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Beatriz Milhazes is a Brazilian modern artist. 

Her canvases are bright and vibrant, filled with patterns. 

Have a look at her painting on the next few pages. 

To think about: 

- What kinds of colours are used?
- What kinds of patterns can you see? 
- Do you like these? 
- How do they make you feel? 
- How do you think they were made?
- Do they remind you of any other art works you have 

seen?

On the last page, there are some ideas for making your own 
artwork like Milhazes’. 
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This painting is called ‘The Beach’.

Why do you think this is? 

The thin, narrow canvas of this
painting and the shapes remind 
me of a woman in Spanish 
traditional dress like this: can you 
see it too?
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What did you think?

These paintings make me feel fascinated – I like looking at them 
closely and spotting new things. They remind me of collages and of 
Matisse’s ‘cut out’ artworks like this one:

They also remind me of some Kandinsky paintings, like this one:

How they are made? 

Milhazes paints parts of her design on a transparent sheet of plastic. 
She sticks this sheet to the canvas and then peels it off, leaving the 
layer of paint. Milhazes repeats this process many times for each work, 
creating a multilayered yet flat picture. 

Milhazes has said, “I love painting, but I do not want the texture of the 
brushstrokes or the ‘hand’ of the painter to be visible on my 
canvases.”
See her making her art works here: 
https://whitecube.com/channel/channel/beatriz_milhazes_in_the_stu
dio_2015

https://whitecube.com/channel/channel/beatriz_milhazes_in_the_studio_2015


Your turn! 
Making your own Beatriz Milhazes painting using https://sketch.io/sketchpad/

Use the shape 
to add lots of 
different kinds 
of shapes to 
your canvas.  

If you go to layers, 
and click on the 
eye you can make 
the objects 
‘disappear’. This is 
handy if you want 
to paint the 
background, for 
example. 

If you click on the 
eye symbol again 
the shapes will 
reappear. 

Play around with the software first and see how it works. Then, have a go at making 
your own work of art! 

Of course, you might want to do the same thing with pencil and paper, printing with 
bottle caps / plastic or using other materials! 

https://sketch.io/sketchpad/

