
Hello everyone, welcome to day TWO of our Iron Man reading and 
writing challege. 

I have skipped a bit of the chapter for the reading comprehension so 
remember that the full book is on our class page and you can also 
listen to it here: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Uq1O-
NxCBYGOa2VvzNB82JIX67UwoQU

Day two 
Chapter one – The Coming of the Iron Man (continued) 

But as soon as the eye and the hand got together, the eye 
looked at the hand. Its light glowed blue. The hand stood up 
on three fingers and its thumb, and craned its forefinger like a 
long nose. It felt around. It touched the eye. Gleefully, it 
picked up the eye, and tucked it under its middle finger. The 
eye peered out, between the forefinger and thumb. Now the 
hand could see. 

It looked around. Then it darted and jabbed one of the gulls 
with its stiffly held finger, then darted at the other and 
jabbed him. The two gulls flew up into the wind with a 
frightened cry. 

Slowly then, the hand crept over the stones, searching. It ran 
forward suddenly, grabbed something and tugged. But the 
thing was stuck between two rocks. The thing was one of the 
Iron Man’s arms. At last the hand left the arm and went 
scuttling hither and thither among the rocks, till it stopped, 
and touched something gently. This thing was the other 
hand. This new hand stood up and hooked its finger round 
the little finger of the hand with the eye, and let itself be led. 
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Now the two hands, the seeing one leading the blind one, walking on 
their fingertips, went back together to the arm, and together they 
tugged it free. The hand with the eye fastened itself on to the wrist of 
the arm. The arm stood up and walked on its hand. The other hand 
clung on behind as before, and this strange trio went on searching. 

An eye! There it was, blinking at them speechlessly beside a black and 
white pebble. The seeing hand fitted the eye to the blind hand and 
now both hands could see. They went running among the rocks. Soon 
they found a leg. They jumped on top of the leg and the leg went 
hopping over the rocks with the arm swinging from the hand that 
clung to the top of the leg. The other hand clung on top of that hand. 
The two hands, with their eyes, guided their leg, twisting it this way 
and that, as a rider guides a horse. 

Soon they found another leg and another arm. Now each hand, with 
an eye under its palm and an arm dangling from its wrist, rode on a 
leg separately about the beach. Hop, hop, hop , hop they went, 
peering among the rocks. One found an ear and at the same moment 
the other found the giant torso. Then the busy hands fitted the legs 
to the torso, then they fitted the arms, each fitting the other, and the 
torso stood up with legs and arms but no head. It walked about the 
beach, holding its eyes up in its hands, searching for its lost head. At 
last, there was the head - eyeless, earless, nested in a heap of red 
seaweed. 

Now in no time the Iron Man had fitted his head back, and his eyes 
were in place, and everything in place except for one ear. He strode 
about the beach searching for his lost ear, as the sun rose over the 
sea and the day came. 
Please answer the questions – answers are on the next page
1) Choose the word closest in meaning to gleefully: 

energetically   quietly  carefully   delightedly 
2) What do the words ‘darted’ and ‘jabbed’ tell us about how 
the hand moves?
3) What about ‘scuttling’? 
4) Why is an exclamation mark used for ‘An eye!’? 
5) What does the word ‘nested’ tell us about the head?



Answers! 

1) Choose the word closest in meaning to gleefully: 
energetically   quietly  carefully   delightedly 

‘Gleeful’ - you might remember from the London Eye Mystery –
means happy and excited so I think delighted is the closest meaning 
here. 

2) What do the words ‘darted’ and ‘jabbed’ tell us about how the 
hand moves?

The verbs darted and jabbed make us think that the hand is moving 
quickly, they make me think about a small animal – we might think 
about a mouse darting across a floor. To jab means to poke. 
Sometimes we talk about injections as ‘jabs’. 

3) Again scuttling reminds me of a small animal maybe a crab, 
especially as we are on the beach. The hand is moving quickly and 
perhaps you thought maybe in a sneaky way or not wanting to get 
caught? 

4) The hands have found the eye so the exclamation mark is showing 
the excitement of finding it. 

5) Hughes uses the word ‘nested’ instead of the similar word 
‘nestled’. He’s making us think about the head being in a nest, like 
eggs in a birds’ nest,  maybe you thought about how this shows us 
the head is precious or makes the head seem ’cute’! 
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Writing task

Instructions: How to make an Iron Man

Use the extract from the book to write your own set of 
instructions for making an Iron Man. 

You should start by looking back at the text and noting 
down, drawing or acting out (!) the order the body parts 
get added. 

Once you’ve done that, you should be ready to start. 

You could write it for the Iron Man (e.g. First, use your 
hand to look around, using the fingertips to search), but 
you don’t have to. 

There is an SC, some key words and an example on the 
next page to remind you what to include. 

Good luck! 

See you for day 3, when we go on to chapter 2! J
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Fronted adverbials of time 

First, 
Next, 
Then, 
After that, 
Once you have… , 
Now that… , 
After you have,… 

Fronted adverbials of manner 

Slowly, 
Carefully, 
Without making a sound, 
Rapidly, 
Taking care to… , 






