
Writing Task for the week:  

 

Dear Humans, 
 

This week’s writing task links with the reading comprehension.  The text for 

the reading comprehension was a letter written from the perspective of the 

endangered Blue Whale.  It was a letter addressed to the humans of the world 

telling them how the whale feels about their behaviour and how it has affected 

them. 

 

Re-read the letter below: 
 

 

 

Dear Humans, 

  

I am a blue whale and I live in the Pacific Ocean. I am 
writing this letter to ask for peace in the world’s oceans 
on behalf of the creatures of the sea. For years we have 
lived among the tall sea plants that grow up from the sea 
bed. We have swum among the gentle waves as they lap 
against each rock. 

You turn a peaceful sea into an angry sea. Now, the 
waves boil and swell in huge currents. As you dump piles 
of smelly oil into our clear water it becomes murky. Oil 



wraps itself cruelly in a coat around so many sea birds 
and fish. Oil sticks to their feathers and clings to their 
eyes and mouths. 

It has poisoned them. It killed them. You killed them. You 
kill us whales too. You hunt us in big ships. You follow 
us. When you have us trapped between ships, you drop a 
net down. We are victims of you, just like the birds and 
fish are victims of oil. The sight of a net coming towards 
us fills us with alarm. Sheer panic overcomes us. We see 
no way out. The strong wires in the net press tightly 
against our bodies. 

I have not experienced this myself. Luckily I am still alive 
and able to write this letter to you. Many of my friends, 
however, and family, have not been so fortunate. It is as 
much for them as for anyone else that I am asking you to 
stop doing this. You are driving us to extinction. Please, 
give us peace. 

      Yours beseechingly, 

      Blue Whale 
 

 

Now it is your turn to write a letter from an animal to humans telling them how 

their actions make you feel.  You can choose an animal that is endangered and 

threatened with extinction (just like the Blue Whale) or you can choose an 

animal that lives in the same environment as humans (an urban fox or a family 

pet.) 

 

Follow the day-by-day plan to produce a published letter by the end of the 

week!  I am looking forward to reading these!  - Miss C  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day One – Time to research your animal 

 

Have a little think carefully about what animal you are going to choose.  It is 

best choose an animal that you know a little bit about or an animal that you 

really like.  If you choose a pet – you might want to write it from their 

perspective. 

 

Research you animal to find out the main facts about them: Here are some 

questions that you could research to get you started.  Please think of 5 more 

questions of you own and research them too! 

 

- Where do they live/come from? 

- What do they eat? 

- Are they wild or have they been domesticated (live in a home as a pet)? 

- If they are endangered – why? (Are they hunted?  Is their environment 

and habitat being destroyed?) 

- Do any charities help this animal?  What are the called?  How do they 

help? 
 

 

 

Write down your answers and questions in your exercise book with the title: 

Date and Day 1: Dear Humans (Write the name of the animal you are 

researching as well) 

 

 

Day Two – Make a vocabulary list for your letter. 

 

Come up with lots of powerful words to use in your letter so that you can really 

show the humans how you feel.  Use the powerful feelings words help sheet to 

help you with today’s task, if you like. 

 

- come up with 10 or more feelings words (try upgrade sad, angry or scared 

– see if you can find synonyms for those using a thesaurus) 

- think of 10 verbs (action words) to explain what humans do to you and 

your world – e.g. hunt, stalk, punish, imprison, destroy 

 

Write these lists in your exercise book with the title: Date and Day 2: Dear 

Humans 



 

 

Day Three – Write your first draft of your letter.  Aim for a letter about the 

same size as the letter from the Blue Whale.  Follow the letter structure 

below, if it helps you: 

 

Paragraph 1: Explain who you are and where you live 

Paragraph 2: Tell the humans what they have done to your habitat  

Paragraph 3: Tell the humans what effect this has had on your you and your 

fellow animals 

Paragraph 4: Summarise your feelings.  Urge the humans to change their 

ways. 

 

Use the Success Criteria to help you. 

 

Write the letter in your exercise book with the title: Date and Day 3: Dear 

Humans 

 

 

Day Four – Edit and improve your letter 

- Read it aloud – does it make sense?  Have you missed out or repeated any 

words? 

- Look for spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes – can you correct them?  

Correct them – in a different colour pen or pencil.   

- Lose ‘boring’ words and replace them with better ones. Using a thesaurus will 

help with this – you can find them online if you don’t have one.   

I really recommend that you find an adult - a parent, a helpful big brother or 

sister, or any other adult in your home to help you with this part. 

 

 

Day Five – Rewrite your new and improved letter.  You can either do this in 

your exercise book, on paper (stick it in your exercise book afterwards) or you 

can try typing it up using a computer. 

 

If you are writing using pen or pencil – remember to use your neatest joined up 

handwriting.   You can include a picture to go with your work if you’d like.  

 

Read aloud to your family! 

 



 

 

Other fun activities for the afternoon/weekend/creative time: 

 

- Animal art you can draw or paint your animal of choice. 

- Make the animal with play dough. 

- If you have a patio and some chalks – with an adult’s permission – you 

could draw the animal on the patio. 

- Make the animal out of Lego 

- Dress up like the animal. 

- Make the animal mask out of a paper plate and some string. 

- Write a quiz on the animal for your family 

- Create a shape poem about the animal 

- Write an acrostic poem about the animal 

- Play animal charades with your family 

 

 

Success Criteria: 

 

 Punctuation – capital letters, full stops, !, ?  

 Start with Dear Humans, 

 Powerful feelings words 

 Powerful verbs to describe human actions 

 paragraphs 

 Use a range of connectives to link your sentences – because, but, so, and, 

or, otherwise, if 

 sign off letter e.g. from Tiger 

 

higher skill – ask a question to the reader in your letter 

 
 


