 

5) Match the countries / places to the space-bat-angel-
dragon body parts. 

Italy This is where it landed!
Switzerland Its head. 
Australia Its eyes. 
Trans-Siberian railway Its tongue. 

6) “It would leave the world looking like a charred pebble”

Choose the meaning closest to ‘charred’. 

A) Grey. C) Empty or blank (with nothing on it).

B) Burnt and blackened.  D) Like a green vegetable. 
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Answers.

1) The people are afraid and they want God to save them 
from the space-bat-angel-dragon that has landed on 
Australia. 

2) Ted Hughes repeats the word ‘terribly’ in order to 
emphasise and exaggerate how scary and awful the space-
bat-angel-dragon is. 

3) Personification. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p
8mn

4) Own opinion – make sure you are referring to the text in 
your answers.

5) Match the countries / places to the space-bat-angel-
dragon body parts. 

Italy This is where it landed!
Switzerland Its head. 
Australia Its eyes. 
Trans-Siberian railway Its tongue. 

6) “It would leave the world looking like a charred pebble”

Choose the meaning closest to ‘charred’. 

A) Grey. C) Empty or blank (with nothing on it).

B) Burnt and blackened.  D) Like a green vegetable. 
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Writing task

Planning a newspaper report 

Today, you are reporters. Imagine your newspaper sends 
you off to write a story about the beast that has landed on 
Australia.

What do you think the most important things to tell them 
are?

Who could you interview about what has happened? 
(Maybe: people in Australia?) 

There are two planning sheets on the next pages to help 
you – choose how much help you think you need. 

Good luck! 

See you for day 9, when we’ll be writing our newspaper 
reports and reading the next bit! J
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Paragraphs 1-3 (5Ws – main ideas)

What happened: ______________
____________________________
Where______________________
When _______________________
Who was involved 
___________________________
Why has this happened 
____________________________
____________________________

QUOTES (direct speech)

“I’m terrified, of course,” 
Mary, 10, from Sydney, 
Australia told us. 

Paragraphs 4-6 (further information / background)

How big is the beast: 
___________________________
___________________________
What does it look like: ________
____________________________
____________________________
Questions: _______________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________

Sentence starters 

According to eyewitnesses…. 

Those first at the scene said that… 

Yesterday,…. 

Many think that…. 

It is becoming clear that… 

However… 

Despite the fact that… 

Last paragraphs (what might happen next?)
Perhaps…. 
___________________________
___________________________
Maybe in the next month…
__________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Paragraphs 7-9 (what are people doing?)
Local people are feeling….
___________________________
___________________________
Across the world, other people 
feel…
__________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

HEADLINE – remember to keep it short and snappy
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