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Reading for the whole week: 

Instructions from Miss C: 

Read all about the letter from the Blue Whale and then answer the questions in 
your exercise book.  Remember to date and title your work and number each 
question in the margin. 

You do not need to answer all of the questions in one day.  If you like try these 
different activities each day.  Each one should take roughly 30minutes – 1 hour 
(but of course, if you are really into it, please spend longer on a task!) 

Day 1:  You are going to read a letter written by Louise Plater imagining that she is 
a Blue Whale.  Blue Whale are known as an endangered species – do you know 
what that means?  Well, if not, it means that there are not many left in the world 
due to hunting and changes in the environment.  It sadly means, that one day they 
might all die out and will not be any Blue Whale left in the World! 

Before reading the letter can you guess what the blue whale might want to say to 
the humans?  

If it helps, you can do more research about the Blue whale using a trusted search 
engine such as Kidrex. (Always ask an adults permission before going on the 
internet) 

Write down your ideas in your exercise book.  Aim to write 5 points that you think 
the whale might say and 5 questions that the whale might ask. 

Day 2: Read through the whole text.  Answer comprehension questions 1- 3 in 
your book.  If you can find an adult – go through the text and answers with them. 

Day 3:  Grammar Activity: nouns / verbs / adjectives.  Write down each of these 
words and write down what job they do e.g. nouns – are naming words for 
objects/things. 

Then draw a table in your exercise book and find 5 examples of each of these 
kinds of words in the whale’s letter and write them in the table. 
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Day 4:  Activity – Can you write a letter back to the Blue Whale on behalf of all 
humans?  What would you say?  Would you say sorry?  Would you make any 
promises on behalf of the humans?  

Day 5:  Creative Task.  Can you make a poster to raise awareness of the Blue 
Whale plight?  Can you make others humans aware of what damage we are doing 
to the whale’s habitat and how we can stop it?  You can create this either in your 
exercise book, plain paper and stick it in or even on the computer if you are a 
computer whizz. 
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Imagine that an endangered whale could write a letter. What would the 
whale say? Young writer Louise Plater asked herself just this question. 
She imagined that she was a blue whale, and wrote this letter. 

  

  

          Dear Humans, 

  

I am a blue whale and I live in the Pacific Ocean. I am 

writing this letter to ask for peace in the world’s oceans 

on behalf of the creatures of the sea. For years we have 

lived among the tall sea plants that grow up from the sea 

bed. We have swum among the gentle waves as they lap 

against each rock. 

You turn a peaceful sea into an angry sea. Now, the 

waves boil and swell in huge currents. As you dump 

piles of smelly oil into our clear water it becomes 

murky. Oil wraps itself cruelly in a coat around so many 
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sea birds and fish. Oil sticks to their feathers and clings 

to their eyes and mouths. 

It has poisoned them. It killed them. You killed them. 

You kill us whales too. You hunt us in big ships. You 

follow us. When you have us trapped between ships, you 

drop a net down. We are victims of you, just like the 

birds and fish are victims of oil. The sight of a net 

coming towards us fills us with alarm. Sheer panic 

overcomes us. We see no way out. The strong wires in 

the net press tightly against our bodies. 

I have not experienced this myself. Luckily I am still 

alive and able to write this letter to you. Many of my 

friends, however, and family, have not been so fortunate. 

It is as much for them as for anyone else that I am 

asking you to stop doing this. You are driving us to 

extinction. Please, give us peace. 

      Yours beseechingly, 

      Blue Whale 
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Comprehension Questions: 
 
  

1.      At the beginning of the letter, what reason does the writer give for writing? 

___________________________________________________________________ 
1 mark 

2.      Here is a summary of the ideas in the letter. 

         Draw lines to match the paragraphs to the main ideas. 

         One has been done for you. 

  
2 marks 

3.      (a)     What impression of the sea does the first paragraph of the letter give you? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
1 mark 

(b)     In what ways is the second paragraph different? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
2 marks 


